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PREFACE peace Sasa si 
Tme Sip joce Of ethis thesis concerns ate 3 mnd*Oriices Located ain 
i  Indicna, Certain other lands situated in seutheastern Indiana were sold 


at the Cincinnati and Chillicothe land offices. + 


| located in the historic Gore and censisted of territory edjoining the 


1 


Whitewater Eiver in southeastern Indiana. This area had been ceded by 


the Indians at the treaties cf Greenville in 1795, and of Fort Wayne in 
is 


ony 


1809. Part of it was surveyed between 1799 and 1605 and placed on sale 


before public land ceuld be bought in Indiana territory. 


The lends in this area were sold at Cincinnati because at this 


time it forned a part of tne: SERENE st Territory. in 1602 Congress passed 


i the Caio Enabling Act and, to conform to the brovisicns of the Urdinance 


ee . 
‘ oe - ° ‘ ° : ra) z= 
mw of 17¢7, placed ei1 lands lying west of a line running north from tne 
ty ; ; ; P 
OD pene cf the great Miami River in Indiana Territory. Tae acb was viger= 


2 45 2 
iG st seer by the s vtlers in. the Gore, bound, as they were, by politi- 


cal, economic, and social ties to Ohio. 


Been Grene and social ties remained after the cession; therefore, 
eee? of land 2t the Cincinnatd office was not as sreat an inconvenience 
as it seemed. The office was removed to Caillicctne in 15640 and Indiana 
lands contimred on sale at Chillicothe as late as 1045. 


She Cormissioner of the Ceneral Land Office in 1649 sunmaarizea the 


peer ces EE | ECR LIE CLAS CGY SE IED LE LOA 


Oa a re es ee 


ue _ °9 { a Ce ° . " 
Logan Hsarey, History of Indiana, (2 vols., Indianapolis, 1918), 
I, 193; Indiana state ucoloyical naport, Lede. 


2 
Ibid, LL; 


“General Land Office, s.ceord of three and five per cent Fund Accounts, 
II, 71-7. 


ii 


disposition of all public lands in Indiana, and in his report the follow- 


ing statistics are given for Indiana lands sold at Chio Lund Cfiices: 


Area, square miles ee laa 6 il, SEO 
fraweepe ae 1,222, 910.07 
heres surveyed | aie : 1 222,910.07 
Acres placed on sale , rol ns Ab sePa eke 8 
heres sold i  -1,179,259.50 
Receipts from Sales, Dollars 2,023, 750.07 
Acres for Reserved school lands BieLices 


Acres reserved for entry by bounty 


land Warrants, War of 1612 3544737 
Acres of Unsold lands 3,030.67 
Tn audition to sales uf Indiana laws eb Une Ouie lend offices, 


some Illinois lands were sold at the Vincennes Land Office as late as 1€25, 
These lands formed a part of the Indian cessions made at Fort wayne in 

1803 and ee Vincennes in 180), This strip of land about shree townships 
wide lay nies the western bank of the Wabash and was attached to the Vin-~ 
cennes Land Office district in 1605. ‘The lands remained under the juris- 
diction of the Jed Office Wnts! tHe Falostine, Illinois land district was 
Beer cal ai e20eo Prise tonowie 1 1620 Illinois lends to the value of 
$105,494.62 were sold at the office and $5,567.89" was received for Illinois 


ands after 1€20. It is interesting to note that before the haskaskia 


cece ne pee te ne a OO ER OC A LSE TO ST SLCC LCL OE GOOLE OT OL CC AL 


‘senate Decunents, 30 Conge, 2 sesse, 1849-1850, il, no. < (ser, NO. 


c - 7 ™ 
United States Statutes at Large, IT], 571. 
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SGeneral Land Office, Rocord of three per cent Fund Accounts, TL So 
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land office! was authorized to sell land (1811) these were the only 


Illinois public lands on sale. 
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Tnited States Statutes at Large, II, 649. 
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Tho first land cffice in Indiana was established at Vincennes by 


1 


the land act of 1804. The sections of this act provicing for the gale 

of the public doaain were sioilar to thé act of 1600" in that the price 

was 02,00 per acre and four years were allowed for conpletion co? payment, 
Erforts nad been made to lower the price, but Albert Gallatin prevented 
this by arguing that the govermnent badly needed the revenue from dand 
sales. Buyers, however, were chargei interest only on the unsaid portion 
of their purcnace, end the act ef 1é04, by a series of discounts in ? 
effect, lowered the cash price to Suet per acre. As a further concession 
to the buyer the act changed the minisun purchase Promote 160-acre lots. 
This provision was of teenchdous importence since it enabled a poorer 

class of settlers to buy land. 

The Act of LEC4 provided that the Vincennes land district boundaries 
be established elong the lines fixed by treaties with the Indian tribes or 
the Wabash; 2s Indian titles were extinguished, land district boundaries 
wore extended sccordingly. Cons Guently, Indian cessions are an essential 
phase of land history. These cessions in 1603, included a narrow strip 


of lend lying on the west side of the Wabash in illinois, extending 


gust edove Terrs Haute to a spot opposi ite’ the mouth of the White Siver 
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Aynited States Statutes.at Larze, II, 277-278. 
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where it eaptied into the ‘Wabash. 
Lands purchased freia the Indians lying between the Wabach and Ohio 


Rivers ang the road leading from the falls of the Chio River to Vinceanes 


5 


were attached to the Vincennes District by the act of tarch 3, 1605. 
Beford any puovlic land could be sold 33 had to be surveyed, and 
™ 


sutdivided into towishios, sections, and quarter sccticis. Surveys in 


Indiana Territory were under the jurisdiction of the Surveyer of the 


Northwest Territory, whose title was later changed to Surveyor General of 


the Northwest. Ne caused surveys to be run and the proper data transmitted 
to the register cf tho land district and to the Secretary of ths poneenve 
~~ “After the s surveys were sufficiently completed in 1EO7, tng President 


proclaimed the. lands for sale. The proclamation was issued at least three 
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Sifice much of the land cffercd for sale lay along the Clark Erants on the 
southeastern side of the state, nearly 1CO miles from Vincennes, influ- 


ential people petiticned Conzrass to establish a new lend office more con— 


Venient to the lands cffered for sale. 
* Territorial Judge Thozas T. Davis expressed PreWeene sentiment 
in a letter to Thomas Jefferscn in which he said, "A vreat portion of the 
Lands to be sold in April next lay near this place; could there be a Land 


office established here it would be very convenient; for why ride to St. 


———-4e, -C, loyse, "*Cossion of Land by Indian Tribes to the United” 


States: As Illustrated by these in the State of Indiana, Anmial Report 
of the B Dire2u or ae not roti 
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1579-1250 (Washington, 16561), 255-259. 
United Stites Statutes at Large, 11, 343. 
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ei atiots to ‘purchas: Lands not more than five miles from here." AB a 


result ¢ we this. and ovher petiticn 13, a new office was establivhed at 


aus ; Sees BS sigh ta hl 
Jeffersonville, “arch 3, 120 | 


The lanzguaze of this act was anbiguous, Fan stating that a land 


district oo esbablisnad setween the Cinc atieand Wace ennes Lis strict. 


The land orticurs of the th Svcte pets were eae es eaeeratns ‘the | 


boundaries of their districts until Ccn:ress clarified tii boundaries by 
eg Bis Sale Bima Caer LO Wn SC sor nas. | 
ea the definitive act of April 30, 1210, in which the boundary was 


toch ted ae the pai De usridian. The s¢ Noord ea meridian 


bad re evicusly been 63% blisi ad oy the ourveyor Ger reral ot tna 
P 2 
Horthwest. 
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ated, an part, ¢ out of the Jefiersonville hand district by the a of 


att he ae cree anges Rey Sia 
malt a ‘This ches established the boundaries of the Jeffersonville dis 


trict 2 as tal. the Lands lying ant of the second principal : lie jeridian See 
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south of a ee ‘separating cae ninth and tenth tiers of townships north 


of the base Ling." The est Sounds er ptill followed a line 


Soiarence &, Carter, (ed.) Territorial Pacers, of the United 
States (Jashington, 1934) y abo werritory ot inijung, deCu-lels megs 
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Wcarter, Territorial 3 nes vir, 233 noah 
12rpi4., II, 68h. 


A3uUnited States Statutes at Large, Ili, 521. 
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drawn froa the mouth of the Kentucky River northeastward to Ft. Kecovery 
in Ohio; gouth of the lina, the district extonded to the Uhio River. kLx~- 
cludin: reserved lands, the district contained 2,855,960 acres of public 
lands, the smallest land district in the ce eian 

The tangled private land claims also are esented another perplexing 
problem, snong ovher official dutics, iiarrison nad to investigave and 
determine the validity of the numerous claims granted vy lrance, sngland, 
and the United States to land not confirmed by the Northwest Territorial 
government. These lands were centered around Vincennes, Indiana; the 
French settlements in Illinois, particularly Faskas&ia and Cahokia; and 

is 

at Detroit, Michigan. McCarthy comnents that the governor had power to 
confirm grants already made, but careful investigation was necessary to 
fuss AVALIDE Treud, The aujusu: acab Of Gidisia Wad SU SLU, ana 2raud ona 
imposition so generally practiced upon the governor that it became neces= 
sary to relieve hin of the actual details of those investigaticns. Congress 
therefore passed en act in 1e0Ltee which provided for the disposal of land, 
and made possible an easier adjustment of those land claims in Indiana 
territory. The registers and receivers at Vincennes, Kaskaskia, ana 
Detroit were authorized to form a commission to adjudicate private land 


clains, An after the ceded Indian lands had peen surveyed, to sell public 


lands. 
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United States Statutes at Large, X, 19h. 


L5dwight G. KeCarthy, The Territorial Governors of the Old North- 
wost (Iowa City, Iowa, 1510), 472-473. 


l6tbid,, 277-278. 
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17 ap 
Jonn Badoliet was appointed rezister at Vincennes, and Nathaniel 
Ewing” “was appointed receiver. 


John Eadollet, the first register at Vincennes, was foen in 

Suitzerland end imiicrated to Pennsylvania. He enzayed in politics as a 
Jeffersconien Democrat and was Associate Judge of Creen County, remsylvenia, 
2n 103.7" the Gngressienal ernie froa uadelist's aistrict, 
Willica Findley, reconnended Badoliet for rezister at one of ths new lend 
offices. This recownendation was sent to Albert Gallatin, Secretary of 
the Treasury, a Swiss, and a personal friend cf Budollet's. Ladollet 
recelyed a recess avpointuent as regisver of the land office at- Vinceniucs, 


20 2 
April 9, 1E04. is permanent comaission was granted November 20, 1604. 


99 
. kaa 
He was reappointed a nurber of times ars served Sees 1836, when he was 


forced to resizn due to ili healtn and acvancea axe. fhe Lengin ci itis 
tenure is unequalled in the annals of the General Land Office. In 1816 


2 
he served as a member of the Indiana Constitutional Convention 3 and par 


ticipated in many other activities. 


1%Gencral Land Office, Miscellaneous Letters Zook 1, 153-184, This 
manuscript is uneng the Gensral Land Ufi wee records in the hational Archives, 
washington, U. 0. 


1toid. 
1 stute Dopartwent Appointuent Files, Letters Received, March 28, 


1804. This manuscript is in the General Land Cfrice records, iiaticnal 
Archives, siashington, DO. 0. P 


20senoral Land Office, Miscellaneous Lettore Book 1, 153-12h. 


Aljournsl of the ixecutive Procecdinzg of the Senate (32 vols. 
1828-1909), i Wei 3. 


‘  221nid,, 1, 5043 Gere ral Land gees Land Entry rapers, Vincermes 
Cash Receipes no. 10, UPD. 


*2charlos Kettleborouzh, Constitution Hating in Indiana (3 vols., 
Indianapolis, 1926-1930), 1, 99-lUl. ‘inese are voluses 1, ii, and Avil 
in the Indiana iiistorical Collectionns,. 
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The first receiver of the land office was iiathaniel Lwing, who 


received a temoorary appointment as receiver of public moneys about Uctober 


Ly 
15, 160437" his vemanent appoiniment was confirmed Movesaver 2u, 1804.7? 
Ewing's appointment was possibly delayed because Bonjauin rarxe, a closy 


fricnd of Harrison, had upplied for a position as land officer at 
: 28 
Vinceanes. 


Ewing as porn in Psnnsylvania in 1772, of Irish parents, A trader 
and farmer, at the age of 16 he had visited Vincennes in a pirogue loaded 
with applies, sult, and furs and nad engaged in trede with its people, 27 
He had also farmed in the Wabash and Unio valicys. Uson his appointment 
as receiver he settled in Vincennes and became interested in politics, 
business, and banking. ile was a member of the Indiana Territorial legis- 
lature and president OF. tne rirst bank establicned in Vincennes. his 
ae : | nie a eS. 4. 28 
bank Later failed, 1819, and the government lost over ¥10U,U0U0 in deposits, 

, 3 ? ; 

29 | 
Also, in 1619" Ewing's accounts were examined and fcund short nearly 
%5,000. while he was removed Ifrca-office, the government was unable to 


oa 


recover mest of this RGnEYs In spite of all this, when Ewing died in E48 


30 
he was considered one of the Gonienieet men in Vincennes. 


Ce i 
“General Land Office, Hiscellanecus Letters Book I, 218. 


a Ls ; .- . Cand a ? . 
22 Journ). of the Exccutive Procecdings of the Senate, 1, 472-473. 


26cartor, Territorial Papers, V1, 198. 
“Tgeorse EB, Greene, PA SECrY of Old Vincennes and snox County, 
Indians (2: volee,-chicaso, 1911), 1,223. 


is xecutive Documents, 25 Cong., 2 sess., V, No. 111 (serial no. 525); 
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30Greone, History of Old Vincennes and Hnox County, Indiana, 1, 323. 


When it became known that a new land district would be established 
$n scutheastern Indiana, a scrauble resulted anong local politicjans for 
appointment as land officers, Territorial Judses Walter ‘ifaylor and Thosas 
J. vavis were applicants, aS Well as Abranaa idwards and Samuel Gwathmey, 
Davis was endorsed by Jefferson, but died barons si ae atic were con= 
firmed; walter Taylor withdrew, and idwards lackea sufficient political 
backine to secure the nomination. Samuel Guathney's application wus en- 
dorsed by Willian Clark, a kinsman, Willian Henry Harrison, Georse Rozers 
Clark, and Thonas T, Davis. He was nominated by Jefferson, December 2, 
1807, and approved by the Senate, December 9, 1807. | 

Gwathney was still a ease of the Indiana Territorial Council 
when appointed and did not imaediately resign. qt was usainst territorial 
law for one person to hold two Federal Commissions at the saze time and 
his appointment had been opposed on those grounds. Ths territorial legis- 
lature forced Harrison to declare Gwathmey's seat in the Council vacant 
and accept his Gee tenation: He served as register of Jeffersonville Land 
Office fron 1607 until his resignaticn SSehaiecr 30, 1829, the second 
longest tenure in Indiana land office history. Durins his tenure, all 
the lands in tho district were surveyed and placed on sale. Just befors 
his resignation, he roported only 1,490, 926.45 acres of unsold lands in 
the district. ; . | 

The first receiver at the Jeffersoriville land office was Major 
Edmund Taylor, a Virginian by birth, and a Kentuckian by residence. He 
was the grandson of Georges Taylor, of Orange, Virginia, cne of the first 
foatlios of Virginia. He had served in the Indian Campaigns in Ohio and | 


Indiana under General Anthony Wayne, first as an ensign, later as a 
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+4 


1 
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licutenant, and finally as captain of infantry. His application was recom 
mended by Alexander Balmain and forwarded by Senator Thruston, of Ecntucky 
to Pre esident Thomas Jefierson. ilenry hurst was;also an avolicant. Jeffer 
sen nouinated Taylor as receiver at Detroit, but changed the nomination to 
Jefic aera upon Thruston's request. ile was confirned Docenoer 4, 1807, 
though his cormission was dated March 1, 1£0S, Hse served at the land office 
until his :resiznaticn May 5, 12820. 

The United States Government under the several acts passed to resu- 
late the sale of public landis guaranteed titles to land purchased in the 
public demain. Before sales could be held a method had to be worked cut 
for the accurate ceasurezent and description of small parts of the land, 

4 pattern for surveys was established by the early fond ordinances, and 


Surveys, more or less eee ee in nature. had been ren in Chio with 


varying nora The systen as now used by the oder governaent t which 
ok atk act Te - 


originated Emeceg aber tor \7estenlirirotiinien in cOndieaet 
cinety perfected in ane hen districts of southern Indiana under the super= 
vision of the Surveyor General of abe Horthwest, Captain Tatea Hansfield. 

7 neni was loid off in por aning six miles square, and ea ich ‘township 
wags subdivided into sections one mile square, or 640 acres. Each 64,0 acres 
were capable of Pn divided into lots of 320 acres, 160 ces &0 acres, 
erauOuderoshs or even peep when the systen was Pacatca in 1785, townships 
of 23, 040 acres and ager oat sections of 640 acres wore offered for sale; 


MT oGbccta crancrae! Olicr srt Teo enn) twcections or 420 aorea; iin 


1604, quarter scctions, or 160 acres; in 1620, €0-acre tracts; and in 1832, 


21thomas Donaldson, The Public Domain (Yashington, 1683), 178. 
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Surveys ares based on meridian lines running north-south and base 


7 


jines running easiewest. Tho point of intersection of these two lines is 
cailed the initial point, and all lines are surveyed from this point. 
Rios | A es 32 
From these initial points, townsnips 6 miles suuare are estaolisned. 
Southeasten: Indiana was surveyed from the first principal meridian. 
These lunds were located in tae "Gore" and in Clark's Grant. All other 
tT %) e - »@ 3h my, 8 
lands in Indiana wers surveyed from the second principal meridian. this 
latier line also soverns a strip avout four ranges wide (twenty-four miles) 
A : Rae iri, Ni 
on the southeastem boundary of Illinois. 
Lous : ihe Z rae 5) ® e 
"2 The early surveyor used a wagnetic cospass to run lines. The 


necdle often varied and had to be frequently lined up with the polar star. 


Because of cloudy skies this was at tines a physical Lapossibility, and 
trues bearings could not ba ascertained. This resulted in many erroneous 


surveys, which soastines were not discovered for,years. Lunds were hard 
to survoy because of rivers, swamps, and dense underorush,. — since direc~ 
tions could be deterained meh better after the leaves had fallen, and © 
hard frozen grounds could betravelled easier, many of the surveys were run 
dn late fall, winter, and early springs This resulted in many physical 
hardships. If the surveys were run in wam weather, the men often con- 


tracted malaria and became too ill to work. It was a hard life. 


chs S$. liiggins, Subdivisions of the Public Lunds, (St. Louis, 
1687), al. eee ey eS es . len te pe eee 
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Surveys in Indiana were uirected by the Surveycr Gen 


w 
rt 


a) of the 


Northwest,” whose office was located at Cincinnati, Ohio, until 1245 when 


1% was moved te Letroit, iichican. The office was neld by sous excep= 


ticnally capable men. Rufus Putnam, a Federalist, was tho first Surveyor 
General of tas Northwest, whom Jeffersoa replaced in 1¢03 by Captein 
Jared Mansfield, former vy of tha United States Army ond a brillisnt meathe- 
metician. Under him many Leportant changes and inuroevenents were made in 
the system of land surveys. Josiah iigiz3, appointed Gurveyor Gensral in 
1813, was succeeded by. Edward Pitt neaN LCL owe 2st co neserved until 16) S25 
a *¥2 e -” a ts : 38 c te ° 7 we 
when William Lytle was appointed his successor. Lytle died en Ecreh 1é, 
S39 y, Lv scaee e A 40 
18317’ while still holding office, Micajah T., Williams was appoints 
to ths office in April, 1631 and served until the appointrent of 
Lucius Lyon, 

The Surveyor General awarded seen ts, appoiritted deputy sur= 
veyors, and correlated results of their work after it had been returned to 
the office, Field notes snd plats were compared end entered in the Surveyor 
General's record bcoks. Two copies were made: one was sent to the rezister 
of the local land office, ami the other was transuitted to the Secretary of 


the Treasury, later tha Commissioner of tha General Lend Cffice. ‘When the 


Surveyor General thoucht close supervision was required: he was authorized 


susie iaath 


J?Donaldsen, Toe Public Doaain, 170, 171. 


381534, Reker ait 3 


» Letters Keceivced, Surveyor General of the 
aon po oe OO is Ree Gorey Williens to Comaissiomr 
Pda erce  VhslG manuscript: 13,in tis latzonal 


egg “VIil, hene 
of Genor2al Lend Office 
. Archives. 
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to appoint deputy surveyors to supervise the work of all surveyors in an 
area or district, This practice was often followed by early. Surveyor 
Generals, since ticir oifice was located too far from the scene of opera- 
tions. ) AS Usnsfield wrote, “ccmaimication as"slow, difficult, and often 
Al 

intcrrupted," ~ 

The district or field surveyors were usually men of considerabl 
experience in the profession. Their eurly contracts required thea to run 
township lines, mark the corners, and make general notes rolating to the 
land and draw plats of the lands surveyed. The land was surveyed under 
tremendous diificulty and errors often crept into the returns. lLrrors 
wore Caused by the difficult terrain surveyed, and the difficulty of find- 
ing the true meridian. Because of the convergence between the meridian at 
the poles of the earth, the distance between the meridians the farther 
north becane less, conseyuently there was a smaller quintity of land to be 

5 : tr 1,2 3 ° e 

surveyed into townships. Under the law, excesses and deficiencies due 
to error in measurement and the deficiencies from the curvature of the 
earth were throvm on the north and west sides of a township. This caused 

2 1,3 7.hy 
townships to be rectangular but not always a true square. nhen @ sure 
veyor had determined the corners of a township, they were suitably marked 
in reference to souwe prominent land mark such as a tree, hill or stream. 
On the prairies, mounds of stone or dirt were erected to a height of three 


or four feet with a stone or post placed in the center of the pile, and 


Al 


Carver, gerritoriaranoras Vil, 275. 
_ A@tyeetns, Subdivisions of the fublic Lands, 32. 
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‘suitable inscriptions cut on its sides which gave township corner, range 
end directicn. 

The deputies were required to note the kind of land, topography, 
Seine whether timber or prairie, and the presence He eee CAE. Also, 
the positicn of. all streams, lakes, swamps, and Peaoneers indicated 
on the Brae. William Hector who ran the Indian boundary line along tne 
trace between Clarksburg ard Vincennes. described the land which he surveyed 


in the vicinity of Santa Claus, Indiana, as follows: 


‘The line passes over nearly an eyual proportion of the 
following kinds of land viz, Hilly, rolling, level ena flat. tho 
I incline to think thers is a greater quantity of that kind ef land 
I call rolling than any other. ‘The hilly land lies mostly at the 
upper or east end of the line, the greater part ci wniech is pretty 
good soil, the hills are so steep that little of it can be culti- 
vated to advantaze, the timber found on this kind of land is Beech, 
poplar, Ash, Oak, Hickory, Black Gua, etc.‘ | 


x 


In the same letter he states 


The place where 1 struck the Wabash is remarkable on account 
of its being opposite to two islands, and in a thickett of cane. 
I had all the cane within 20 or 30 feet of tho corner cut down and 
several trees near the corner (besides the one on which I marxed 
the number of the Township manzes etc.) blazed, so that the place 
can casily be found by sny person wisning to do Oca 


Rector, like all surveyors, found the job disagreeable and laborious 
on account of the frequent rains, heat, lack of good drinking water, mos- 
quitoes, and dense woods. Two of his men becane il] with colds and fever, 


and one hid to bs left behind at the mouth of the Blue Kiver. Several. 


surveyors and helpers died during the progress of the first surveys. 
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Robert Buntin, who surveyed the lends alenz tho Wabash and in the vicinity 
of New Harmony, reported tnat ho lost his horses twice (prebably because 
of Indians), causing a delay of eleven days. He also said tist the indians 


cut out the marks on several rests at township cornere which ne had estab 


Early surveyors, such us Nathaniel Kagsic of Crio, custouarily re- 
ecived land in payment for their work, as MoncyY Was Scarce on the frontier, 
This payment was usually reckoned at €3.00 ver mile surveyed. mufus Putnan, 
the first Surveyor General, nad raid Ludlow and other Chio surveyors at 
that rate. Mansfield reduced the price to $2.50 per mile and $3.00 per 

s e « 48 « 7 1 
mile for difficult surveys, which prevailed for several years. The ay- 
| A : ire: : Lg 
erase contract awarded in 1619 consisted of from 7 to 12 townshins. 
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wractores Guvld snake money Om tncse 
early surveys. Solar compasses, common conpasses, transists and surveyors! 

.theins were used and were usually provided by tho surveyor. A typical sur- 
veying squad consisted ef the surveyor, a flagnan, two Chalivsen, an exnan, 

. end two men who erected mounds. In addition, pack herses and boats were 
used to carry food and other necessary supplies. Many of the lands surveyed 
lay 50 to 160 miles fron the nearast sottlement. The loss of food, horses, 
and instruacnts was a major disaster to. the party because work had to stop 
until these necessities were replaced, As a result many of the early con- 


tractors lost mney and it becane hard to secure the services of Zood sur= 


-veyors. Consequently, in 1E09, Gallatin decided tht up to 33.00 per mile 
Ly A POA PEACE LEO CLE ee ene era eet ene annteacnesnnsesnsrenata neonates 
*Tiptd., 3h5. 
Weibidee 211. 


Aeneral Land Office, ourveyor General, Lettcrs Heceived, 1814-1419, 
V, October 25, 1219, 
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could bs paid for Seen hirh wag the rate generally used in Indiana. 

Gallatin urged that a zeridien be run fron the mouth of the Biz 
Miaui River, which ia in Unie, and thas the ieee in indiana ve surveyed 
froa this line. This would have thrown scae Unio eide Glruady surveyed 
3259 tha Indiana district. Several systeas of Survey nad been used in 

~ 

Chio, out nene of the Lines of these Surveys Would liave coincided with 
the system as sturted in Indiana, 

Mansfield then suzgested that a meridian be run northward from tha 
mouth of the. kentucky River to Sse Survey of the Unio lan S$ a 


1 


second neridian be run between the falls cf the Chio and the Nabash hivers 
fer those lands in Indiana; and a third meridian passing through the mouth 
y 3 rT) ; ~~ 3 Ne on 
of the Unio River for those lands surveyed in illinois. Ne then pro~ 
Resale OnOet ae ae ameme ne oN os fono. Cs mea Ue Uli FESPSCLive 
we son ot 
meridians until they met. curveyor Thomas Freeman, under the direction 
h af a2 2 ’ 
of the War Departzent, “had prebably started to run the lins, which the 
Second Principal Meridian was to follow, in 1603 and completed it before 
| 5h 
APTIG20,- 150). Although Gallatin agreed to Mansfield's sugvestion, he 


raised the question as to how the several meridians could be iuentified. 


Mansfield wrote: 


nn eee 


Oartor, 1 derritorial Papers, VII, 661 
PLibid., 350-351, nota 89, Si 
d21bid. 4 

53Ibid., 47, note 2. 


PAlbid., 192, 
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AS to contusion, which may arise in describinc a let on 
account, 2 Similar crders of ianges ccuntsd freoz Fs ilrie 
dians, me MUCUs gL CENNOG MUTCSLVe inci Ol. PiCU ute he ee 
Heridia: Sesh yoien We hanses are counted be désiz:nated, which 
WElIeCe Very Cn ola OLAC Loc ietaALLcne cansoe wanied? che 
mericlian rejulusing Lis dunges of the Vincennes ulstrict may be 
Gikleu. tne, seccnd sierician, or af a local. descrigcicnsb2 perterred, 
SUeIs ose Laie UUer mere tan CASsinsy Dy LOT mecrsune, oul of 
Dit CoO LUw ec Verse 
Gallatin replied June 25, 1€C5: "The objecticns aszainst my plan of count- 


ing the ranges westwardly froa the vient, throush the Vincennes and fiSm 
kasxias district are decisive, and your plan must be pursued, "7? 

How to survey private land claims end re ave tie surveys to the new 
system caused much tistttane it was finaily decided to run the systen 
of ranges and townships ag preposed by Mansfield and then fit die Peete 
dand claim surveys into this Sr it was further cecided that private 
land claim surveys would be laid eff by the rectangular, ruther than the 
Zigzag, metincd, as had Beentenn practica in Unio and sentue-y. 

The base line Sr established at a point just north of the conniae 
ence for the Wh te and ebash livers and Pratveued the township line eastward 
aha ae 58 F408 
to ese Grants which &benezer buckinyhaa ran in 1&4. Janes Sissicn, 
Willian Rector Stephen Ludlow, Alexander and ceaen Holaes, Eent Stubbs, 
and Buntin were sone of the men wno surveyed land in Indiana Territory 
from 1803 to 1809, Thomas Freeman, under directicn of the war idan 


ment, surveyed the Vincennes purchase in 1203, and Robert Buntin 


~ 
carter, Derritomalirapers, Vil j35). 


Bie oid 392 
: 
7erogan Esaroy, History of Indiana, (2 vols., Indianapolis, 1918), 
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yan many of the surveys of private land claims around Vincennes. 


Mansfield reported in September, 1806 that all surveys had been 
completed in the Vincennes District except a few townships on the wabash 
River, and niats, cescrinticns and a map of these surveys had been sent 
to Badollet.°” He states that Buntin had rented surveys of sone town- 
ships but had failed to make his returns. Further on in the letter he 
suggested that 1% would be pest to sell that fall lands imnediately border- 
ing on the Ohio. He described it as "All the country between the Falis 
and the Wabash and adjacent to the Chio, which fag See surveyed, as far 
north as the Townships numbered 3.3 Scuth of the Base rnewecn it was 
later reported that between 150 and 170 townships were surveyed and ready 
for t= The President sicned the land sale proclamaticn October 10, 
WERE SSG Gree SREY Ricca eke poems) Sah alae sit ahs 9 iv delet restope iene raolen tise) peter iets 
of April, 1€607.° shee eee 

Once the system was set up and the organization pericereds all that 
was reeded were energetic, capable men to do the work. Besides these early 
surveyors already ene ane a incomplete list of later surveyors includes: 
John Hendricks, Allan Wright, John Milroy, Thomas Brown, Andrew Wallace, 

B. F. Morris, ¥. 3. Laughlin, Basil Bentley, John Collet, William Polk, 


William Harris, John HecDonaild, and J. A. Allen. These men, and others not 


59, 


arter, Territorial Papers, VII, 387. 

60134, 

Siipid., 383. 
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mentioned, removed southern Indiana from the realm of the unexplored and 
unknown in less than five years. They made it possible for the wave of 
settlers who poured into the state after the Treaty of Ghent to secure 
good titles to land purchased by then. 

The teerreet and Jeffersonville land districts were the testing 
ground of our present system of land suFveys. Once the system was per= 
fected, lands were surveyed accurately and rapidly. They coule be 
described with certainty ena it enabled tho governacnt to issue and 
guarantee all land patents. 

Indiana territory Was SDR EE by an act of Congress in 1600." 


This territory fer some years cons sisted of the Present IBN by Indiena, 


Illinois, and in 1202, Michigan. Wiliiar Henry Harrison | was ge ne 


verrit serial Governor and also indian Commissioner. titie ms SEEK of the 


land in the territory was still held by the Indians. in eeeen only a 
strip on the southeast side of the ) state extending from the mouth of che 
Kentucky River north to Fort Recovery; Clark's Grant, around Aes Falls fe 


the Ohio; a tract around Vincennes; and a small tx ract at wane LSAERO ae 


of Fort Mayne were din. the hands of the ade mane 

As Indian Commissioner, Harrison was authorized | to purchase lands 
from the Indians, and he soon proceeded to do this. Indian claims to 
territory were shadowy and often two or nore tribes. claimed the Aa ee 
ground. Harrison tried to secure representation from all these tribes 


when land cessions were made. Often this was not possible, and negotiations 


had to be carried on separately with each tribe claiming the same lands. 


ervecrercee mrp teem estan stent ALT ACCA DO EOL ACTS DESO ALE CELLO 


| Olunited States Statutes at Large, II, 58. 
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were treated as capendent nations cy the United States and 


all negotiations with thea were made in the form of treaties, ratificd by 


tne United States Jenate and sizned by the President. Sebtween 1503 and 
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onic etidan fdadian treatics which extinguished title to nearly 


amis lying souta of Tiudianavolis. Cbher iavortant treaties 
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and Brookville districts- were; 


1. 


Treaty of Fort Wayne, June 7, 1603: redefined and reaffiraed 


the title to 2,033,400 acres around Vincennes. 


2. 


30 


Treaty of Vincennes, Ausust 18 and 27, 1804: included 1,921,280 
ee of Tand hetween the Ohio SBA SLOSS aa fapaied ches ferope-een 
Clark's Grant, whose boundary was a line connecting the said 
tract ind grant, to be drawn parallel to the general course of 
the road leading fron Vincennes to the falls of ths Ohio, so 

as not to pac more than half a mile to the northward of the 
most nertherly oend of said road. It also reaffiraed tho 
cession of the Vincennes tract. 

Treaty of Grouseland, Auyust 21, 1205: 1,572,/,80 acres bounded 
by the White xiver on the north, the Onio and Clark's Grant on 
the south, the general boundary line running from the Kentucky 
River on the east, and the tract ceded by the treaty of Fort 


Wayne and the road leading to Clark's Crant on tha west and 


OSuoyce, ? ™Cessionga of Land by Indian Tribes to the United states, " 
dn Annual Report of the Bursuu of Ethnolo: LE79-1ES0, 258. 
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southwast,- 

4. Treaty of Vincennes, Septenber 90, 180935" 3,257,000 acres, lands 
lying north, of the Vincennes cassicn of 1893, between the viabash 
and White Hivers and south of the 10 O'Clock line from (a line 
pois the direction a shadow would fall at 10 O'Clock in the 
morning to the meuth of Ra(coon Creck) to the White River north- 
east cf the present site of Brownstcim. The line as drew passed 
near Montezuua in Veraillion County southeastward throuvh Gosport 
-and ended at the Driftwood iver a few miles east of Srownstown. 

5. .Treaty of Vincennes, October 2, 1618: 136,240 acres, a tract 

i miles wide west of the Gore and north to tie headwaters of 
the Salewonie iver in northeastern Indiana, and a treet north 


ee & — 


: of Vincennes between the present Illinois state Line and the 


» 


Mabasn River. he Ra tes bee ee 


we + - we - 


Althcugh settlers began to squat on these lands and demanded that 
they be price ys Bion iee then, Indian treaties, erroneous surveys and 
the bigaathent ce aan land claims angst a delay in the first sales at 
the Vincennés Land Office. The Office was cpened September 20, 1604,,°° by 
John Badollet, Peni iotar: Reth John Badollet and Nathaniel Lying 


ti 
received pernanent comnissicns November 20, 1804, amd socn after assumed 


their official duties. Hewever, no public lands were cffered for sale at 


Soca Esra cienett orin? Pavers, VII, 208. 
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United states statutes at Large, li, 278, 
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68 | | ae : 
‘Vincennes until April 27, 1807. nr a te EEE EN ae 
The first purchase was made by Jacob Richardson, cf Clark Sounty, 
£9 
whe purchased 235.82 asres of land, and purchases totaled ¢,313.%1, acres 
" ; hoe. 
and 74,316,513 during the first five days of the sale. The larcest tract 
entered was one of 1,632.60 acres bought by a Joseph Oataan, Frem the 
enening of the office until September 30, 1eOS, 22,950.70 acres wore sold 
valued at 245,091.c0. any of these sales were aprareatly made to persons 
who had already selected their lands and in saae instences squatted on thea. 
iS 
By the end of 1811, 111,271.11 acres had been sold at the office. 
Renewed hostilities with the Indians in 1511 resulted in the Battle 
of Tippecanoe on Novemzer 7. The War of 1212 made the situation worse 
since most of the Indians became allies of the British. Frontier Indiana, 
after the fall cf Datroit and Part. Dearharn (Ghieacs) suflercd ie ety ee: 
raids as far south as Pigeon Roost. Sales dropped appreciably, and many 
lands bousht on credit were relinguished: in 1813, 13,356.31 acres of 


land wore sold and 16,355.03 acres reverted to ths pererenent eae The treaty 


bEvincennes, Credit Pyior Certificate no. 13 Vincennes Abstracts of 
Land Sales, I, 1. General Land Office Land Entry Yapers ure arranged by 
land office and entry nusbe Pavers reluting to lends sold prior to 1820 
are called "creait Be a Sey lands purchased on credit under the 
Various relief acts passed after 1620 are called “creait under ertificates. 
Purcnasors paying cash received a reecipt showing land entry cnd payaent. 
These were issued by the rogister arid receiver, Bh eccpieeiyt The early 
land entry papers are in tie Naticnal archives. 
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TW seaneral Land Office, Abstract Eook of Sales, Vincennes, 1807. 
Tlinid., April 28, 1607. 


T2rmerican Stata Faners, Pyolic Lanis (8 vols., Washington, D. Ce, 
1832-1861), il (1834), 4th. 


(W3Ibid., 733. 
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ef pesacs signed between the United States and Great Britain late in 161, 
freed Indiana from the lndian menace, and sales soon revived. From 


Cotober i, él throuzh Ceptemder 30, 1cl5, D835 6 LY acres of land were 


soid in 


r 


1s : 
the district. In 1217 sales jJumred to 2£6,558.36 acres with a 


valuation of $570,523.52, though during the sane period 16,629.97 acres 


hed toen relinquished, From the cpening of the office until Septexber 30, 


rat 


1819, lands valued at 2,261. el. nos were purciaseds 41 .355,1595.558)4n 


cash was received; balances due trom purchases totaled 72,469.500.69; and 


321,356. 


77 


U7 had beon forfeited to the government. This was the situation 


at Vincennes, and similar conditions cxisteda at all other land offices, 


fhe Commissioner of the General Land Cffice reported that nearly 722,000,000.@ 


was dus 


the government in 1821 from purchases of land at the tims the eredit 


abv oO 
; 


-system was aholished.s shis huge debit and tho generel hard times, a 


result of the panic of 1619, caused Congress to abolish the credit syste 


-in -1&20. 
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In the Jeffersonville district, Thomas Jefferson issued the first | 


proclasation : of land sales on November 19, 1% 07 Public sales began-on-- 


-Monday, 


Rerer el meee, 81. x es ae +. : : . 
April 14, 1508, and continued for six weeks, | ‘ut 
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paper. 


T3308 Tables of Sales at Vincennes, 1814-1515, in Appendix of this 


T3534, 


“TManerican State Papers, Public Lands, 1II (1834), 460. 


'W8pyia,, VI (1860), 455. ate 


Wy United ed states wee astute S$ at Lare LOTT Dy iil, 567. 


OGeneral Land Office e, Record of Procluinations no. 1. This manu~ 


_seript is in the General Lend Office records of the National Archives. 


united States Statutes at Large, Il, 448-4493 Jeffersonville, 
Credit. Prior Certilicate no. 1. ‘this wanuseript is in the General Land 


Office 


racoirds -of tie Rational Archives. 
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An example of the relinguishnent of land purchased on 
credit prior to 1820, the buyer having been allowed to re-enter 


a part of the land under the act of March 21, 1828 
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RELINQUISHMENT, No. 4/24. : Vay, 4, 1809 


S fe A1ed Voss Hew of Lo ‘yves fo be 6% Gd 


do hereby declare 7724 consent to the provisions of the Act of Congress passed on the 
21st day of March, 1828, entitled “ An act to revive and continue in force the several acts mak- 
ing provision for the extinguishment of the debt due tothe United States by the purchasers of 
the public lands” ande do hereby relinquish to the United States all tees right and title to, 
and interest in, the following described tract - aad legal sub-divisions of — tracté of land, (the 


LAD PAP and purchased 


payment of which has not been completed) held by 
at the Land Office at Vincennes, viz: 


Tract or. legal subdivision relin- 
Certificate herewith surrendered. quished—w hether section, half} "No of No. of Mocon 
———E 


Date of Purchase. Number. | Date, section, quarter sectioa, halt | Section. |township.| Range. 
quarter section, ae “Kc. 


ae ree ee ee 


$450 ig Weve 150} Wh SY ty 22 \21 \9 
Ege a VE LES AM A by 


tp is {4 1922 | ifyf* i ule FW Ly wees BS Ue 


| ha 


__ And request that the sums paid on account of the purchase money of said Lands Relinquish- 
ed, be transferred and applied towards completing the payment of the following described traes 
-and legal sub-divisiontof atractiof Land not Relingutshed, (the payment of which has not been 
completed) held by 77/e’ and purchased as aforesaid, viz: 


: ; Tract or legal sub-division relin- 
Certificate herewith surrendered. | quished—whether section, halt 


i 
No of No of | No.of 
Date of Purchase. umber | Date: section, quarter section, half | Section. | ownship| Range. 
quarter section, &c. &c. 
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_ Ix Testimony WUEREOP, ny is have hereunto set Bee is hand and seal 
this ra day of Jy — 1829. 
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Gwathmey reportcd April 23, 1602," that sules had not been "a3 
brisk as expected--It is thought that a con Piceranis Sale will be made in 
Sore part of Ao wistract." 9Fron april 145°12e03 to Oetobar i, 1209, 

sales tot: Led 32,513.08 acres cf land vilued at 247,963.91; between the 
period 1£O2-18ll, 11E,551.49 acres were sold-at a valuation of 
The annual sales dropped in 1812 and the first part of 1213, as at 
Vincennes; but in the period between September 31, 18613 to October bee EEA 
£6,733 eres were sold at a purchase price of w17s,007.68.°" Sales 
clinbed to 125,902.59 acres in the accounting period 1015-1616 and nore 

. | i 85 

than doubled that fisure during the next fiscal year. in the calendar 
year 1217, 255,350.92 acres were sold at a purchase price cf $512.701.78, 
and 16.397.20 acres reverted to the EA eneeene Forfeiture of land in 
the. district ‘starte ed in 1511 and reached its peak in etl: - Between the 
opening ¢ of the ae = eons office eaabceptemier 30, He a totaled 
$2 “156, 178.03; 1e10,090.61" hod_been received _in_cush, £1,214,962.22 was 


pes wll, LTS in Land Er dt were forfeited to the Bones 


a 


and 112,514.35 53 screctoteeea an Pretdiceniciiwers relinguished. 
‘The decline of land sales at Jeffersonville during the war of 


1812-15 were not as sreat as the decline et Vincennes. This was due to 


S2curter, gerritorial Papars, VII, 562, 
83 wwerican state Frapers, Public Linds, II, 44h,. oe 


ch EX seg Table of Sales, Vincennes, for this ne eriod in the Appendix 
of this paper. 


65, ibid. 


B6rpid, 


aives) vtale Papers, Puolic ———- Iv (1859), 65. 
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the close caanenees oh the land office to more densely settled regions and 
also to the presence of troons at Cincinnati and elsewhere in Onio. The 
total of lands sold during 1803-1619 was about the same as sales at 
Vincennes, but land relingquisiments were not as large. 

The purchase of land, even under the credit system, required a cash 
payment, either in specie or bank notes. Good meney was always scarce on 
the American frontier, In order te purchase land and improve it, :sost of 
the available money wags drained froe the cistrict. It was usually several 
years before a farm produced much more then the anount necessary to feed 
the tiller and his family. ‘When a surplus was preduced, the pioneer lived 
so far fron markets, that the crops could not readily be turned in to cash. 
This was eeciniily true of early Indiana. There was little ready money. 


ard that brourht in by imnizrants was soon used in the purchase of lands 


_ and the ebsolute necessities of life. 


on 


The bank of ths United States ee been chartered in 17 791 to provide 
& means of stabilizing the currency of the nation. Its charter re in 
1811 and, because of intense opposition, the charter was not renewed until 
1216,©8 During that period Mldeatte? banks sprang up and pla 
Sportant part: in the economy of the frontier. These banks issued notes, 


often without any speeds backing, which circvlated in many parts of the 


United States. The bank operated and its notes circuluted only as long 4s 


the public had confidence in the institution. Notes cf a bank misht circu- 


- 


late at rar in its om locality, but be subject to a heavy discount in 


another state or area. It was often possible for brokers in New York to 


OSes wee 


obi, Essrey, History of Indiana, Ly 266 


SIT oid. 


sn : 
Pape ted ee 
r ee | Px 

» , Hat 


2h, 


buy notes on « benk in Indiana at a 10 to 15 per’ cent discount, or even 
hivher. Then the gpeculator, wien a sufficient quantity had been secured, 


exchanged tiese notes in dadiana, or had an agent make tns ehh toe ior 


sie) 


nice If the buyer had curefully chosen his notes, the bank on «which they 
/ . ’ 
were drawn redeemed the currency at face value. Tnis practice was calied 
~~ a 
é; Nee Sa pa eee ee 99 
note shaving and becaae a flourisnaing Ousiness. 


The prevalence of large quantities of unsecured notes caused the 


: 2 


Secretary of the Treasury, in 1817, to dircct that only specie, notes ci 
the United States and currency of certain designated banks snown to be in 
good financial condition, be reccived at the Land Cifices in payment of 
public lands. Tha receivers of public moneys wers authorized to puolish 
lists of acceptabie money in the local papers at intervals. Joan C. 3. 

Aa Pe sas 
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General Advertiser at Vincennes on June 2, 121. 


In addition to specie and bills of the Bank of the United 
_ States, notes of the following banks notes wore acceptcble; all tas 
unsorporated Hinks in the town of doston, the cities cf Fniladelpiia, 
~---New York and Kicnuond, iy Pears > in ‘the City roLsbaltinore, exces 
the City Bank of Deltimore; in the District of Colunbia, except 
Herchants and Franklin sanks ct een 343 and) toc Lolloding so 
paying bank in the SNe ot I:diana, The farmers and mechanics sank 


at Madison, Indians. ” 


Purchaser rs of land at a land office frequently found themselves with 


$$$ OO 


See hoe Kone of the best official descriptions of “note shaving" is contained 


in the report by the Land ixaniner, iataanicl West, who ins spected John 
Spencer's tsoks at the Fert wayne Land Of fice. i1t is conta aaa in txecutive 


Documents, 2), oe? 2 S335 ey Lore ees no. 142 (sor. noe 303), AP )6 20. 
Q 
72, viestern Sun and General Advertiser, Vincennes, indiana, June 2y at 


als ae get pee rem sn nn artnet ie —_ 


92conors al Lund Cifice, Circular, 1€17. 
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the wrong kind of money. Thoy wore forced to fo to money brexers wno 
changed their money into lezal tonder usually at a discount of from five 
to ten per cent. fben thie money broker and the receiver cf public moneys 


waS ons and tho same person, and he not only used his own money in the 


6 


business, but quvernnent money as well. The Secretary of the reasury 


and tha Conmnissionxr of the General Land Office had forbidden the 


> 


accenbance of these bank notes and the practice of 


4 


Wnote shaving.” én 
officar, wien caught, was inuodiately removed. 

The failure of "wildcat" banks, and especially of legitinate banks, 
caused much distress in an area, This is aaa. by the bank chartered 


“ Vincennes in 1eu, which failed in | 2619 with great finane dal less to the 


of ire state ; 73 


Tho first Constitution of Indian 2 rer bade ves establishuent of a 


hye ies aan ew oe we ~~~ po EE He es SP a 


} 
branch of tho United States Bank in Indiana, Bo Baris were antirraeel 


in 181), by the ‘territcrial Vertatarine: one soe established at Madison 


and tho other at Vincennes.” The bank at Cece es elected hathaniel 


=. . 


ane ‘ue first president. tie was an the same time receiver (of public 


moneys at the Vincennes Land Oftica, pee cenist of land sales were deposited 
in this bank and in its branches. ‘The second bank of the United States 
received its charter in 1816, and in 1619 it refused to accent notes fron 


Indiana state panience. The bank of Vincennes had also sustained other 


73.5 Sui.ary of Government proceedings against the Bark-of Vincennes 
may bo read in ixzecutive Locuments, 25 Cong., 2 sess., 1637-1838, V, no. 
lili (ser. noe B25 Lay oe 2 c % ay aa de 


~Yhrsarey, History of Indiana, 1, 266. 
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losses and could not withstend this final blow. “The tank fuiled with 
2 , rh 
2168,453.00 of zovernment moneys on deposit.” The goverrment seized all 
of the bank's available collcteral, but tnat falled to meet the Loss. 
Most cf the officers of the bank plated thoir funds beycnd the governnent's 
reach. About the same tine the Land Office receiver's books were audited 
ard Bwing was found short 44,654.63 in his aeccunts. He was remcved and 
4. » 3 ‘ 2s wy ie A a 78 Re 
the govermzent secured a judguent against him for 95,273.18, ost of 
this sum was never recovered, although twing at his desth was one of the 
2 rs 99 “. ' e J 
richest men in Vincennes. iank failures always caused widesoread distress 


and it took VYircennes 2 decade to recover from this financial blow. 
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71 executive Yocunents, 25 Conge, 2 svs8e, 1837-1635, V, no. 111 (ser. 
nO. 325), 336. 
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Wersene, H History of Old Vincennes and knox County, I, 323. 


CHAPTER IT 


TIS VINCLANSS AND JEFFERSONVILLE LAND OFFICES AFTER 1819 


The governaent became alarmed at the large credits siven for the 
sale cf lands and the inability of purchasers ee meet vayments. It 
“ i 

abolished tne sale of land on credit by the act of April 24, 1£20 ° and 


directed that oublic. lands, after July 1, 1820, be sold for cash. Ths 
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price was recuced to 51.2 
weeks, and. lanis were o?fered in 80-acre tracts. The act further provided 
for the sale of reverted lands which were lands forfeited for ncn= 
fulfillment of purchase terms under the credit system. 

Congress. made a nunber of provisicns regulating the sale of for- 
feited lands bouzht under this system. Generally they provided that the 
purchaser reldnguisa title to all lend except that actually paid for, with 
the government granting nim an option to buy ae improved land. A differ 
ent kind of relicf act was passed eevee al, 1223," and substantially re~ 
newed in 1830, which provided for the issuance of scrip or land stock 
(credit on money paid for reverted land) made receivable at any land office. 
The Vincennes office iss ing 720,652.07 worth of this stock between 1528 arid 
1630 end received certificates to the value of 512,596.6l.7 By 1832 ths 
debt for lands purchased on credit was practically liquidated, thouzh it 
had totaled nearly twenty-two million dollarscd Purcnasers relincuished 


437,185.91 acres valued at 9894,,7387.24 in tho Vincennes land district 


United States Statutes at Large, III, 567. 

Pep . : - 

“ilibpard, Public Land Policies, 96. 

Froarican State Papers, Public Lands, VI (1860), 55. 


\ipid., 455, 456. 


120-acre Land Warrant issued under act of 1855 to 
widow of Thonas Scott, receiver, Vincenses Lani Cirice, 
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during the effective pericd of these measures. 

The governnent had not reserved enouzh lands in Ohio to satisfy 
Revolutionary and Virginia military bounty land warrants and some warrants 
os 2a to veterans cf the war of 1012 had not been received at the General 
tees Cffice. fherofore, Congress, on 1 May 30,.183C granted authority to 
exchange the remaining unlocated warrants for scrip which was made receiv- 
able in payment for public lands subject t to sale at private entry in Ohio, 

Indiena, and Illinois. ‘Claimants were allowed extensions of time in 1832, 
1835, and 1842 in order to prove their clains. The last measure, passed 
July 27, 182, extended the terms of the act of January Zig LOS 5ELOVlGay, 
and all claims not disposed of within this period were forever barred. 
foresee was entered under this act in the ‘Vincennes District as ‘late as 


Leh). 


= 


ae . - t * , ’ 


Few lands (les s than 10, O00 acres) in the Vincennes District passea 
from government ownership by this means. dettene entered 425 acres in 
1831 under the military bounty land act; 2,750 acres were entered in 1837.6 
A total of 9,698.94 acres were sold from 1831 to 1844 under these acts. 
Military land warrants, extensively used in northern Indiana and states 
further west were little used in southern Indiana. The flood of military 
land warrant3, authorized during the Mexican war, appeared in 1&47 after 
much of the public land, and probably most of the choice land in Indiana, 
had been oe BS tee a 


People who sattled on the public lands and made improvements before 


5Tpid, 


Esonate Documents, 23 Cong., 2 sess., 1834-1835, I, no. 2 (ser. no. 
266), 18-793; Donaldson, The Public ae 236. 


TIbid. 


&See Tables in the Appendix. 
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People pik settled on the public lanas and made improvements vafore 
the fer was actually effered at sublic Meets ce Called syuabters. These 
pecole imorevad the land end expected to suy it, but these who could not 

| buy Pers Zend ot puolic ~ lost the ans of their work by having 


their land scld frem under then. Frequently scuatters petiticned for tha 
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unich Congress heeded. fror exanple, a very restricted pre-enobion act was 
passed in 1817 favoring settlers wne had fled from the Indians. Gther 


measures for relief were passed in 1612, 1213, 151, 1815, 1616, 1é1g, 


1819, 1&20, neath 1823, and 1824, ees in the comprehensive pio 
_ aie 9 : 2 
emption bill of oe ‘These acts wore operative for the benalit of 


persons poiding non over 640 acres. 
sacs : 10 
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sale by 1630. Chi 21,632.42 acres were oreueed. at the Land Office undsr 
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eiyes AG sone ur tho seer fa effices had Sears to such an 


extent by a that cia? under an act approved June me oe 


suthowived re ‘Comnd sai oner of the General vad Office to close a Te 
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this unsold acreage in 2 district becane less than one hundred thousand 
Rome ies | 
acres. this act was supplemented in 1653 by one which provided thet 


wien the cost of collecting land sule yevenues at a land cffice enounted 


to one-third of the gross receints, the President was authorized to dis- 


a 
BP} 
contimic the office, 


The Vincennes office was closed 1n 1855, on the authority of thase 


eee tl 


two acts, out was reopenod for one year by the act of du 
which provided ror the settlenent of Lae N & vrivate lend claixs. The 
complicoted business was not completed in tao tinue granbcd, and Conzress 
autnorized a reopening of te office in 1655, A CGiruission was estab 


lished which consisted of a judzs, Jonn Law; the registor, James S. Mayes; 


_end the receiver, John C . Hebard; who were to adjudicate private iand 


clains in the distr ich. The board function ed until tarca dl; i 398° under 
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ques sents sat expired the land office was again closed. There still 
renained considerable routine business at the office, and influential poli- 


ticians secured the "re-establishzent cf the land office Veceaber al, eset! 


“13 tod States Statutes at Larce, V, 3&4. 
om eg Ry 19,6 | | ; | 
Tbid., X, 313. 


WEpid., XI, U0. | 


re ee —— ~ een LS RE a er SRE A ES 


Meoneral Lan Offieoy Lottcra Receive dy D ) s160L. 


Munttod od States St atutes < at Large, 41, 373. 
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for a poricd of three years. Tha office was closed permanently December 
20, 161. Some of the records wero transferred to the land office at 


5 ee a ae , - Vy own oe pe ees * a ety BA ye So SS ~ 
indianapolis, amd the remainder were transferred to ths General Land 


~~ 


Oriice, Lovartment cf tne interior, at tNachin:ton. 
5 3 
During the Sirst year under the cash systea only 7,605.23 acres 


were sold at the Vincemunes Land CGifice; and sales of land to July 1, 1E29 


ad 
ee 


otsled but me vn acres. There were several reasons for this de- 
Cline: the failure of the Bank of Vincennes in 1C€19 cealt the community 


ura Cistrict a firancial olow whicn took years for recovery; teany of.th 


~ 


choice lands had been sold; and two new land districts had been czened 
ait and oe of Vincennes, The Comaissioner of the General Land Offic 


reported to Congress tht frem the opening of the land office to 1226, 
153775675036 acres ware sold at a Cota valuation of 22,211, OL 7e52 om 0 

Badollet, in response to a ecnier from the General Land Office, gave a 
summary of lands remaining unsold in the Vincennes district up to June 30, 


20 . 
1822, as follows: 


North of the base Line, lands unsold ancunted to 1,905,751.&9 acres 


SEES of the Supe dine, lands) unsold mounted to 1,495,970.42 acres 


Trisngle on west side of Viabash Gin 11inots) 3, 123043 acres 
Total unsold lands jn district 3,406,415.74 acres 


Us further pane the or eneten of unsold lands down by ranges: 


18 s0¢ Tables of Sales for Vincennes in the Appendix. 


Warorican State Papors, Fublic Lands, IV (1659), 459. 


Arid, V, 545. 


North of ths Base Line 
Ranzes Acres 
WE HOS Ce Bu 
2 Leo, 74 p63 
3 1¢ 3, deeloo? 
5 Caely etre 
6 252,1,0],.21 
7 ried Toe As 
a ag —w7 | oe" 
gf bad 
8 225,756.93 
9 Ls O09 622 
10 Moye 70 35 
ik 38, 312.L5 
De 1,412.34 
13 ; 
total yoo, jeer 


Agitation for a reduction of 
-proninence etrthis timc, and 
Jength of ‘time unsold land in 
He also reported the followin 


April 27, 1804--acres 


“September 9, 1€16=<acr 
Bale. 


June 18, 182l--acres of land 


Total acres exposed for sale 


adollet divided unsold 


-On ae desirability. The fir 
thought would easily sell at 
proved, 


of its relative inaccessibili 


Badollet was-further requested to re 


Se 


South of tho Base Line 


Ranses 


ites 50 
govted 


eee 
mie 
eS? op eek 
HIVE Bari w 
B75 CCl Oi. 
ee OOD a an 
119,717.29 
Le se oeO7 
. Gl tev. WD 
Si, £46.60 
91,615.47 
52,525.32 
429999. Lg 
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“1,496, 770. £2 ecres 


the price of land ete in the market gained 
port tne 
the Vincennes district had been on the market. 


sai 
o* 


of land er oad for sale 1,&26,750.41 
es of land exposed for Bn = 

1,353, 654.82 

exposed for sale 216,010.51 

35406, 44567; 


d land into three classes for valuation based 
st-clas3 contained -851,611.435-acres which he 


$1.25 per acre when financial conditions im~ 


The secend class contained tha sama number of acres, but because 


ty, rolling character, and wet condition for 


& part ef the year, he thought it worth much less, possibly seventy-five 


Conts per acre, 


Red pe hry, eee, 


The third class containod lands inacceesiole and generally 


uniit for cultivation, There were 1,703,222,87 acres in this divisicn. 
This estimate would inchile about ons-third of the lands in tha district, 


ow 


3 Se a wre . "de | wit yy 
Dadollet comiented that che value of land desended on the anount of land 
.Y . . : ? e - +4 
an the market, -gencral >rosperity, the abilities of the surchusers, end 


the induccnents to imigraticn. "Lends which hod sold briskly at 02.00 


per. acre, a prico ociten increused by competition, sell now slowly at 


99 
fate 
elec oapersucre.,! A discussion of these unsold lands appeared in a 
2 
eaorial of the Indiana Lesislature (39 Deconber, 1225), ~ waich stated 
that lands on the <arket for many years 
had no choice acrenze left and tho minima price under the present 
system, 25 the sama every were, without regard ‘to leasth Si tine 
in tho marxet. Yersons wishins.to. purchase will tum their ettene 
rel: .@) SAS uae tangs a Sie offered Tor Acs 
3 


tion almost eo! NULreL x % 
“-Censequently tha posuilation beeanes seaticred over a wide exten y 
Gna MANY Parts or the state where tas lands’have veen long in the 
RES ee tparatively-no increase of inhebitants froa tie 


ieee 
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‘Ths-petition further stated that results of these conditions were as 
follows: road3 could net be opened; taxes on land, the principle source 
of revenuc, were not increasing (a state could not tax the public domain); 
and there was much des: bruction of tinbscer on SOU eee EREE The legis~ 
lators petition 1ed Conzress to beans the price of eS iene accorting 


to the length of tine in the market. Public agitation and political 


pressure subseauently increased for a lower ee aor of cages ae exposed 


BBs Ca ace 1 Land Offices, Hiscellaneous Letiers Sent, Comnissioner of 
the General Land Office to Moles AEE ae 21,36 


22 smerican Stata Papers, ublic Lands, v (1060), 51h, 545% 


“3 5onate Docunenta, 23 Congey 1 Scuse, EE es 3 ho. & (ser. no. 
238), 4)-5.0 8 ae he ate ns SPEER 


f iy 31, 


to sals, sc that Concress passed sradustion acts in 1é54. Under those 


Al, 


Beto much land lang in the market was sold at 123 cents par ecre. 


Floodel lands, niso difficult to sell, were provided for in swamp 


ry 


ets oO 


t~a 
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1850 , 185, and 1857 which alloved the sale of such lands by 


the states if they would anply the proceeds of the Sales te the construce 


rm 


tion of levees end ditches in flooded areas, The Swiap Lani and Graduation 


hots were effective in the aisposal of worthless public ianés in the 
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Vincennes Pastrict,. in See 190,153. 62 acres of land were scld, wuch of 


— ’ 


it under the Graduation Act, and the receipta amounted to only 346,046.33. 
in ne an 1855 ond 1856, 15,850.35 acres were sold at a total price of 
53, del. 50.°? SY ABLE AEs a Dol ater SCR NAc >, a une See ah 


power Pry ets influenced the land boom in the 1550's. Undoubted= 


iy eens national ory on increased populat jen were major face 


tors.” However, it seens. ‘that the - Giceucr tat cause was the influence of 


intemal ieprover ee since the principal drawback to the settlenent of 
the eaters 4ts inaccessibility to markets. There were no hard: surfaced 
roads in Indiana before the edvent of the railroad, and the pecple had to 
tum to its waterways and turnoikes, The-Webash and Sris canal-and cther 
projects promised to provide the Seu of transportation to needed markets. 
The Vabash and Erie conel was started in 1832 and completed in 1&43. To 


aid in the constructicn, Congress granted a total of 1,457,366 acres to 


the State of Teenie “vost ef the land granted was situated in alternats 


i er ee ee ee a re ae 


sections on each nae of the canal richt-of--warr ‘and was offered ‘for sale 


ne LD 


blic Donain, 291. 


1ne 


A onaldson, 
2 5c6 Table of Sales in the tee Xe 


moors 26Dor, aldson, Tho. Public Donain, 258. 
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by the state at 91.50, 12.50, and $3.50 por acre. This had the effect 
of increasing the price ef lands ad joi ining the waterways and aided sales 
allover the stata by attractine new sebtlers. 


The sharn dron in sales in 1637 seems to have been cused doy 


/ ya 


Jackson's Specie Circular of 1536, the panie of 1537, and the exhaustion 


dé 


of good puolic lands in the Vincennes istrict, vaste ingluence was re=- 
flected in the Yincennes office, Sales dropped in 1637 fren y600,000 to 
$19,000 and dropsed again in 1638 to ~220,095.15. The annual receipts 


rose to 3292,406.78 in 1939 only to drop to a mere 365,705.42 in 1& 
27 


They never azain reached even the 1é40 figure. 


” From the opening of the land office until September 35, 1843, 


2,992,594.55 acres of land were sold at the office, and 1,635,134.73°° 


acres remained unsciad. ‘‘*ne Lattsr iands vere probably in large part the 


same.as those totnet by Badollet in 1623 as being unfit for cultivation. 
ta ammecorteaiin 16.0 that only 361,867.94 acres eeraired unsold in the 
district; nearly half of this acreage was renee or wat enna 

~ Beginning in 1830 sales picked up slightly, and in 1831 they more 


than doubled, In that yoar 93,839.42 acres were gold at a price of 


eA 


Bsarey, History of Indiana, J, 407. 
28i pid, 
29306 Table of Sales for Vincennes in Appendix. 


¢ ? -. 3%eno ral Land Senate > Miscellaneous Letters sent, AVII, 243, 
Comsissioner of f tae General | Land Office to John Law, October Te LEA 
lz ixecutiva Documents, 31 Cong., ay Ses8., 13/,8-1849, II, no. 2 
Aser, Noe 1530) ,0 23. ; . 
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Badollet for John Badoliet, register. 
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CER TIFICATE, vo PD. . ible b oy “ei 


“A . 3, 

§ era CERTIEIL I, That YR. he Beal Cup” B, aaa Worse Oye ‘ Opa, did on the 

yp S day afee, y yt ae purchase thes Gyo oy A 2 Fo Adee . Section, No. aA) in Township No. ¢ OF, ek Range Noe ee in the District 
of Lands cin ved for fale at Vincennes, wich Lut « wn Qian 7. ee aie ae Becta: contains : SL ; 2 ee es ‘acres and... hun- 
drecths, and was sold to the said CI toe Plate ; bee ai the tate of 7 dollars per acre, amounting in the whole for said Lot or 
[UE ll i Sections tom, see ee oe ee ig ae | _ dollars and - cents, of which there has been paid on: 
account agreeably to law, to the Receiver of Public Moncys at Vincennes, the sum of 4 7’ 2 : = . Mollars and - -- = - seents, (exclusive 
of interest) being «72/7 oe LE : hs ere = ae of the purchase money os the said Lot or. 7.702 7 oy ne, oe Sectiva. 
Now YHFREFORE BRIT vorn, That Ye MELEE fo : Car 7 00UE tee lap en es pp eee f £ ae Ls ye we ® has surrendered 


the original First Certificate, Relat oo the ye as ofe* ag fel PLL, and granted to the said - ye ae se “i - and has filed a 


LD 
Declaration. Se Me a) feat the WES. day od, VOI CL 1821, requesting Birther credit on the remaining balance, being “2 S POEL doNars end ceals, agrees 


ably to the 3d Betien of an Act of C ongress, passed on the 3d day of March, 18@1, entitled " An ‘Adl for the relief of Purchasers uf Public Lands prior to the bet day of July, 1820." 
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And be it LUHd known, That if the said ta.atce shal& be paid to the Reeciver of Public Moncys at V incenges, or to the Treasurer of the United Statcs, in 4) equal annual 
instalments, on, or before the days at which wey may rege payable respectively, that is to toy: p. 9 
i ae 4 SL af ; Pi 
The & atinstalment being an : BY daltat: eh “ee a. cents, on of before the Ba ea ofe 44,477, " 18827 -- ay 
The second instalment being ; 4 ee doilars and f CEN. Qn oF before the yw day of 77, Sate 2 “4 
; : ~ 
The third instalment being ; f ; wi dojlars and. se cents, on or before tho fe day of Yu ee , 
. . G 4 
The fourth instalment being 4 : 37 4 lars and cers Toner belorcane fp day of ki 182 y 
The filth instalment being # % 4f doiarsand cents, on or before the y day of y; 18227 
. ; ‘ i 
. . . ze re # 
The sixth instalment being Bf d>ilars and — - cents, on or before the / day of WX 18% rf 
i ‘ € a { 4 tt mG 
The reventh instalment tx ing ; ete Bel! djlars and Rents on or before the / day of Wt 182 wy 
‘ : ’ | ‘’ : 2 
The eighth instalrnent being i ‘ O77, doilars and cents, on or before the Y day. of 4 ts “7 
(Each instalment to bear an annual Interest of six per pena or the 30th Sp) of Septenber, 1831, which interest will be remitted, if the instalments be paid on or before the days ‘oa 
E ¢ 
which they becume erate respectircly,) thea the pa! Sd ie A Daf tery Ss fy Good ns beire, asrigus, or other legal represcotativcs, shal be enided 
a ' ° . 
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$101,420.53. The number of acres sold in 1622 totaled 62,606, and by 
1835 the lend boom was in full swing. In 1835, 535,290.41 acres were sold 
at a price of $669, 1h6.61.°° Never Hone was thet much land sold or money 
collected at ts eacerhes Lend Office in one year. 
Gross ies reseipts from 1807 to 1€45 were $3,609,445.39 which in- 
Gluded all lends cold on credit pricr to 1820. Cash sales from 182) to 
pe. 
°From LeKd throush 2553 gross reseis ts amounted to (200,190.89; 
fron 1854, to 157, 49,028.23. Receipts amounted to enly 3, (C229 Lor 
the period 1857 to 161, and expenses of the office amounted to ee 
During the period 1547 to 1256, 211,467.81 acres were purchased; from 1657 
ao ieél, LU, , 234.16 eh oe Lands sold under the Graduation Land Act of 
85h totaled 170,328.09 acres. Most of this land was sold at 125 cents 
per sere.” : : ; a AY: | 
A report - the General lene Office gave the gross proceeds of land 
sales at the Vincennes office fron eis to 1845 as $2,285,213.69, of 
which $111,952.71 were the proceeds of Linois iand sales, During the 
same period the total sale of all six Indiana land offices amounted to 


$16,734,619.69 which figure doss not include the ¢1,081,404.45 collected 
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2230e Table of Sales for Vincennes in Appendix. 


33general Land Cffice, Statexent of Fu:d Accounts, IV, 352-364. 
‘This manuscript is in the National Archives, Washington, D. ©. 


34Ibid e 5 : 
2?Ibid. 


36. sonato OCU, 34, Cong., 1 sess., 1655-1856, I, no. 13 (sor. 
No. - 61,0), 1c6-16' 


a me foes 


ialalaeelt hatte Pere bi de to ek, eee a es owe 
atti 2) SR ee ah chbnatic tins Poe. 4. eaahnieaees ae neil 


37 


for the sale of Indiana lands at Cincinnati, ohio?! 


It can de seen by the preceding statemen ‘Vhat sone lends which 


would nominally have been in the Jeffersonville District were sold at 


Cirednnati and later at Chillicothe. This was partly because tho 
Cincinna ‘4 offieo had been established in 1é00, and the Indiana Was 


were never removed from its jurisdiction. 

The Jeffersonville district was not established until 1807, and 
under the cash-systen 3 39,550. 30 eco ee ware sold thore in the lest half 
of 1820. Host of the lend sold lay in thet part of the “New Purchase" 
annexed to the district ond placed on snle in the sumer of lec ee o2l6s 
declined steadily until in 1623 they Sees led only 55 2h-+et4, acres. Fron 

- June 30, 1820 to Dececber 31, 1623 155,873.59 acres of land were sold. 
During the sans period the Vincennes office sold L5usS7 ooh acres} 
Brookville (later Indianapolis) sold on, 074.93 acres; Terre Haute= 


4,0 
Crawfordsville, €77, 489.653 and the Port Nayne office 19,539.00 cer cS. 


a 
~ 


fey ie “queers abe rey ‘Most of the more desirable land in the 
district had been sold by the late 1£20's, waile large quantities of 

goed land were available in the new districts establishad at Drookvilie 
and Terre llautoe Gwathney reported 15490, 926.45 acres of unsold lands in 
the Jeffersonville district in 18233 one twentieth were worth v1.25 per. 
acre, ons tenth, Peer eacents: seven twentieths, fifty cents; and one- 


half, twenty-five cents an acre. He estimated that one-fifth, or 149,092.64 


2Ieeneral Land Office, Record of 3 and 5 per cent Fund Accounts, 
ii, L9 9=59. 


38526 Table of Sales for Jeffersonville in the Appendix, 
39xnarican State Papers, Public Lands, Vy 543—-5ldr 


hKOinid., VI, 197. 
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acres of the last. class unfit for cultivation. ta 

A part of theso unsold lands had been on the narkat since 12073 
nearly one-half had besn placed on sale di. 1203; another portion was 
placed on sale in the fall of 1616; and the remainder in tha summer of 
1520. ie was convinced, however, that land prices Brome: bs gradu- 
ated accordin:; to the lénzth ef time th the carke$ because “within tho 
last three years At will be found that ost of the ere ee have been made 
Naw wok A : ewe 
in the older and most settled parts of the district." iis solution was 
to have a trustworthy agent or agents assess the valve of public land in 
e2cn district. : Re: Pah yn eae, . nae 

Jeffersonville and Vincennes were the only tuo land offices in the 
State authorized to issue land stock, Under the seversl acts of Congress 
Beeps! ee eC See ae OC eC Eon so Sagar oo OUnCOR ERs OT reOO 
in land stock and received $32,628.56 in puymonts. There were no issu- 
ances or entries of stock after 1933. Some lands, between 1¢31 and 1841, 
were purchased oy military bounties, but they totaled cnly 61,982 032 acres, 

Ths boon pcriod of the 1530's came late to the Jeffersonville dis~ 
trict. oales in 1633 tctaled only 63,967.05 acres valued at $79,954.21 


and even in 1635 only 49,198.40 acres were sold and $66,/,20.81 was received 


i] ro 
in payent,*° The speculation in lands adjacent to internal iuaprovencnts 


Wiosd., V, 543-5hile | 
A2qy44, | Si math ON pauuaee eae 
A2ipid, 

cog Ta ables in the Appendix; Donaldson, Tho Fublic Domain, 236. 

Lo sce Table of Sales for deffersonville in the Appendix, 
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was not felt coprecisbly in the Jeffersonville district. Saveral turnpikes 
wore built or improved and tho whitewater itiver Canal wes svarted, but 
these imcrovements ran through regions alreaay s ttled and exerted little 
snfluence on sales in the early 1830's. 

Land office sales in Jetfersorille reacned their all-tine soaie he 
1836 when 257,524.36 acres were cold at a ourchase price of 3359,366.85. 
Doon times had finally reached the district, but it was not to last long. 
Jackson issued his famous opecis Circular in 1836 and sales dropped vo 
176,057.75 acres in 1837, declined to 108,210.27 acres in 1536 and 
110,254.52 acres in 1639. Senet these four years which, HBB the 
panic in 1é37s saw the highest Sales, approximately 652, ae acres were 


sold wath the proceeds) snounting to 852,000.47 EM of aes cnoice Landa 


of the district wa ont off of ths market during this p pericd. 


_in 1240 only 18,432. 43 3 acres, wera _sold in the dis strict, with annual 


— ~—— Pee ae Ee ee Sy a ne ee ee Ie ne ea ey eR ee 


sales” averaging about 205 000 acres during the 1840'S. Lunds erty) con= 


< 5 oe wry oe ee 


sidered worthless became valuable As SISSY increased; consequently 


the annual voluze of sales continued on a a_ Steady level. The peu. Pericers 


CumonT Aiea 
reported in 1E49 that oniy Llé, 125 138 acres of the public domain. pened: 


Host of this vag disposed of under ihe Swany Land a oie Boe vation acts. 
Batween 1850 and lesbeeenys 55 654e658 acres were sold at a price of 957,259. 99s 
and in 1854, ser the graduated lands a 15152256 OL acras.were-sold at 


12% cents per acre. There was little unsold land left in the district wien 


————oorror 


2 (ser, NO. . 530), alte 
LO 


AE senate Axcoutive Docunents,.31 Cong., 1 sess., 1LE48-1649, II, no. 


Sce Table of Sales for Jeffersonville in the Appendix. 


Orxecutive Documents , 31, Cong., 1 Boaz. 1855-1856, I, no. 1 (ser. 
NO» &40), 166-167. 
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the land office was closed Januury 24, 1355 and the unsola lands attached 
oF 
to the Indianapolis District. 9 3 
vohn Jadollet, discussed in the first chapter, was resister at 
Vincennes until 1837. Ha was succeeded by his son, Albert, the assistant 


register under his father, who served until Murch 27, 1&41.° Tozether, the 


father and son held office during four decades and sarticivated in the 


great land boom seriods cf 1&16~-1619 and 1934-1339. They saw the beginning 


ot tne office's aecline due to the exhaustion of choice lands in the dis~ 
trict and the opening cf new lands north and west of Vincennes. 
ae 4). 2 
Doctor Hiram becker, —a ihig, an “ini Ccunpaizn veteran, anc a 
=-persenal acquaintance of President silliam Henry harrison, was appointed 
> dn 1641... Harrison dicd soon pieces socks? and Prosident Tyler 
--removed Decker in veptender, 1643 becaus e, Decker “gaid. "I refused to snbe 


: 54 
mit to a tax on Beene: o! _--John Meyers was then apoointed and held - 


55 . 
sroffies until march 31, 1647, followed by Jamas J. Muyes, a native son 
| 56 


m 


--of- Knox County, Indiana territory and a whig, who served until LEL9. 


General eng Orfies: sec Soe REE oi tend Bes rh NO. , 528. ‘This 
“Manuscript is in the sational archives, wasnington, De Ce ‘ 


224 Canerad Land Office, Land intry Frapers3, Vincennes, Cash Receipt 
no, 30065. ‘This menuscript i3 in the tational arcaives, wasnangton, D, C. 


3 oF7ic8 of tha Secretary of the Teed Pippo li eacnt Files, Yin- 
cennes Land Cffica, Anolications, 10493; *ilitary Bounty Land warrant Papers 
no, 60742, 49 acres, uct of 16503; Ucneral Land Sree? Notice to xezisters 

- of Appointments, I, 92. ‘This manuscriot is in the National Archives, 
. —Hashinstcon, U.. Cg 


dhorrice of ths Secretary of the Interljox, appointuent Files, 
Vincennes Land Office, 1249. 


>General Land Office, Land Entry Papers, Yincennes, Cash Receipt 
NO, 33328; Notice to ic gisters of 1 Aaa Oy a 221. 
: 56g pact ay moo orttee, Land phen Papers, Vincennes, Ce sh Receipt 
‘TO. eae : 


a ee ae : ri Wao hee totaly 1} SA. ee ee. Ee ee 
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Ke was a friend of President Taylor ami was renoved after his death, 

John C, ent OE popular Vincennes innkeeper succeeded him and served 
until the closing of the office in 1853. When the office wes seine 
later in 1353,, John R, Donearae ie editor of on influentixl Derotratic 


paper at Vincennes was installed as resister. He died in office March Ds 


N 
~ Js 59 vs s ? 3 : ‘ * . - . 
1550-6 113 Cppcnents charzed that a aubuty Conducted all the business 
f 


. s ; : cO 
of the office and thet Jones nerely sivmed the necessary papers, 


James J, hayes, who made this charge, was successful in securing the 
* a? s YY . ay arZ 61 
appointment when the office reopened the second time in iovamber, 1356, 


ms | P 
The office was again closed in 1653. It was reopened in 1559, mais 


63 
offices of resister and raceiver were combined, and Georsre E, Greene 


received the appointuent.. He was the editor of the vestem Meaty EF 
wcmCOsGus.l HSWSpAuGs PULULinuTd aL Vincennes, and violently pro-soutnem 


in sympathies. One of his editorials, attacking the Federal soldiers Kho 


“had shot citizens of Alexandria, Virginia after Colonel 2)lsworths? death 
A A  D 


7 4 : 7T?» : — 2 
; Genoral Lani Office, Land Entry Papers, Vincennes, Casn Heceint 
NO. 352173 General Land Office, Comaissions, Notices to Heceivers of 
Appointucnts, ¥, 37. 


Sortics of the cecrstary of the Interior, Appointaont files, 
Vincennes, 1553, 


Meneral Lond Cifice, Letters Keceived, no. D 32567. 


[Or rice of the Secretary of the Interior, Appointment Files; 
Vincennes, 1553. , 


Sleeneral Land Office, Bonds, Vincennes, no volume or page number, 
This manuscript is in the haticnal Archives, washington, D. C, 


O2united States Statutes at Large, XI, 373. 


B0Frice of the Sccretary of the Intorior, Appointment Files, 
Vincennes, 1359. 
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in 1261, was brought to tha attention of Prasident Lincoln. Lincoln's 
secretary, John flay, in an emorsenent to the Secretary of the Interior 
wrizoen on the , back of tne letter states "a man who openly preaches 
treason to the government shevld not be allowed to eat 4t5 broad,” Tho 
osfice was closed December 20, idol and its records transferred to the 
IndiananolAs bom ULfice, 

Receiver iathaniel Eving wes succezded in 120 D 
a younger son of “Villian teary Harrison. Harrison served until 1829 when an 
examination of his books revealed 4 shortage of $9,253.08 amd ne was re- 
moved, His father's pronainence secured him some leniency. Willian Nenryz 
Harrison and J. C, Short, his bondsmen, influenced Consress to pass an 
act iarch 2, 1831, which allowed young Narrison eizhteen years in which 
57 : 


to pay his indebtedness. 


-. Young. Harrison was followed by Doctor John Dennis Wedverten whe 


_— aw ae 


served one term. ‘oolverton applied for reappointment in 1€33 before his 
66 

comission kexpired,. “but chin Fe ae who had been renoved as register 

at Indianapolis in 1633 on char; ges of speculation and wisuse of his offica, 


was appointed anstead, Drake, a personal friend and political supporter 


Ibi Indianapolis, 1061, 
Journal of tho Sxecutive Preceedinss of the Genste, 16 Conz., 1 


EESS ey 1819-1220, Ja Tepes: 


OT american State Papers, Public Lands, VII, 1660, 560. 


eC ycurnal of the precutive Proceedings of the Senate, 21 Cong., 1 
BCBS., Le cmt it wy ae ne “7s 35% O3; SU, Ble bide, «3 VON Zey 1 SCSSey 
1833-18: Sede iv, Bilis pee Ree. 
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enator Jcim Tipton, “ was an early ssttler in Indianapolis and a very 


Oo 
ry 


wealtay man. He. had undoubtedly speculated in land warrants, cor allowed 


specuiaticn to taks place in his office, and he. had practiced: "note 
vor | 
' shaving,'* However, Urako wag absolved trom blame by a Congressional 


a] 
; 


Committees in loj, and ue demanded and received of his friend Tipton a 


land office apvointuent as a vindication~of his henor. iis term of 


Se: 


effica exvirod in June, is33é. 


n 


{ 2 . > ‘ ~~ - > m=: 
Jchn Law, son-in-law of Nathaniel Ewing and a gifted lawyer, was 
cnosen to succeed hin. is was replaced by Thomas Scott when the whirs 


come into power under tillian Henry Harrison in 1&1. seett had served in 


Harrison's campaign against the Indians at Tippecanoe. and was a personal 


8cquaintance of the new President. in 1&45. a Denocrat again because 


Shai fhe 


’ ‘ > * 
-President, cond Samuel ‘vise was appointed receiver. Ho was charged with 


Foonats iidscellsneous Papers: Keport of Comittee on Public Lands, 
-223-A3, Urake and St. Clair; papers relative to nominations. these records 
are in the National Arsaoives, kasnington, D. C. 
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Tegon eneral Land Office 
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ey » Land Entry Papers, Vincennes, Cash Receipt 
no. 24314, July 2, 1533; Greene, iiistory of Oid Che arn fox County, 
1h Ts abe dcurmal of tho ixccutive rroceedings cf tha Senate, 25 Cong., 2 


SESS ey E3721; £38, is po ae os 

Wceneral Land Office, Notice to Receivers of Appointaents, I, 2h- 
253 Military Vounty Lund Warrants no. 92561, 120 acres, act of 1850. ‘This 
manuscript is in the National Archives, washington, D. C., Office of tha 
Secretary of the Interior, Appointrent subg. Vincennes, 1549. 


Z 
Cheer oneral Land Officsa Commissions, Notices to Receivers of Appoint- 


ments, 1, 2,05 Journal cf the ixecutive Proceedings of the Senate, 28 Conge, 
2 8055., eLEL9, Vo ite 
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reappointed, 


Robert N, Cc 


indiana legislature was commissioned Ausust 28 


a bitter Loco Foro man by Robort N. Carnan and others, 


EEL & lawyer by profes 


lL anes 


he 


wri vey 


dana office closed in 1553, 


Capers 


LA, 


and was not 
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ow 


ion, and ex~sovaker 


a 
S, 1550 and served until the 


efea the office was roovened tus suse year 


John ©, Hebard, a Sew Yorker by oirth, wag appointed, dAccusud of being a 
FS] : ree ke? vie % och : 
"black republican, #2 was not reappointed in 1454, actually hs served 


Wervelioucle or 


— 
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NE 


part of the tine. 


» 


served cnly until thea 


The act reopening the office provided that the duties 
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Scught and received tho appoiniaent, but he x 


order to become De: mcecratic ¢ 


editor of the Vincennes { 
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General ee nd Office, 
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Office of the Secrot 

Cennes, 1857; Journal of the 
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SES8., 1857-1858, Ly 207° 


Ornid., 1858 


8linsa,, 1859, George E. Greene, 


82 rn 54, 
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20, 124. 
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fice again close 


and recoiver be co-bined to save unnecessary 
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andidate for County Clerk. 


veneral Land Orfice, Record of Froclamat 
tiiis manuscript is in the National 
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General Land Office, Letters Sent to pasate and 


itliy closed 


rinkls wags appointed in fiarch, 1853, but 
EO 
in June, 1558. 
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ci resister 


expensé. Sprinkle ayzain 
esigned his cownission in 
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George E. Greene, 


Western Sun, a Venocratic newspaper published at 


was then appointed and served until the discontinuance of the 
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Qa the whole, the business of the land office at Vincennes was 


placed in the hends of able men. The institution of ennual inspecticas of 


Eh, 
the land offices directed under an act passed in 1¢04, and rigidly on- 


forced bezinning in 1820, shocked the misuse of zovernnent funds but did 


i 
3 ; ry . 5 : my, « & a ~ a) Ag - 
not provent the practice. There were a few dishonest sen, out the great 


and attracted some vorzy cavable mon. Howsver, by 1245 the eflice was used 
as a reward for uediocre political hacks.. Then the office bacame the 


focal point of intense partisan politics and was extensively used to 


ha) 


further the intereats of a narty or political faction. ror sone men ene 
x 2 


gaged in politics it becaae a stepping stone to rational political success. 


> 


Gwatiney was ‘succeeded as register at the Jeffe ersonville Land Office 


s on = 


ae = Z P) ‘ 
by Williaa Lewis who sarved iwo four-year terna. Hason T, Howell waa 


‘eppointed jarch 21, 1833 and served until June 28, re © He was removed 
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A, Wie Se 


65 - 7-9 s : 
“and James Scott, a close friend of William Henry nharrison, and a distant 
kinsman by marriage, was appointed when the Whigs came into power in 1641. 
ee | PY > x 


_ Scott, who was, an old ‘many had been a member of the Indiana Ccnstituticnal 


eecnnieitiieieein adem ee =e 
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Convention in 1815 and a Pnige: of he Tndiana Supreme Court. when Polk 


Bh, epican State Papays, Public Lands, Ill, 512. 


: BaJourral of of tho DuecutivesProceedings of the ate, 21 Cong., 1 
segs., IV, 59; 555 63, blew 
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Ibid., 25 Cong., 2 sess., V, 88, 50, 93. 


nelconarar Lend Office, Land Entry Papers, Jeffersonvilla, Cash 
Reseipt no, 15533. This file is in tho iiational Archives, washington, D. 0. 


Bo rrice of tha Secrstery of the Interior, Appointment Piles; Joffer~ 
sonvilie Land Office, ee General Land Office, Notices to Kegisters of 
Appointaents, 1340-lelA, I, 95. 


8 %¢oneral Land Office, Notices to Registers of Appointaonts, 1, 96. 
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8) 
a Democrat, becans President in 1245, Scott was replaced by” John F. Read, 


a Denocrat and the son of a nromincnt Denecrat, ang woles cume back 
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92 
S Scout wags reannointed, 


rated in the electicn of 1553, Jenus F. Rec 


ee Pict ey - hay or OR, atet = 7 5 ee woe BS. 22> 
WaS reinseaved us reciscer ana remained until the effice closed, 
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GOL LGndS were avisenw wo wne Indicnigolis Land District, the land 


office records wers renoved to Indianenolis and Washinston, UD. C., and 


Janes Talbot, register at Indianapolis, concluded the seffairs of the 


(district, Hie nons appears on the lest four Recister's Cash eceivts 


issued at the Jeffersonville Register's office. 


Charles -.. Toylor succeeded his father as receiver c? public moneys 
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at Jeffersonville on Mav 4 
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removed as a result of a 55,728.50 shortace in his accounts. 
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-ortice of the cecretary cf the Interior, Appoiniment Files, 

Jeffersonville, 1249. 


Winid., 1849 and 1853. 


General Lond Office, Notices to Receivers of Appointments, 1&,7- 
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ofrice of the Secretary of the Interior, Appointment Files, 
Jeffersonville, 1853, Notation on cead's ULossier. 


"General. Land Office, Record of Preclamations for Public Land Sales, 
no, Pasi . ; 


* General Land Office, Land Entry Papers, Joffersonville, iiezister's 
Cash Receipt no. 25725-25723, 


5onrnal of the Executive Proceedings of the Senate, 16 Cong., 1 
6¢88., til, cil. 


American State Papers, Public Lands, VII, 540. 
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Andrew P, day was next commissioned receiver, foril 19, 1€24, and reap- 
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pointed ab tha expiration of his ccuwais S19 one°” . A Shortage ef 77,558.55 


106 
was found in his eecounts end ne was also semoved, on Acril 1s, 1329. . 
; oO 


ol 
: Bis tenure was followed by that of Willian Henry Hurst, the son of 
denry hurst, aide de caup to william Henry Harrison at the Battls of Tippo- 


canos., At the tic of his appointment, Henry Furst, venicr, vas Clark of 
LO2ae ; 
thse Court in Indiona. icunzs murst was also caught snort 94,250.00 in 
his accounts and removed. his father sucrificed most of his property to 
103 
pay the indebtedness, E 
= es, esas a , 
James G, Sead (2eed), a prominent Indiana Denceratis politician, 
105 
was then appointed end assumed the office April 1, 1831. ie Opoosed 


John Tipton for the senatorial nomination in LE32 and was the Democratic 
candidate for sovernor in 1833. | He diecharzed the cuties of the effice 


with credit and was reeppointed. Douglass ¥. Sloane succeeded him in 
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7? smerice con state Papers, Public Lands, VII, 560. 
100: eneral Lond Office, Land Entry Papers, Jeffersonville, Rezister's 
Cash Receipt no. 1099. 
Ll yeuroal of the mxscutive Proceecines of the senate, 21 Uong., 1 
Sess., IV, 37, 49, 53. 
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22 Cong., 2 3¢53., papers related to nomination. 
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10 tied te A, Robertson and Dorothy Kiker, (eds.), The Jchn Tinten 
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office March 22, 1839, and died in the sane rysar. Woods Mabrey - 


09 
received a rocess apvoiniuent, entered upon. his dutiss Cetober ism od. 
| Aces 110 
oma recéived a ceruanent ccounission October Alpe 20s 6 vince he was a 
pF eee hs BR 
Democrat, the Harriscn party rencved hin duly 14, 1541, ena appointed 
eRe! 
William G. armstrong, of Dethlenen, Clark County, indiana, a whig. The 


latter resigned in 1643 upon his electicn to the United States House of 
Representatives. to es Meher att 
David G. Bricsht, the father of Scnator Jesse D. Bright, received a 
| 4,4 es Pe py ys 113 . * a tT 5 
temporary appointment October 17, 1243, “a permanent eounission liarch 12, 


14 abby, 
1éhi, and was reappointed March &, 1f48. “He resig sned April L; 1849 


| 116 
because of failing hcalth and died s} hortiy efter his resignation, 


LO? Sour, oZ the bxecutive Proceedin- he senate, 25 Cong., 


Aue os hee 


5 se85., ee Wray 1625 Tey 


Rar 08s cneral Lané Cffice, Miscellancous. Letters Neceived, Septenber 

CSgEL CSD gee aN se) 
09 ua Seg re | 

eo ceneral, Land Offica, Land imiry Papers, dofiersonville, Czsh 
Receipt no. 181599. 


WCceneral Land Office, Letters to Registers and Receivers, XIV, 68. 


, : 
Wigeneral Lend Office, Land Entry Papers, Jeffersonville, Cash 
Receipt no. 12335. 
1125 snoral Land Office, Land Entry Papers, Jeffersonville, Cash 
Om 
Receipt no, 1335, 


113, cneral Land Office, Netico to ileceivers of Appointments, 18/,0- 
Losin cole i nis enuscript 18 in the Genoral Land Office iiccords in the 
National archives, 


Wasenoral Lind Office, Notice to Receivers of Appoi intuents, 12/,0- 
TEA Lee Tats aanuscript dg in the ueneral Lami Office iizcords in the 
National Archives. 


Woiot4., 79. 


U6 cneral Land ek as Registers and ee Letters Received, 
Harch 6, LEL9. 
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4. 7s Dector Samiel Merriwea ather, en old soldier who had served as a 
purcecn’s mate in ths amy at Vincennes under President Taylor, was 
appointed May &, 1&9. Persons in onnosition to his sonointnent stated 
thet if appuinted, the dutics of tha offices would bs perrormed by his son= 
SS Ra 129 
in-law. ine Gied in office February 24, 1385 
- Anew receiver was net immediately appointed as there was sc.e 
doubt as to the. coitinuance cf the office. Most of the lands in the dis- 
trick had been sold and receipts hardly equaled exsenses. At first it was 
roan to discontinus ¢ the Vincennes and Jeffersonville land offices and- 


ee 7 
attach then Me the Indianapolis District. This was opposed by the 


Conzressional delesaticn from these districts and that notice was rescinded 
: ae wet ; 
papi 20541053 
The. last person to hold the appointment as receiver at Jeffersonville 
122 


~ 


was George W. Carr, wio asswred the duties of the office april 4, 1553. 


He was a Democrat who had served as president of the sccond Constitutional 


Wioeneral Lard Office, Land Entry Pavers, Comaissions, 1647-1849, 
Notices to Receivers of Appointments, 1, 3975; Military Bounty Land warrant 
Papers, no. if83, 100 acres, act of 1650. 

Worries of the secretary of the Interior, Appointicnat riles, 
Jeffersonville, 1859. 


General Land Office, Letters lieceived, B 394236 


120 > ° e s 
General Land Office, Notice of Presidential Proclamations, no. 
486; of February 5, 1653. ; 


L2ltnid., no. 490. 


1223 ournal of tha Executive Frocerdinzs of the Senate, 32 Congey 
2 8c838., 1652-1 1853, ik, me Jeirersonville Cash Rec« eipt no, 23701. 
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Convention in I&50 and as speaker of the Indiana House of Representatives, 
; 5! 
oe = is 
Hs held office emly until January 1, 1655, as the office was close? and 
T25 


the remaining unsold lends attached to the Indianapolis District. 


ei mp tier c Te 83 awe yner,- oe ee ears Oy bas es Shey 
te uuter, receiver at inavanapolis, SuUpSsrvisca tiie closing of the 


office, even Signing the last four cash receipts, no. 25726-25723 issued 
125 
at Jeffersonville. 
The poor record of land office personnel at Jeffersonville was 


largely due to the relatively suall annual sales and the resultant poor 


. Hy s Mag na - < hs ae, . ™ 3 
remuneration. This frecuently resulted in the acvointnent cf unimportant 


= “ 


politiciens, many ef thea old men not physically qualificd to hold cffice. 
Tha preat nunber of doathas, defalcations and political rcnovuls caused a 
“high percentuse of turnover in perscnrel. Due to these factors the record 


of the personnel of the Jeffersonville offico was the worst of any land 


er fice jin) Inciana., j.).3: a. Peas abe Lt gr Sul ep a IR aeRO ES 


NEAL 5 pa rd i : 
-"““Offies of the Secretary of Interior, Appointment files, 


Jeffersonville, 1653. 

i ats 7 | 
| 12h. eral Land Office, Land Entry Papers, Jeffersonville, Cash 
veceipt no. 25725. 


. ogcneral Land Urfics, Notice of Fresidential rroclanations for 
Public Land Gales, no. 525, January 25, 1555. 


na 
128g eneral Land Office, Land Entry Papers, Jeffersonville, Cash 
Receipts no. 25726-25725. 
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a w-, SQHAPTER III SAN etc Ra a 
-- QHE TSRRE HAUTE-CAANFORDSVILLE LAND OFFICE 


The lands in the-contral part of the state comprised some of the 


richest farming districts in Indiano. There were great stretches of 


/ 


gently rolling, tree less prairie located north of Indianapolis. Along 
the strcan3 and waterways tne land was neavily tisbered end tall razor- 
sharp prairie grass, bullrushes, sedge, and cane grew on tne prairies. 
Early settlers, reared in timbered regions, considered the prairie lends 
unrertile and at firat refused to settle on then. wae prairie sod was 


hard to plow and the plains lacked TA shelters: aeeinae the weather. 


The ice of wood He oo buildings, and rentae also ) discouraged 


early Derel erential SLoughs forned in eae and becane filted with water, 


wich nue onty were tari to drain but also caused fevers and ague. 


ae ee eaten however, were easily surveyed atin comparison to wooded 
regicns. The Surveyor General of the orthwest reported in 1619 that 
surveys had been completed for 761,600 acres in the Terre Haute land 
district and 769,000 in the Brookville eis hos cee 
Congress had anticipated this report and on March 2, 1619," estab 
lished land offices at Terre Haute, lecated on the feoaen caver in south= 
western Indiana, and at Srcokville, situated on the Whitewater River in 
goutheastern Indiana, These land offices vere not.located within their 


land districts, and ths measure provided oat these -places of sale be 


en removed to central locaticns in the districts. 


a a 


Tanorican State Papers, Public Londs, Ill, 1,60. 


~ 2Uni ted States Statutes at Largo, II], 521. 


Acting undar this law, the President caused the ronoval of the land 
office froa Terrs Haute. to Crawfordsyills in the spring of ese and tha 
4, . 
on» at Brookville to Indianapolis in 1625, ° er shortly after indianssolis 


bocane ths capital of the state. 


The Terre ilaute vistrict was bounded on tne west by the indiana 


separated this district fron the Vinconnes district; to ths east the 


sscond tier of townships east of the socond principal moriuian separated 


it fron the Brookville district; northward the lands extended to the Wabash 
River and incluled the newly ceded Incian territory in that Foie: Some 


Wea Indian lands which were ceded in 1612 but not actually surrendered un= 


: til Aug ust ae 1620 2 added to the Terre Haute District in 1823. 


An act in 1228 rovid ad that ‘all end pel eneins to the government 


mien hey west of a ‘Line 2 dividing the AV ae second ranges east of the 


SES principal x moridian 1 be attached to the Craufordsville Pierce 


As tho ‘second principal meridian had bes, fot surveyed through the itdawi 


a 


Reserve end © ther northern Greve Lands, Ceres in the sane measure 


—— * ~ 


directed the surveyor eeiera of the ROetaeSt to extend the aecond prin- 


cipal memiccen Ponere! seni? Indiana State boundary "provided that the 


; “General Land Office, Lund gntry Papers, Terre asa? Casa Receipt 
no. 1459 end Crawfordsville, Cash Keceipt no. l. 
Lh. 


General Land Office, Land aaa REE, PRTC EN EAE Ie Dated 
Cash. Receipts -no.-$522 and-no, 6523. 


United states Statutes at Large, Ill, 521. 


Ginia., 783. 
Tipid., 1V, 26h. 
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assent of tho Indians be obtained to the running end aarkin g that porticn 
of the msridian lines which may lis within tha lands not ceded to the 
- §8 

United viaies," 
++. The LaPorte Land Office was established March 2,5 1833,” and it ine 
cluded ome of the lands previously placed on.sale at Urawfor!sville, 
The southern boundary of the L2Porte Lan? Office was fixed as a line 
running east end west dividing eS ee 26 sn 2/7. Tnis act perasnently 
established the boundaries of the Crawf Sordsv ities Disvrict,. 
; The approximate b boumdiary of the land district can be pictured by 
“drawing a line southeast from Hontezuma through Gosport to a point abcut » 
ten miles east of ue coos north from that point to Los: aneport; west 
“fron I Loz gansport to Raub, in Bentcn Ceunty, and extending south from Raub 
to Montezuma along the indiena State Line. There were approximately 5,127 


“equare niles, or 3,281,441.64 acres, in the public domain of this 


ci ool Oe eareacaii YO WS ene bo ge NR 
~district. SRP Noy ar a eT ee a ane east ; <ehe 
---- ~The land in the Crawfordsville District was secured by cessions 


from many Indian tribes. The Kickapoo, Delaware, Wea, Pottowatomi. and 

“Mant Indiens Claine e@ all the lend in central Indiana. A rae concluded 
at Ste Mary's end signed in October, 1818 extinguished all Indian claims 
anes onan Ran reserva tiona) to all the lend in Indiana which 
ley between the Vinecnnes, Jeffersonville and Cineinnatd fend disericts 


_ on eouth and the Wavash iivrer and the headwaters of 3t. Mary's on the 


north, this casio known in Aaiane history es the "New Furchase,” 
LOL OA A 8 A A SPO SE PEG se PTE, 


Pibid. sa an rae | 
Chay. Iv, 653. 


lscnate Executive Docursnts, 30 Cong., 2 sess., 1649-1850, I, 
(sor, NO. 530), Pree TA 


Uroyee, "Cessions of Land by Indien Tribes to the United States," 258. 
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added 5,°67,520 acres to the publie douain in Indiar nal? Cnly the tdant 


Reserve and certain minor reservations remained in indian hands 


15 
The Hiernis and Pottawatories in 1cé26 ceded all their clain to 


land in Indiana lying north end west of the Wabash end Eeuree Rivers, 


and other minor grants were made between 1625 and 1638. A portica of the 


Eig hdaud Reserve was ceded di 1633, and the remairuer was securea by a 
| 15 
treaty on November 22, 12h0. 
-On the heels of the Indians came the surveyor and the settler, by 


74 . 
_ , 


September 39, 1619, 1,530,000 ° acres had been surveyed in the New Purchase, 
tess than a year efter the Indians had ceded the land to the government; 

A eters were surveyed by 1820; and in 1523, 2,600,354, seres had 
been surveyed in the Terre Haute land district and 2,19 262218 acres in 

whe Descivilis-District. “Ab tls Gud Of bis yéar most of tne lends ceded 
by the Indicns at- the-sts-Pary's in 1618 ‘Ware ready forthe settler. Other 
“surveys were run as quickly as the endagcere ceded by the Indians, part 

of those lands in the Miaui Reserve even being run before the cession took 
Bisce sae ont a Cre Sag ie ig 

—~- -A-few of these measurements were later found erroneous and the 


Surveyor-Ceneral of the Northwest in 1846 exployed Ecnry Jackman to re= 


survey township 2 north, range 9 east of the second principal meridian. 


ar renee reece ee se Pc STE A EE ECE LO ALOIS CCP EO TDL SL IETS 


12; nordean state Papers, Public Lands, iil, LOD. 


“A3t8a., 2503 ROyes, "Cessions of Fees by Indian Tribes to the 
eee States," 
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re: Ibid., 261. 


Axuurdenn State Papers, Public Landa, III, 462. 
8rdid., IV, 596 


ieee on ae es es 55 
eae Sy 
Piats in the Surveyer General's effice showed tuo sats of purallel section 
Lines runnin; through the toymship east and west about 20 recs apart. He 
re-examined the townships monuments and found that the old section and 
quarter secticn corners were on two sets of lines 30 that a connecting 
line would nave te ba run in a zigzag Peers Jackman reported these facts 
and advised that it woulda be inoracticabls to chenze the existing surveys 
in a manner satisfcctcry to the perions cone rued. As the land was alrced; 
gold, he recomuended that the purchasers of the land in dispute be left to 
; | 19 
agree on a compromise line between themselves. 
__.-° . Most of the surveys were run at the rate of 33.00 per mile, and the 
surveyors were awarded contracts of from seven to twelve townships at a 


time. Some of those awarded contracts in the Brookville and Terre Faute 


2 oe eee ere) e - - : 
AUVA AWYW FHwe ef Oe cece le sont od er Fas ee ~ 


, - 
= ° ~— —— —< oe rent ae nea seorrias 


papers) ee stae ya Sc ok. der) MUO, of Townships. --- ...._. Price - 
Seer Onn Henan chai. eee 2-28 ern 2h. -$ 1,450.00 
' Allan Uright 7 i, 260,00 
Pee aici revise oo eer oe. 0 = : 1,260. CO 
Thomas 5rowi = ° 9 eeico 

"..... Andrew Vailace 7 1,260.00 
B, F, orris 12 1,260.00 

W. B. Laushlin TT 1,260.09 
basil pently 7 1,260.00 
John Collet PALO | | 1,650.C0 
Willien Polk 2,000.00 


Rte re 


‘Willian Harris, Jokn HeDonald, and J. A. T. Allan ran surveys north 


of the correction, line and were “apparently the first om moasure sone of ths 


-lands in ‘the Kankakee BWwaMps, ‘an area that later foecare ‘a part of the Fort 
a ee oe 


VWirxecutive Locumsnts, 29 Conges 2 SCSSes 124,6-1647, li, no. 2 
era no, “h98); Oe 
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20 7 
Wayne and Winamac land districts. SRS ate Re ry Sia GEE ea ae he 
Abner Yan Nese probably ran the last surveys in Indiana in 1°48. 


Ve faeirn gs * 
Re was awarded a contract on June 6, lél.id, for ald unmessured islands 


da tiie Tinpe 2canoe axl obher rivers in the state of indiana at tac rate of 
oe) per milo. | ; 

All surveys in Indiana were completed by the end of 1&43, and the 
maos, plats, and field notes were transferred to the ep of Indiana in 
189, as authorized by the Acts of June 12, 1040 and March 3, 1045. 

As soon ag survey r turns were posted, the President preclaized 
the lands for sale at puvlic auction by the resister and receiver of the 
land district. The tend officers 35 after lszu, ware Ger oidted sya Coneaes 


for a tern of four years. They could eet reneved by the President at any 


Bila tanson Dunn was appointed register of the new Terre ilsute 


AS: = 
Land Office May ds 1620; and hieose Waltlock was acpointed receiver. 


Dunn was born in Kentucky Decunber 25, 17sl, moved to Indi ana> Territory 
3 3 : 


in 1809, and settled near Hanover, Indiana. Elected jude of-tne county 


court of ccomnon BENGE in 1811, during the War of 1812 he entered the aray 
ami as captain of rungers relieved Captain Zachary Taylos (later President 


of the United States) at Fort Harrison, Terre Haute, in 1613. He was 


er ecerrnrenee werpnnctermene 8 SOT AE RE TB SEG EN CC A GY OLE I TELCO RS EEE ESE ECE IY CETL OSES LLDCS LIE CES DELLE SS SD 


“"General Lund Office, Letters Received from the Surveyor General 
of the Northwest Territory, ¥, ritzin to nea te Cetover (25, 1E19. 


21 senate, ety 3. Conges 2 8050., 1249-1850, SelmenOs aes 
Asar. no. 550)5 200. : a 


=e - 


2 oe 
me axccutive ‘Doewsents, 3h eae a 8033., 1850-1852, ae Oe 2, 
(ser. noe 5cS)s Ov. 
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utive Proceedings of the Senate, 16 eee 1 


ee 


<3 Journal, of the mxecu 
SCS38., 119-1820, ii, ae ey 316 


- Ieee tal a a i anaes eee Serene anes em a can enero nae 


re: 
Ls { 4 . 
Dearie 
2 ‘ » 
’ > age + eet, itt. y 
; ea roe As a! 
ee ee ee Wd Ae ee 
Wy . we? ie Fr Ane? Pes, ad 
} q 


PS te 


“Uy. 
7 = ‘ as 
& “s me 
: "s < 44 ve wa 
\ ‘ ee dak Ae ‘ 
i ( aint ‘i ; ‘ 
Ui" + ‘ ey, yee 
‘ ey a 
‘fe an Ay) A 
he ri8 ’ 
» Ale 4 . 
Fi a 
, i) 
P , ts 
a iv 
J . Vi 
* Las 
aoe, 
i 4 ae 
/ . ye 
F ¥ 
' 
a ’ oh 
+ T 
\ 
( 
Sd amex 
> ag ¢ 
i 
~ i 
- i 
ca : 
‘ - ‘ 
se 
Fa d 
or ‘ ‘ 
oe . 
if 
eae © * 
ip 3 
a. 
: id 
. 
, : 
re ee es P otal 
gtd) hte baal le al | Pdr! + daeow 
BS UE ha 
. 4 eae Ww) 
a4 : are 
a tk net fs 
eo eel a ie 
ae ee Gee o? af f 
A { 
ioe 4 
45 oe ; 
i bas PAT ¢€ 7 ‘ 
Grate Pha am To eae 
s +o45 ote aes 
ai ia = m Pe hd a 
a ale «of 
oi? : / ‘alate tA ee 
( ce UL ey oneal 
Wi onaa a ae 
‘ wou : oF ke 
oa ae Fide avn 
9 of Duk 


a mk ae | 57 


greatly interested in tha eclleges of Indiena and made several dcnations 
of tend to Wabash and ilanover Colleges, He died November 11, 1854. 
Ree Norte % ati Preperas 
Dunn was removed by Fresident Jackson, and Samuel nilroy ” was 
anpointed in his place. He was a gocd friend of Senator Tinten's and, 
like him, interested inland speculaticn. Kilroy was indirectly impli- 
cated in the receivers! embezzlement of Fovernzent money at the lend office 
in Crawfordsville, end wes not ete it nis tern Aaa hgh ARSC 
Charles Tia enera personal friend of Andrew Jackson, was appointed 
register to succecd Kilroy. He was not a resident of Indians, but at~ 
tempts made to defeat confirmation of his appointment failed. Tyler served 
| 27 | eee ee 
from October 21, 1833 to June 11, 1638, Ha a 
| Ezekiol McCennell became register on June 25, 163 and served until 
duns 29, gn Willian T. Noel, of Rockville, & Whig, was then avpointed 
register duly 8, 1841," but his tera was cut ehort by President Harrison's 
death, --He was removed 5 September ge -1843,7° to make place for John We ‘Rush, 


of Newport, Indiana. Rush received a recess appointment, effective October 


Wyison wesley. Woolenien Bloleractieal and | Historica ul Sketches of 
Rarly indinns, (Indianapolis;-1&383)> 40U-4,06. 

Cioran or the executive frroceedings of the Senate, 21 Cong., 1 
ECSSe,y 1a Beetle 


Be Seed L05 806 som eee ek a 


2?General Land Office, Land Entry Papers, BAF head Cash 
Receipt no. <C314 and no. 32353. 


eoTotdagumo. B2SS waning MOS SOe ee te 


“ICeneral Land Office, Comnissions, Notice to Receivers of Appoint- 
ments, ee he Ek aca Oe 
SGeneral Land Office, Land Entry SH, Brcwtordaysi1e, Cash 
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apt ; “ & 
30, 1843, and a permanent appointment Harch 5, 18L4, He was reapoointed 
4n, 1245 and removed June 21, 1649, as it was charged that he was the leader 
<2 

of the “Loco fecos'""~ in that section of Indiana. 

John Ey yen former re presentative in Conzress, and a cenber of 
a family poverful in political circles in Indiana, was given a recess 
anpointzent as register. However, his nomination was rejected by the 
Senate and ‘/iliiam 3, Galey, an early settler cf Crawfordsville, and a 
Whig, was appointed register Cctober 3, 1850 and served until the office 

35 | 

closed March 25, 1553. 

The first receiver cf public monies at ths Terre iaute-Cranforis- 

| By 

ville Land Office was Ambrose Whitleck.” He was born in Virginia about 


1770, joined the army and served under Hammar and Wayne in the Indian 
campaims in Ohio and northern Indiana. Whitlock helped biild Port. Wayna 
and was afterwards stationed at Fort Massac, Illincis. Later he assisted 
in the construction of a military road from Tennessee to Louisiana 


threugh the Cherokee and Choctaw Indian ccuntries. He becems deputy pay= 


master in 1610, district paynaster in 1611, finally resigning from the 


pled Land Office, Commissions, Notice to Receivers of 
So eee aie Eases 


| 32¢cneral Land Office, ree ar eeE Notice to Regist ters of 
Appointisont, I, 2h.. 


23¢ensral Land Office, Commissions, Notice to Receivers of 
Appointment, I, 65. Office of ths secretary of the Interior, Appointment 
Files, Crawiordsville, 1550 (see Galey's Application). 


hgeneral Land Office, Land Entry ea By Crawfordsville, Cash 
Receipt no. 35753. 


_ 35¢general Land Office, Land Entry Papors, Crawfordsville, Cash 
Recaipt no. 36211. 


365ournal of the Executive Procecdinzs of the Senate, 16 Cong., 1 
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ercy about 1815 with the equivalent rank of major.?! Zachary Taylor and 
William H. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury, were personal friends and 
his appointment was the result of Crawfords's influence. 

In 1823 Whitlock and his associates platted a town site in wnat is 


38 
now Hontgene y County, and neied it Crawfordsville in honor of secretary 


: 
1 
| 


Cravflord, The new town was located cn one of the principal indian trails 
that crossed Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. whitlock was instrumental in 
having the land office et Terre tiauts removed to Crawfordsville between 
Hay 21 and June 5, 1223.77 It is said that "The land office stood in th 
center of a small goup of cabins. It too was a long building aortised and 
tencned, and contained a primitive desk, and a few slab benches, with an 
desi chest to hold the silver end gold paid in for land." 40 At that one 
Crawfordsville was ihe only tom between Fort Wayne and Terres ee 
=. _- Whitlock served two terms as receiver and was then removed by 


12 
Andrew Jackson September 6, 1829. He was nominated and confirmed as 


4 
receiver in 1&1, = but declined the nomination. His death teck place 


ere NaS A RE SES II ESE SPC OE LEEDS LOE ELE DEEL EL I 


ee eae BT 355 ancis 3B. Heitman, Historical Hevig ster and Dictionary of Lhe 
Ute otatss AYTY s (2 TO OLSe, ye Srp: +UON, sue Ges 1523 aos si} LUI, Vote rans 
oureau, PGews For rcension File, Papers of uiizabeth dones whitlock. 


33, We. Bowen and Con, (pub.), History of Nontgonery County, (20 
vols., Ir ndicnapolis, Gps pL i; £5 7-556 


FF nia; Generel Lend Office, Land Entry Papers, Terre taute, Cash 
Receipt no. oO. 1459 and Crawfordsville, Casn lieceipt ne. l. 


0 : bike ; 
a A, W. Bowen and Co., History of Hontgonery County, I, 574-5756 
Mayid. 
bee enerel Land Office, Land Entry Pavers, Crawfordsville, Cash 
Receipt no. 69243 Journal of the ixceutive Proceedings of the Senate, 21 


Cong., 1. sess.,.1¥, 50, EBL 


boo eneral. Land Offices, Commissions, Notice to Receivers of 
“Appointment, I, 43. 
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in 1863, at Crawfordsvills, at the ripe old age of 93 years. 
Doctor Isarel Canby, who had served as state senator from Jefferson 


- and Jenninzs counties in the 1826-1527. and 1527-1825 szssion3s and was en 


unsuccessful sandidate for governor in 1623, Was acpointed to succeed 


Whitlock as receiver. Canby, a personal friend of Senator iipton, re=- 
pe Ae Gal RIA nae a ea ? wre 3 
ceived his recomacndatien for the appointment. He was a land speculator 


~ 


and after entering office used government money in his speculations an 


ue 


Sn note shaving. An inspection of his books in 1632 revealed a shortage 


"73 


of $52,312 sown ich caused his removal. His speculations involved Senator 
Tipton, Governor Hendricks: ace other prominent political figures in 


Indiana, All of Canby's property, even. his personal effects, were seized 


a 


by the government and sold, though his sureties were not discnarged of the 


4 


aor ; Bet Sr C Eeei St Sr Sse) «a .so= ea = * aim ae ? ene 
1SGS SNCUP CU WILE VELL TEA RELL UNe LACES. LODU® - 


Jenes-T,- Pollock, a political friend of Senater Tipton and of 


7 


Gevemor Hendricks, was appointed receiver in 1633 to succeed Canby. 


Pollock was a resident of Rising Sun, Dearborn County, and had eee an 


—9 


FeO, Nata Ta ae 


that county in n the Indiana House from 1827~1831.. 


RE Ee eR TR ee Sys a RT et IRR 


He applica for Ae ee 


ae receiver 28 et ea since , that position had been promised to 


someee! ee eee cern ee eA PI A CCL LT CC ECD 


eas and Riker, Tipton Papers, II, 11, footnote lj. 


“Journal o ‘the Executive Proceedings of the Senate, 21 Cong., 1 
See Iv, 5 D0 5 Sl, 5 ° i 

MOP cords of the Solicitor of the Teer eee EE: Suits, United 
States vs. Israel Canby: Treasury Department, Letters Received from United 
States Attorneys, Clerks and Marshalls. 


Scare ral of the Exccutive Proceedings of te Senate, 22 Congey 2 
6295, ni V pee oe 


4E2obertson and Riker, Tinton Papers, II, 451, footnote 13. 
ASmmid., II, 450. 
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John Spencer, Po! iiesk was given the receivership at Crawfordsville. He 


completed Canby's unexnired term, was Aico and served until 

mos: a 59 

February 24, 1638.7 
Haras Crume, a native of sentucaky and a resident of: Fayette County, 

ao succecdsd Pollosk iiay 20, 1633 and neld office until 16831. He 


too was a political friend of Senator Tibten and had served several years 
oi 


in the Indiana iicuse of Representatives, fron 1828 to 1638. 


Crume was removed and Jonn Beard (Saird) | was given a recess appoint= 
ye 23 | 


ment as receiver in 12.1" and a nereareaS commission in July, 1a4l. 


was @ Whig, a resident of Crawfordsville since 1£23, and had served 21 


- 51 
years in the Indiana Beate hoesiin oe His service ended at the expir- 


shes 


ation of bis comission, duly 1, 1645, 


Philip E. ingle, a mercer et een ine fe of the office 


56 


aoe 19, i oh, and ‘served until his death, about Octeder al, 1247. He 


was succeeded by Bennett Wl ries the editor ef a Venocratic newspaper 


16 ‘ 9 
ibs PY ou vournil of the executive Proceedines of the Senate, 25 Cong., 2 

SeSS., TV pe5s: nooG General Land Ce Land antry ra poo 3, Crawfordsville, 

Cash Keceipt no, 32508. ws ie = ~ Fe < x ae 


Pte obertson : and Riker, dehn Tipten Papers, II, 662, note 10; 


General Land Office, Larxi patry va rapers, Crawfordsvilie, Gash Receipt NO. 
32609. | 


caenae ral Land Office, Coumissions, hotice to iicceivers of 
Appointnent, I, 75. Say ale TORS eta e ae eae oe 


P3rpid. , = 


Slee Shoreice of thea Secretary of the interior, eres eee 
Crawfordsville, 1649. 


> >seneral Land Office, Comuissions, Notice to keceivers of 
Appointzent, I, 75. 


excneral Lend Pes Lend Entry Fupers, Crawfordsville, Cash Cer- 
tificates no. 35163 and 35524; Journal of the Executive Proceedings of the 
Senate, 30°Cong.e, 1 ses3., LBL 7-1en6, Vil, Leh. 


which supported Cass against Coneral Ts ylor in tha presidential campaign 


of 182-1849. Ambrose Whitlock charged that Enzle brougut ths patronage 


a Oe ake ee Phe Ae hae teh : 5 

of tha Governten’. into conslict wiih the freedom of the elective franchise 
e | 

and Engle was renoved June 2, 1EL%. John Beard was reappoinisd receiver. 


to succeed nin’ and served unwil the closing of the office «aren 25, 1653. 


- 


Most cf tha apvointess «ab the Crawfordsville Lana Cifice were 


iy! 


4nent men with records of lon political service in the stats. there were 
few deaths of lend office perscmiei; and tne majority of the officars served 
one or more full terms 3 whieh tended to stabilize adainistrative policies 


at the Ser ions Canby was appareatly the only officer removed for the mis- 


uss of MSOC ote funds, end Crawfordsville ranked as one of the best 


managed land of of fic es in the state. 
Tha lend officers opened public land sales at the Terre Haute Land 


eo Ne EN ee aay 

Office Sobtember 4, 1820 for two weeks. The land district contained 
= 4 tA . § 2 : 

approximately 3, 281,111.64" 2eres of lend and over 500,000 ~ acres of 


ha a rs eee 


Toftice of the Secretery of the Interior, Appointment Files,. 
Crawfordsvilie, 1549, see John ceard. 7 . 


coneral Land Office, Comaissicns, Notice to Receivers of 
Appointmerits, 1, 4c3. 


Peonera} 1 Lend Office, Land Entry Papers, Crawrordsville, Cash 
Receipt no. 32524 


ooGenar ral Land office, bana entre Papers, Terre Haute, Cash 
Receipt no. l. 
senats Docune ents, 30 Condes < SESSey LEL,E-1EL9, II, no. 2; 

Aser. no. 550), eh 3h ; : : : 


C2rnorican State ot tate Papers, Public Lands, V, 547. 


Regge .' Le nie 
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this were exposed to gale during the first public aucticn. 
5 - > Fra = 2 Cy hg 63 Ar 

The first sale at tna office was made to Philip Ucdges, ~ of Mon= 
roa County, Indiana, who paid 194.57 fer 75.65 acres. Thirty-four entrics 
were made the first day, the largest one for €0 acres. During the month 
of September, 1820, 13,291.40 acres were sold and 917,642.32 " recsived 
fron seales. 7 1825 a total of 2,600,364 acres haa been surveyed and 
271,,19h.95 acres had been sold in the district. Lenda exposed to pudlic 
sale often remained unsold for years. To illustrate this, villian lh 

ReeOy 

end Ambrose Whitlock reported on September 19, 1623, 9 the status of lands 
in the Crawfordsville district for June 30, 1628, as fcllows: ay 


se as . ~ ~ i a = bats _——-> = 


"Date Lands Placed ee Ste ek . Length of Tins 


> en Sale es Acres Unsold on Unrket 
September. ~1&20 - SMe cate —§66-Th) (623 a prgerersrer’ 3 tavsivsle 
July, 1522 : 350,105.97 5 years, U1 menths 
‘Rovember, 1822 -  -- ~i2 Sos “977,662503 --~ “5 years, ‘7 mcnths 
November and Deceuber, 1624 630,531.60 _ 3 years, 6 aonths 
“October, 1627 24> = ieee) eA be & months 
Total Acres . 1,952,260. 3 
‘Lands enced for pores ah 77,166. O02 Acres: 


Lands Reserved for Indians 12, 1060. 00 Acres. 


In 1825 over 2108,G00.CO was received Sh land sales and in 1830 
$364,739.92 was collected and 291,387.69 acres were sold, Between 1830 
and 1835 revenues of the office averaged over $200,000.00 annually. The 


land bocm reached its greatest height in 1635 when 7449,732.11 was received 


cane cpemtesnr ee Sn Sm en OCS ICCD SAI, TESS LSC LSS 


O35 snoral Land Office, Land Entry Papers, Terre Haute, Cash Receipt no.L 
Eliceneral Land Office, Crawfordsville, Abstract of Sales, I. 
; 65 anerican state Papers, Public Lunds, VI, 197. 


6) 665enate Docunents, 19 Cong., 1 sesse, 1825-1826, II, no. 20 (ser. no. 
ARAL Waly 


VRE ac State Pepors, Public Lunds, V, 547. 


i ee I a een in 


from the s:le of 359,527.65  acras of land at the Crawfordsville Land 
Office. 
The issuance of the Spocia Circular checked speculation and caused 


a sharp decline in land sales at Crawfordsville as well as at every other 


m > 
os 


fice in Indiana. Annual sales in 1837 totaled 79,790.46 acres, 


PrCneGasierecesLS1Ol W977, fi0.023 20 1538 “sales dropned to 24,606.22 
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acres, and purchase mcney ancunted to v30,511. 3. Lamd had been exposed 
to-cublic sale_in the years 1820, 1622, 1624, 1627, 1629, 1530, 1631, 1832, 
1834, and finally in 1638. 2y the last year, 163¢, there was little cheicsa 
acreage remaining in the district. sales declined steadily after 1€40, 


- and between 18,0 and 1853 annual receipts amounting to over 930,000.00 


were metecred only in JE46. = 


ee te wee 


ne From tha ovening of the office until see 2.307,669.18 acres of 


~ 


land were sold and the net proceeds suounted to 33,201,493. Aik Of this 


-* 


amount, $155,832. 59 1 was paid by means of military bounty land scrip and 
$4,588.38 by forfeited land Etc ae has ke. ery Ee Sedo ay 


-—-- The Commissioner of the General oak OEE Popaeasoe that up to 


eo x ae 


January l, 1249, ‘the ais sposition of Pagid and in tos Crawfordsville 


Land District was as follies: 4e 


ac rn 2 9 OC ESS IT CELE I OLDS I ESD OEP SLE LLL LO SAD 


a Table of Sales, Crawfordsville, in tho Appendix. 
3 bd 
OF1pid, wi 
____TIbid.3 Arorican State Papers, Public Lands, vil, 326,327. 


Tgenate Docwrents 3, 30 Cong., 2 sess., 1618-1849, II, no. 2 Gon 
no, 530), ale 


were a. 4 
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Total Acreaze in the public domain patie 3,281,411.64 Acres 
Proclaimed for sale 3,221,411.64 Acres 
Acres sold | 2,626,215.46 Acres 
Proceeds of sales 3 09 $3,373,611.81 
Acres reserved for common school lands 99,856.98 Acres 
Lands selected for rcads and canals 41,177.21 eres 
_ Grants to individuals ae 320 Acres 
Indian Reserves | ¢ 10,833.31 Acres 
Military Bounty Land Warrants, Mexican War | £5,720.00 crs 
Sranpivends | ge 18,572.00 Acres 


Lands unappropriated and unsold 402,023.48 Acres 


Crawfordsville, in 1219, paren third among the Indiana land dis- 
tricts in the total of unsold acreage. The Winamac District, containing 
the huge Kankakee swamp lands, was first, with 1,648,594 ecres; Jefferson- 
ville was second, with 416,125 acres; and Crawfordsville wes third with 
402,023 acres. Tho Crawfordsville District«also runked third in total 
receipts froa lend sales; Fort Wayne leading in that departacnt with 
$3,620,414.52; Jeffersonville second, with 53,459, 931-923 ami Crawfords- 
ville next with 53,373,511 06L0 | 

Froceeds of land sales between 1849 and 1853 averased just over 
$10,000.00" annually. Because of this decline tne land office was ordered 


i and the unsold lands attached to the Indianapolis 


Jad enatiiben AMY tL nd ae 


closed April. 7, 1853, 


T2344, 
T33cq Table of Sales, Crawfordsville, in the Appendix. 
Threcord of Proclamzticn of Fublic Land Seles, III, 240, no. 4&8 3/te 
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Land District. The land office was officially discontinued May 2), 
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PRogister and Receiver, Letters fieceived, Crawfordsville, no. 
C6969. 
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CHAPTSAN IV 


THs BROOXVILLE-INDIANAPCLIS LAND Orriccs 


The act of March 3, 1¢19 establisneu a iand offic at Terre haute 
re a 1 
as also nrovi ad for sno at Brookville, a snail town nice sted alonz the 
valley between the east and west forks of the whitewater hiver in the 
historic "Gore" tornoed as a result of the Greenville treaty. corooxville 
was ae in 16038 and during the War of 1512 it was garrisoned by 


United States troops; and in a 20 a company of United state 23 troops was 


ne 


still Seon ther . 

The Brockville oe District centained all the ‘gepeeyeres to which 

_indisn title had been Proinzaished by the treaties concl uded at st. Mary's 

in 1618 8 "Lying east of ths rane line sepa grating the first and second 
ronzes east of the second principal meridian extending north to the Benen 
Indian boundary, and north of the line to be ren separating the ninth and 
tenth tiers cf townships north of the base line." nw The northern boundary 
of the Indian cession was vaguely peated Gut essentially Ji weenie to 
the headwaters of the Wabash and St. Mary's Rivers. 

‘A new land office was established at Fort Wayne by an act haeeel in 
1é 22, and the. southern beundary of that district becune the northern 
boundary of fe Indianapolis District. This weasure directed that the 


boundury be a ling drawn east and west separating the tiers of townships 
TS ‘GS 


etcetera ern LCC ELC CL EL TC CELLET: CLS SOL OLE OO 


dunited States Statutes at Large, II], 521. 


2susust J. Reifel, History of Franklin County, Indiana (Indianapolis, 
1915), 193. : 


Ziinited States Statutes at Large, III, 521. 


ee ene 


Lnoyce, Indian Lend Cessions in Indiana, 258, 259. 


20 and 21.° We | Seen 30h) i Fn SY 
| 6 
The Indianapolis bound: we3 avain chanved in 1€46 by adding all 
. o — 
Lancs ——. south of a line dividing the twenty-third and twenty-fourth 


tiers of tosmships, i‘ahis was the last change uade in tie uistrict's 


+ 
4 


poundaries until other lana offices in Indiana were closed ana the unsold 


lars attached to the Indianapolis Distrist. 
Tha approxigate vounderies of the Indianapolis District after 1a46 


.may be descrived by a lii:c drawn eastward fron Burlington through hokone 


to the Ohio stuts line and soutn along the state line to a point opposite 
Fort reese ey: Cnio, west to Portland, Indiana, southwest to :iiilhousen, 


Decatur County, west to a point about four miles east of Dloomizgton, then 
north from that point to surlington. ; Roget Dy te ats 


Tha sale of public Land CES per sena not primarily eas a natter of 


-_ 


public service, put rather as a means of raising revenue to extinguish - 
the public debt. Thus, when a land office ceased to be profitable or 
becane alate lecated, it was the established practice of the 
General Land Office, after 1640, to aboli ish land districts and remove > 
“land offices to nore desirable eee ack The authority for this policy 
| fas Reneinca in two acts of Congress, one enacted June 17, 1240, and 


the other Harch 3, 1853.° 


United Stites Statutes at Large, lil, 701. 
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The Act of 1€40 directed the President to clcse a land office and 
attacn the remaining land to a centraliy located office in tha state "when 
the unsold acrease in the land district became less than one hundred 
thousand acres. ? The Act of 1853 also directed the President to closs a 

: land office when the cost of Aieseee land revenues encunted to one- 
third of ths gross eel ote 
A3 early as 1£25 the Comaissioner of the General Land Oifice recen- 
mended that the nunber of land offices in ths state be limited to one, to 
be located at the state paiiuere By 1540 there were less than 100,CCO . 
_ acres of unsold land in the indicnapolis istrict, and it was thought that 
the office would be closed. However, Secretary of the interior Thomas 
Ewing refused to close the office because "Indianapolis is the seat of 
government of the state-—a point at which it will be desirable, ultinately, 
to close the land business of that state--I have deemed it proper to con= 
tinue the land office at that ey depen 
: The President, under the Serenity of either the acts of 1840 or 
of 1653, closed the Fort wayne Land Office February i shloles * the Craw= 


LV 
fordsville office April 7, 1653; and the Jeffersonville office January 25, _ 


"Ibid. , V, 33h. 
10tpid., Ay 194. 


Uesonate Docuacnts, 21 Cong.) 1 gese., 1829-1830, I (ser. no. 192), 
315, 316. . 


12s nate Executive Docunents, 31 Cong., 1 sess., 1¢e491850, X1il, no. 
2 (ser. no. Noe . 550), 1; 30-6 


13General Lend Office, Miscellaneous letters received, BL73&6. 


‘ danscord of Proclamation of Public Land Sales, 1V, 177, no. 428 3/h. 


1855, “and attached all unsold land to the Indianapolis District. The 
Vincennes Land Offices, which had been opened and closed several times, was 
> s & J >. ~~ 4 16 i} 

reopened gor three years by the act of December 21, 1550. it functioned 
until Deceaber 21, 1€$1, and then its unsold land was also consolidated 
with the Indianapolis District. 

. ae = . ° 
There were few rublic lands unsold in Indiana by 1°61. The 

Indianapolis Land Office wes maintained at that. time primarily as a means 
of information for persons owning or claiming land, or by assessors, 
sheriffs, surveyors, and cthers who wished to establish lines and correct 

: > xd re Fa) o + rye uy 2 
title descriptions. The office was closed September 30, 1&70, and its 
records amd functions transferred to: the General Land Office, Washington, 
DeeCee, ate ee ee eae as 
-Some of the lands-in the Br mocleviA Tesind venebort s District wera — 
placed'on saleby the Government in 1620 under the supervision of land 
officers Robert Hanna and Lazarus Noble, register and receiver, respec- 

‘ é 8 

tively, of the new land office located at Brookville. Hanna was a 
member of a pioneer Indiana family which had settled near Brookville in 
territorial days. He had served as a member of the Indiana Constituticnal 
RE PAR Re RCE ee ie ah PEG SU o 26 A 
Convention “© and was later appointed United States Senator (in 1831) to 


finish the term of Janes Noble, whose death in that year left the office 
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V9 eeneral land Office Notice, 528 ' ed ee ain. ala 


‘légcneval Land Office, Record of Proclamation of Public Land sales, 
UAE TIM Re oie ee na TO a COR Ee Reta -- HH 
Lynited States Statutes at Large, X14, 121. 
Lope at of the Exccutive Froceedings of the Senate, 16 Cong., 1 
BESS. 1619-1220, ign ta ul 


Lgsarcy, History of Indiana, I, 246. 
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vacate Hanna served two teras es resister, was appointed oe third 
term in 1€28, but was renoved by Andrew Jackson Auzust 27; 1829, who 
cuzaission WAULUAMEM Ob. ULais <Ozister. 

St. Clair, the grandson of the first Territorial Governor of ths 
Northwest, arthur St. Clair, was a young man of pleasing personality but 
with littls business sense. While in offices he was eeosed upon by land 
speculators and even by his cwn clerk, Serious charges were brougnt 
against both ot, Clair and James °, Draxs, tne Indianapelis register, and 

| 2: 
they wera removed in hovember, 1553. 

- Janss B. Gardiner, who conducted the investigation of the charges, 
_reported that the land cffice was kept in the second story of a building 
“ owned by Alfred Harrison. Harrison hed a store on the first floor and in 
-eddition, one Nichols UcCarty occupied a room on the ground floor for the 
- purpose of exchenging military bounty land scrip with the purchasers of 
-public-lands. -.--- —-~ t.c->:- Ve garerecia Bet aie ee ee Se 

- + .° . The Comaissioner of the General Land Office issued a circular in 
- May, 1833 forbidding speculation in scrip by land office personnel which 
_ St. Clair internreted as applying to land officers but not to clerks. The 


Snvestiguticn showed that he never personally profited by this speculation, 


-although James P. Drake, the receiver, had actively p articipated in these 
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20hobertcon and Biker, John Tipton Papers, il, 146, ee 9. 


te Alas: Tee Office, Land entry oss Terecolioe Cash Receipts 
nos, 10122 and 10123. 


22 Sonranh ef the Exeeutive Frocesdings of the yenate, 20 Conge, 2 
SESSe; TV, eo, Ca Law 


<3 Journ? of the Exccutive Procecdinzs of the Senate, 21 Congey 2 
SCSBe, IV, 5 DU, le Neer 

2isonate Niscellancous Papors relating to nowinations, 233-43, 
St. Clair and Drakxe, 


OES ET RE TEN ETT TY BT IY PE ERLE ETT LST ETE EN EE A wes 


, . Wis Ris Te 


After both men were removed in 1833, they imuediately apcealed to 


Senator Tipten, thoir political friend and ally, for help. He succeeded 

° ey Lee a Ys Sus FT eee Vie me I <4 : J ayy 25 

in having them clesred oy wu Unitsd States Serate investigation in 1534, 
While the inv: EBs was in progress, William 3. Slaurhter, 


probably cistantly related to Tipton, was anceinted, on hkovember 28, 


of F eal f 
1833,“° and remained until July 8, 1234. As scon as St. Clair wa 


| 

cleared of the charzes, Siauchter faced out of the victure and St. Clair 
: | peek 

was reuppointsd resister at Indienapelis and served until his resigna- 


ey) 


tion February <3, 153328. 

David V. Culley succeeded him and took office arch 23, 1838,°° 
remaining until] February 2, 1245,. He had been a meuber of the Indiana 

legislatures nd Democratic candidate for Lieutenant—Govermor in 1833-1834.° 
-... Nathaniel Bolton, editor and publisher of a Denocratie newspaper 

at-Indianapolis, was comnissioned register in 1246." He becans involved 

$n-the dispute over General Taylor's report ef the action of Indiana troops 


in the Hexican War and was removed when Taylor assumed the Presidency. 


Bolton was follewed by William H.-L. Noble, a whig, and the only 


2>Ipid, : 
28ceneral Land Office, Land Entry Papers, Indianapolis, Cash Neccipt 
no. 16542. 7 tie ait 


Tidy 1 NOs 2030%, 


ue 2836 Journal of athe Exegutive zrozectings , (oh , the 12 Ree tot 23 ee. af 
SCSSe,y happy L014, ses, , fi eo ha , 


27vi4., 25. Con? ., 2 5038., V; 71, & 
Papers, Indianapolis, Cash Recoipt no. 3052 


23 Gabomle bard Office Land immtry 
Gf and no. 30530. 


20tH ia, 


Aanover rtson and Riker, Seba Tinton Pavers, il, 759; &55, foctnote 333 
Journsi of ths Executive rece n7s § Glvula couate, 27 JONZey ~ SCSSey V4, 
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Ais; Zndiwiapelis, Canh dace et no. 313505. 
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| son of Lazaris Noblo, former receiver at Brookvilie.?” His mother was a 
daushter of San C. Vance, the first register of the Fort Nayne Land Office, 


and his uncle, Janos Noble, had served as United States senator, Another 
uncle, koah ao was a foragr governor of Indians, Young vcble was 


sraduated frou Vabasn Colleze in 1¢47 and at tas tine of 


was deputy clerk of the “layne County Circuit and Probate Gouetstce ile 


enterad cffice November 10, 1549 and served until April 30, 1053. 


be) 


Ho was succoeded in uffice by a Democrat, James Talbot, an elderly 


man and a former rosident of Crawfordsville. Talbot was the father-in-law 
36 


of S. qT. Drum, a nephew of Representative John Pettit. Under Talbot's 
é directic n the land offices at Crawfordsville and Fort | Wayne were discon- 
“timed. He was rem oved because it was Biseeed "that Talbot has not been 
a moat ef the district for one day since his appointment. Now near 


_ four ‘years, ‘the duties of whieh he has always had performed by our State 


Treasurer, while he att vended to his other business at nis residence in 


eS . ere = 


Jeffersonville, Clark County." ala ie a ane Pa 


George Meuat, also a Democrat, was commissioned register Nay 3) 
ee re 5 ] 9 


—1658,°° and -renained in office until July-1,-1-61. . Hownat was an 


seemmreewtemensinnscassnetery uneaneenen posses ites GS A CPE APACE SOOO EES ECAC LCCC 


220 ¢fhce of the Secretary of the Interior, Appointment Files, 
Indianapolis, 1649. seh sche : ea reas sae 


Fhrvsa, | | : 


Tae ae office, eee AO) ee Indianapolio, Cach Receipt 
e Res 34259. 3 SS gh yar. 


36orrice ¢ of the Secretary of the THeecine’ Appotntont Files, 
indian polis, 1953. 


IThpid., 1657, Petition for the removal of Talbot addressed to 
Representative. Janes ie Vance, dated February l, 1&57. 
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3genex ral Land Office, Commissions, Hoek to Receivers of Appoint- 
+ nent, } Fras Y 3s 1658. a Salt 9 ; 
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bby 


Indianapolis businsss man ami a descendant of the scotch clan of HacGregors. 


There was littie land gold at the cffice poet his adainistraticn and that 


Brewing was on elderly aun, en old resident of ths state and a 


forser Denocrit, bub as the time of his appointacnt a cepuvlican. ite con- 

tinued to adzinistor the small affairs of the office until it closed in 
seed 

1870. 


Lazarus Noble was appointed tie first receiver of tae Srooxville 
a 4 se ‘oes 0 2% er an 5° eee 
Varsi Office day 5,.2520. He was the brother of Senator Janes soble and 
also a brother of Nosh Noble who later became Governor of imuians. ne 
appointed in 1824, he died during the removal cf the lana ofiice frou 
| 9 3 2 4h y J és 8) ° , a 4. 
- Brockville to Indianapolis. Upon his death his accounts were audited 
z 1 Pa mike | 2 3 L2 71 _ yee . ye rz) * 
and a shortase of 73,933,11 as scoverad, te was succeeded by nis orother, 
Henh Noble, later Governor cf Indiana, who served until renzovea by Jackson 
aes nnn oe | 
SentempercLs,. Loco ers ektcosee ee unte EXa bate a et A os 


~ci i Zanes P. es was given a recess appoinwzent as receiver av 


eth hd 
Indianapcelia and was peeenentl a commissioned March 25, 1650. is was @ 


3%. Feet i and) 0 Office, Lettera Received, Brownings Keceipt for In- 
ventory of office aT Siun73, Gate July 1, 1eé13 Orfies of the se soretary 
of the Interior, tppuiniaent Files, Inaianapolis, | ied re elas 1241, No= 
taticn on pein 's vessier of Appointuentdate; United oiatus Statutes 


at Larze, ZLi, (20 vols.) part i, tele. 
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Uo sees of the Executive Proceedings of the senate, 16 Cong., 1 
SC3Se, roy Seay 
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Worcice of the secretary of the eee Appointment Papers, 
Indianapolis, 2th), as nia 1, Le nuCOL Oe 


eet Executive Documunts, 25 Congey 2 SeSSey 1837-1638, ill, 


eran 


(ser. NOe Cer Bie 


WB3¢sneral Land Office, Land Entry Papers, Indianapolis, Cash Receipt 
Nos 6650. znd- no. LOL6L.- = =- 


———-_ oes 


Wa Sournal. of the Executive Proceedinzs of the Senate, 21 Cong., L 


eeatine otis ehoBt hen mh al aad 
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very good Dusinessdan, 2 political power in Indiana, and a firm friend and 


supporter of Senator Tipton. Drake's business activities led him into fond) 


e 


and scrip soseulaticn and ote shaving. He was charzed with misconiuet in 
office ani, alony with St. Clair, removed. Cleared of these charges in 


133!, by a Senate cozwaittee ef investigation,“ Senator Tipton secured for 


~ 16 


hin an aapoinicent as receiver ct the Vincemes Land Offics the sams year. 


Ya served as colonel of tne first Indiana recinent in the Mexican war and 


esin 
afterward returned to Indiana and engaged in business ara politics. He 


later moved to Hadisen,. Alabama ang w2s in rosidence there when he died, 


! vee . 
August 12, 1876. fl he era : 


Upon Drake! 3 enor as aceiver of. the Indianupolis Land Office, 


ee eiic owan : . _48 H 
Abner ieCarty held the office fron Noveaver ines 1833 unbil his resigna- 


thon ne: Uns we Vadartey , a mamhayr. at a fom der eed Sal ol abbaa et aeseteiols) ts 


oe : (etn oe me re = - 


~ Tipton, © was partly res sponsible for the oars preferred avainst St. Clair 


ana Drake. NeCarty's appointment was an atteapt at appeaseaent on Tipton's 


part, but at failed. An tropention of MeCarty's books revealed a shortage 


of. Seeing Ly, and suit was ordered against hin by the Federal Governaent on 
i) 


February 2, 1537. He’ rasivmned before ha could be removed. 


pe) 
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 Wosenate Wiscellancous Papers relating to ae! Semabat 2328-43, 
Ste Clair and Dratse. 


164 General Land Cece? Land Entry Papers, Vincennes, Cash Receipt 
ViGiete) 79> Lott ae ie . 
ATveterans Administration, Widows Pension, File no. 1249, applica~ 
tion of Priscilla Holmes oreke. 


WE ourmrk of the Executive Proce edints of the Sonata, 23 Cong., 1 
scas., IV, 333, 410; General Land tfLice Lami entry rapers, Indianapolis, 
3 ®) s) #2 F) J 3 
Cash Receipt no. 15322. 


M9 sonats Ss cooutdve Bocunents, 25 Conges 2 seuses 18637-1838, V, no. 
11 (ser. NO» 325) ys Sle . 


Seton {cr Seatcn) W. Norris waa appointed receiver of the land 
a a 50 
office in McCarty's place June 27, 1836, and remained in office until 
January 13, 12.9. He was a friemi of Sipten and a supporter cr General 


Harriscn. mt geen ane : re st a Ty : é iA Ys Sa ae 


Spt 
James P, Drake succeeded Norris and was given a recess appointment” 


by the Dencerats before the Presidential election of 1248. Drake's de- 


: oe y -_ ~ -~ 2 +> 2 
nunciation of Genei:al Lang's conduct at the Debtie of suena Yista,° mexico, 


m 


led to his rez:io.al &3 soon as Teylor became President. cenas Lake was then 


53 


appointed receiver on January 13, 1549,°" but died before entering upon his 
official duties. | - | 

John W, Thoapson, a “Whig, and a resident of indianapolis, neid the 
office fron April 7, 12,974 through May, 1653. 29 Thempson was born in 
‘Westmoreland County, Pennsvivenia about 175 end settled in ( Clark County, 
pages $n 1809. He was a licutenant of dragoons at. the Battle of Tipps~ 
cance later served in both houses of the legislature, and was Licutenant- 


Governor of the State.°° - 


7 Le : oa) . 7 r] - . ee QP 3 
“Journal of tha Executive frocesdinys of the venate, <4 Conges i 


SC3S., IV, 564,° 556. 


oa ceneral Lani Office, Commissions, Hotice to neceivers of appoint- 
ment, 252; confirmed February 3, lok9, erfective UU ii, Lo47. 


office of the Secretary of the intericr, Appointment Files, 
Indianapolis, 1849. 


S33curnal of the Executive Proceedings of the so ait 30 ces 2 
SSSI pt in Et Col es Pa 


Pheencral Tend Office, Gombseions, Natica to Receivers of fetes 
mare 340. 


55Genoral Para: Office, Land eee Papers, Indianapolis, Cash xeceipt 
no. 35210. | | ; 
; SSorrics of the Secretary of the Interior, Appointment Papers, 
-Indianapolis, 1¢49. 
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Thor: ioson'a successor, the Reverend Calvin 4h. Tater, hed been a 
Methcdist circuit rider for mors than thirty years and was in failing 
health when apreinted. Uo was at bescerat, and through tae powerful support 


of Senator Jesse i. Brignt, had received tne & ointwent on April 21, 1653. 


During his aduinistraticn he helped close the Jofferscnville Land Uirice 


57 
ard also sold the last lurze lots ef land left in the Indiananolis District. 


Charles G Compbeik succecdcd futer on June 15, 1i58 and served until 


55 


February é, ned.” iia wag an old man, a Democrat, and haa serv ryved two terms 


Soa 


as sheriff of Harton Gounty. 


hea tue Republicans wen the idency in 1861, william Uoas, a 


here-working Republican, replaced Campbell. Boaz, a wealthy young man, 
fad served on the Indian polis city gouncil.”? 


> Granville H, Ballare, the last receiver at Indianapolis, was com- 


aa) 
nissioned April 105 LEOG,_ _and resained in office until the land office 


was abolishe ed September 30, 1876. él 


wee 


Eee Sone very able men administered the duties of the land office at 


Indianapolis, and except’ eae Koble;” Drake; ard ReCarty, | there was apparently 


ne corruption. Nevertholess, centrally located in the state capital, the 


Eee eee 


? 


5 my | 
PTipis Ap lkseeye tere es est Rubsr's and Compoell's Appointment rapers. 


Seeger 


ae oe (om ° 
lpia, LGD, brief of Ganpbds Les Appoantacht. vyapsrs and co 10S3 of 

Boaz, 1&013 L; Journal of the mxecutive ereceedinzgs of the scnate, 37 Congey 

EHBOS5 oy fdxy 27 1p Ue 

Sap olroid. oy 


OOsoysnid ef tho sxecubive erocesdinys of Bue Bonito, uh CONZes at 
SCSSey LE 59, n¥iLl Weer: Soe 


6lynited States Statutes at Larze, XX, 121, part 1. 


eee manage sete. 


Deane fe 


ea 


ae 
nel. 


; * ay rane ‘ : ; bie ‘ 2% Ww iced Uaian r Liev VDN ray it ; eyes, 1 Ae sy ee | 


i ; } J ; rey t Dt me POLAT We fi oy oe Het Com Ave: 
: i 


’ 


— ’ vi 
iy 
: PY ’ 
. wv 
‘ < 
. (eine 
‘ yd P ry 
*) K ( i. T 4 ne 
P aed : Aah A ENS 
‘ * ae) oe = 
ig alee ie. fier 
+ ite ae of) oe ben: ty ay a 
: eles eH ' A a4 ® 
5 Ohh ty | Ailes ics Ae 
i, a7 BN Eee Nee a 
I, mis ay “4p ee das) i 


78 


office provided a ccnvenient usans of making political contacts and render~ 
jnz favors to Indiana politicians. A mumper of tha men who held office 


tnere capitalized on tnes3 ovsportunitias in the SV aches énd vusinsss 


a 


world, HKobert Henna became a United States sonateor; iioan iucble, Governor 


of the State of Indiana; Jemos r. vrake ami Grunvilie nu. Sille:d becana 
quite successful in the business world. The Brockville-Indlanupolis Land 


Office was not duninatad ror a long time by a2 few men aa were the offices 


ae Vincennes and. Jeffersonville, where Harrison, the Clerks, and Jesse D, 
Bricht endorsed and cecided most of the apnointzents. 
This chapter nas discussed tha Peinderest indian cessicns, surveys 


and ‘peroennel or the Brookville-iIndianapolis Land District. Une more topic, 


~ the actual sales, remains to be discussed. When the new land office opened 
62. 


its doors for business on October 3, 1c2u, ha first custower, Nathen 


Ryle, of ee County, Pennsylvania, purchased 60.03 acres at 11.25 per 


ee 


‘Ths land of f4 icers offered 36 townships and fractional townships for 


6! 
sale in 1220 urder the proclamation of April 18, 1€20, * other lands being 


65 66 
added in 1621 and 122, In 1620 sales totaled 96,367.68 acres, and in 


1821, 206,913.Sh,; three tines the total of sales at all cther Indiana offices 


O2cencral 1 Land Cifice, Land intry Papers, SNS east HE tnt 
Cash Cortificute no. 1. 


63144, 
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ChGeneral Lund Office, Record of Proclamation of Public Land Sales, 
I, 39. - 


~ SPrpid., 15, 5h. 
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Agerican State Pavers, Public Lords, VI, 197. 
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for that veer. Between 1820 and 1829 p purchasers boucht 911,074.93 acres 
4n the land district. During the same period the total acreage sold in 


Indiana esounted to 2,169,L,9.70 acres, the largest amount of any state in 


67 


tho nabion. peas sate SI er gh de ee tee OCR me Ea eT 


Tne exceptionally large volume was becausa of the good yuality of 
the lends and their lccaticn neur the state capital, ioah Noble, the re- 
ceiver, reported in le2d that 237,170.03 acres brought an dvereze price of 


e 2 - ~~ Ce Ps Le 7 nd diate v4 i> tied 4 = see , = 
fl.dd: per acre and 570,327.52 seres an averase price of -iec> Ler accra.’ 


AAA 


He reported further that cn dune 30, 1é25 there were 3.,652,101.65 acres 


unsold, whieh he divided into the following categories ty 


72 of lends as lst rate, would sell at 41.25 rer acre ae 


Oe pet -1/5 of lends as 2nd rate, would sell at ..75¢. per acre 


3 68 
3/5 of lends as 3rd rate,. would scil at spol aperwacra. 


oc; Land stock: was. exployed in the- Res e of lands at Indianapolis as 


well-as at other offices in indiana. piers used stock valuei at 9499.97 
690s 


4n purchasing. land at indianapolis in 1€29 and $1,673.69 in 1830. ahe 


total amount of land stcck received in the oayment of public. lands in the 
79 ioe. 


Indienapolis Land District was 43,122.00. See a oe 

Huge cuantities of military bounty lund scrip were placed on the 
market in 1631, 1832 end 123% despite the fact that it was vought and sold 
at about one-half of its nosinal value, scrip could be entered at face 


value on any public land already placed on sale, Military bounty land 


WSingd., V, 547, 548 
§9xn44., V1, 194, 316, 455. = - 


Mrnia,, Vil, 326, 327. 
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scrip was extensively usad in be payment of land at the Indianapolis Land 
Office because of the activities of Nicholas NcCarty, one of the mexber 


‘ As : “ 
OL & WiaGesnread sit, 


ay 
~ 


wien 3peculabed in bounty land seris. .iclarty, wita 

the help of denes P. Drake, the register, and the receciver's clerk, Thane 

uN (Be Seg | uO j er > 2 = “A: G2 = 

Sharpe, were apls to 2as3 e102, [a7 «on veren Ul scrip, in ic33: “alone... A 
a ~ ry 7 > ’ 1 ° 

total of 3393,762.74 of ailitary bounty luni cerip was cnvered 2% the land 

office between 1831 and 1343. Unly 72,000.00 waa enberea aiter 1336. 

The annual sales at the Indianapolis Land Office during tha 1630's 
continued large uo throuch 1836 and reached new heights in 1¢35 when 
292,19), acres of land were sold and 5372,75S.L, were received as purchase 

3 ? 


moneys Tee sluaped te 365,215.11 in 1637; in 1333 only 714,493.94 was 


“ 


received; erd in 1842 the estes ea! 800.04 acres of land and receive 


ol. 000. 05 in va The better eporg Yannis in tha district had heen 


sold, sel ae Seige aes corioushy conside < closing the effice. Howaver, 


F< Dee. 


‘to avoid this action, “part ote iho ee Reserve was attached to the land 


aes ind 23 80% ona as surveyed, the ‘Yands” were placed on sale. ‘The sale 


“of this. land wag reflected in the sales at the office in 1é47-1&, 


a0 —- ee oe . eee ae 
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Ascnate Executive Papers, Papers relative to nominations, ot. Clair 
and Drake, 230-43. ‘these docwaents are in tho liational arciives. 


Beco Table or r sales, Indianapolis, in the Appendix, 


—— |. 


Acres Purchase Money 
Sales in 1&5 wore 1,,973.CO $ 6,216.24 
Sales in 1845 wera 1,074.43 5,092.68 
bostachin levee 2 26,215-78 SRP eS 
Sales in 1245 were 88,994.19 173353U.99 
Sales in 149 were 43,500.25 ~ 83,551,.56 


Many of these lands sold at a premiun. For exaz mole, in 1851 4 
total of 24,303.62 acres were sold for 745,382.43, or slightly less than 
an average of 42,00 per acre. 

The disposal of public lands in the district up to 1¢49 is shown 


by the report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, made in 


e.gi" 
Acres in the District spe 2 5869,656.92 
Acres proclaimed for sale eo e612 95807 
hoor cane | es eke 557873 
Proceeds of land sales | * -$3,307,920.08 
Acres reserved for school lands 90,706.51 
Acres selected for roads and canals 70,359.87 
Acres granted for seat of government 2,560.00 
Acres of swamp lend "0 + 38)193.00 
Acres in Indian receervations : 1,269.56 


Unscld and unapprepriated lands (acres) 144559302 


W3ivid. 


Theonste Documents, 30 Cong., 2 8e55., 1249-1550, Il, no. 2 (ser, 
no, 530), 23. 2136 : 
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sold at 123 cents per acre and recaipts totaled $532.89. 
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Under the Graduated Land Act of 1654, there were 4,263.14 acres 
75 


Between 1659 «nd 1271, the office sold 17,&29.67 acres and received 
> 20 G12 Baie aynent 4053 3 4 xe Sonnet h Homn2D bead» La ry: Fd 
gO, ~cO in payment despite tne ract that the nonestead Law, granting 
free lands to bonafides settlers, was enacted in 1662. There were 45 can- 
celled Homestead entries mads at the land office ar:i 33 Homestead Pinal 
Certificates were issued. David Taylor was issued the last patent in 
Indiana under ths Homestead Act. His title was to an island in the Wabash 


River, located in Sulliven oe 


7 


There were no sales made between July, 1856 and Auzust, 1269,‘ and 


the last cash entry (no. 34,239) was made at the Indianapolis Land Office 


“in 4971.79 The office was closed in 1876 and its business transferred to 


the Sess of interi SURE seral Land Office, iashington, D.C, That 


office NERS issued Se veral land patents for indiana Lands. - The last was 


re 


€0 
issued an 1910 to ote Cabbage for the eoutheast EROS southwest 


quarter, ‘township 19, 3 ein range 7, west of the socond principal. meridian. 


_ Dixeeubive Documents, 34 Conge, 1 sess., 1855 “1858, I, no. 1 (ser. 


[on Pierced estate tie oii teats hanenaise Canora): Land 
Fe . 2 
Office, Division H, Statenent of Fund Acccunts, IV, 35.2, 304. 


WGeneral Land Cifice, Abatract of Sales, Indianapolis, loaestead 
Final Certificate no. 33, in tie national Arcnives. 


78general Land ee Suc ceo of sales, Indi ssapolis, in the 
Naticnal Archives. ~° 
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8C¢eneral Land Office, Land Entry Papers, Patent no. 308287. 
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THS FCRT WAYNE AND D OFFICE 


Congress, © anew land district in northern 


td 
6 
ba 
Sq 
OD 
w 
ft 
CY 
to 
ass) 
. 
Q 
a | 
ty 
3 
Gt 
(4) 
fi. 


3 up en te » op Oy Re Lith mr. 
indiana and established a land office at Fort Wayne. The act, in part, 


is as follows: 


: t\ Lay rf a 5 in ed -“, , 
For the sale of unappropriated Land 
Cine 
te 


tne foi U5 OW 


Indiana, +0 ‘Waten the Indien title is extinsuished, 

ing dictrict shall be formed, ami a lund ceffice establisned; all 

the public lands as aforesaid, to which the indian title wa 

extinmisasd by tho treatics concluded dbatwoun ors ste 

ae or Octo ee ae lying east of the rane line separa ing 
7 


as east of the second srincin 

sent indian boundary and north of a lin 
os es aye run separating ae tiers of townships numbered 20 and 2ly 
commencing on the cid indian boundary, in ranzes 13 cast of the 


+h 


said principal meridian, in Handolph Gounty, end the caid dis- 
trict to be bounded on the east by tne line dividing the states 
of Ohio and indiana, shall form a district. ror whieh a land 
office shall be estadlisned ai Fort Wayne. ; 

The boundary of the new district can be illustrated by drawing a 
line opnenee at a point midway between the towns of cre and Kirklin, 
eastward through Muncie to a point north of Winchester, thence northeast 
to Portland and thence to the Qhio-Indiana state line, The state ‘Line 
constituted the eastern boundary. The northern boundary was a Vague One, 
but in goneral. it ort Cae the headwaters of the Ste Mary 's iver west- 
ward to the headwaters of the Wabash River, but excluded the Miami Reserve. 

2 : , 
In 1828 Congress extended the linits of the district by adding the 


newly ceded Indian lands ‘Lying Woast of the line dividing the first and 
aaa ree ST 


mited States Statutes at Large, IIl, 201. 
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'-2ypid., IV, 264. 
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second ranzées east of the secone principal meridian, and north cL tus 
southern boundary of the Fort Wayne district.” Ona of these cessions of 
Janis ley oetween tre Wabash and Eel Rivers and ths other larze area was 
located in northeastern Indiana ‘4n what is now LaGrange and Steuben counties, 
Cn February 19; 1831, Cengress added most of the oublic dorain in indiana 


nes 2 ++, ae -alse 0 sean ey - & ; 
northcast of tne Yenkokes svamnps and north cf eT abasn Fiver to the Fort 


Wayne Land District. Tae act provided "that all lands +0 which the Indian 
title is extingud shed, lying in that part of the State of Indiana which 


is east of the Lake iichise Oeeserore deor the northern line of said 
state, and not atta ached to any deni district," be sold at the Fort sayne 
Land Office, | oe CE cal te RN a ye 

- Congress eetaniiehed a new Sha district in northwestern Indiana on 


March 4 Peieaa located the orfice et evaree: and defined its boundaries 


wa - om = 


as "all eae eteice of fis country, in the ‘State of Indiana, lying west 
of the lins dividing ranges 7 and 8 east of the second principal meridian, 
end north of the line dividing townships 24 and 25." This reduced ths 
Fort Wayne District so that 4 line drawn north from the Wabash iver east 
through North Hanchestér to ths Indiana’ -tichigen boundary line would rsp- 
resent the approximate western boundary. 

The boundaries of the four northern land districts adjoined the 
Ward Reserve, & large area of land scuth of the Wabash Kiver which stiil 


belonged to the petiens. Title to this land was obtained by the govermacnt 


Ey Locsin AI ec oe te eee ee 
hivia., IV, baa : ae pa 


ISannta Fxesutive Documents 20 Congey 1 SeSSey 1E27-1828, 1, 0.6 


S (ser, no. 153)5.5% Lriied Jtabes 3 statutes at Large, Vs 56, (Act of June 
eae 36). the act of Marcivec; Lo</, subuorized president to ascertain tne 
nertnerm ooundery of Indiana; the Indiena-illinois boundary line was suT= 


Veyed in 1629 and resurveyed in part in 1634. 
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6 
in treaties concluded in 1634, 1938, and 1840. Responsibility for the 
sale of lends in the Reserve was divided anong the land officcs located 
at Indinnesolis, Winnmac, and Fort ‘Wayne, by the act of August &, 1246. 7 


fhe measura provided. tha , a “As 
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AR rge sak the lands in the State of in: aiena | which lie north af) the 
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township line dividing townonips <3 and 24, and wust of the 
line dividing rences & and 5 east, und cust of the cast Line of 


the Crawfordsville lend-district, be attached to ond shall form a 


Ee of the inanac land district; ard all the lanus lying eouta 
f the said tomakip line, dividing the es id towasliips oe alee 
eet were heretorore within the limits ef the Pert ucyne Land 


ossicns south 
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district, Sncluding the portions of the late 
of said linc, be, and the same are attached + ridianapolis 
land distract; ard all lands lying within wbove sai 
land districts, which nay not have beet offered for sale, snall 
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This was the last act passed by Congress reculating Hie penneerics of the 
lend districts of indiana. : } 

After the 4nclusion of part of tho Kiami Heserve, the epproxinate 
boundaries of the Fort Wayne Land District, in terms of present-day geography, 
are represented by a line drawn southward from a point ebout six miles west 
of the intersection of the northeastern boundary of Edkhart County and tne 
Indiana-Michigen state line south Perstant North Manchester to the Wabash 
River, southwest alorg the Wabash to the mouth of the lssissinewa River 


River (sru), south to Greentown, east through Winchester to the Ohio- 


Indiana boundary, north along the Indiana-Ohio state line to tro Indiana 
eel reer ee ae 


“Gnoyee, Indian Land Gessions in Indiana, 258, 259, 260. 


ne oe oe 


‘Tunitod States Statutes at Large, I, icy 


i. 


‘4 


Blhhart County. | : oe any ERAN 2 yt | ri 
Taere were between one and two hundred aerate or land by the 
Indiens® to tho United States in Indiana alone, a majority of wen were 
located in the Fort Wayne and Winamac eee Districts. ilowever, many of 
these were duplications; coe lands a are as many as four or five 
tines. | | 
A sm2ll tract of eaeenien includec ths site of Fort Wayne was 
ceded to the Federal eeene by the Treaty of Greenville in 1795. the. 
- next large cessions of land in the Fort Wayne District wer sranted by the 
treaty with the wyandots and other tribes on September 295 1617 piievare : 
ratioved by the Treaty of St. Mary's, Cotcber 25, 1818; treaties with the 
Baer aeat oat Ausust 29,1626: Treaty of Eol River, October 23, 16253 
peeeions uf Pottaueton! and otner ees September 20, 1828 erarcetener 
- 24, 1632; and treaties with the Miani on October 23, 1634, November 6, 
Bete read iovemner 2801808 © Pie ee ee een ce Ce. 


., By the treaty with the Wyendots in 1617 large tracts of land in 


_nerthwestern Ohio and tie area lying between the St. Joseph and st. Mary's 


. Rivers and the Chie boundary line in Indiana were ceded to the governzent. 


; ° 
The treaty of St. Mary's added all of central Indiana to the public domain, 
from part of which about one-fourth of the Fort Wayne District was formed. 


-.-- The Treaty of the Higsissinewa with the Fottavatomai and Miami 


August 29, 1826 and October 23, 1926 extinguished the Indiana title to 


ce eterno ersten et A EEE OTT COIS 
PM. Boo. a summary of cessions by the Indians of lands in Indiana, see 
C. C. Royee, in Annual Revort of tho Burveu of Ethnolozy, 1679-1890; fer 
text ani discussions of indian treaties, Charics J. nappler (comp. and ed.), 
dndian Affairs, Low3 and roaties in Jenate Besuuents, 58 Comges 2 S25Ses 
pid (2 ede, 2VoLS., Sere N03. 4623 and 4624) 11, 353-356, 357-370, 
~3756 
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‘lands between ths el end vabasn Rivers, or lands now situated in Cass, 

Miami, Wabash, Euntington, and Whitely Counties. The Pottawatoai, by the 
freaty of Carey Missicn, september 20, 1625, catsd all of tieir claing in 
northcastern Injiana to the United States, which included all or parts of 


Sa 


the present-day counties of St. Joseph, Elxnart, LaGrange, Noble, Steuben, 


Dekalb, hosciuske and white] 53 on Coteber 27, 1032 they ceded lands nerth 
of the Kankakee, Eel, aml Tippecanoe Rivers, in part, a confirmation of 
previous cessicns. This grant included most of northwestern indiana iying 
north of coe Ircquois River as well as other land lying northwest of the 
Wabash ae a ; 


By treaties concluded with the Miami Indians on Octoder 23, 1834, 


November 6, 1838, and iiovember 28, 1840 the Mdumis reserve, the last vee 


tract of Lani remaining in Indian nossession, was transferred te fe Tintt and - 


-~—_—- = ~~ eee ww ww 


States. This included cver 700,000" acres of very rich, fertile land lo- 
‘cated in the present Bt ere Howard, Cass, Hiami, Grant, Tipton and 
Hamilton. One ef the terms of the treaty of 1840 allowed the Indians five 
years in which to remove themselves from the country. These lunds were 
Precieinet for sale in 1é47, soon after the completion of surveys. 
Measuremonts in tha Fort Wayne District had to await the partial 
completicn of those in the Terre Naute and Brookville bistricts. ‘They were 
further delayed in 1€21 due to the hostility of the Indians, who occupied 


most of tha land in the Fort wayne District. Because of this, the second 


principal meridian wag not extended to the disputed Michigan-Indiana state 


Igoneral Luni Office, Surveyor General of the Northwest, Letters 
Received, Lucius Lycn to XH. M. Young, Comnissicner of the General Land 
Office, November 5, 147. 
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boundary until 1928-1829, after much of the District's territory had been 


surveyed. Consequently, these range lines do not coincids with the sans 
numbered-ranze lines south of the Wabash Kiver. 

“ & snall area around Fort Wayne was surveyed quite early, but large~ 
scale surveys in the district did not start until idc2-1lé23. in these 
years Jancs Wiley, J. Yorthington, Thomas G, hoble, J. Hendricks, David 
Hillis, Pric2 bh. Kelloz, William Brookfield, and 3. Bently conoleted 
surveys of all land ceded by the indians southwest of tho nabash River to 
the boundaz ry of the Brookville District. 


Lands. ecured by the treaties of the lMlssissinewa in 1626 and Carey's 


us 


Mission in 1623 ware measured by B. Bently, J. Hendricks, A. 5. Vance, 
“David Hillis, C..W. Christmas, ard Thomas Henderson in 1928 and 1629.7 
Bently and tiendricks surveyed the lends between the habash and Eel 
itivers in 1828; vance: Thomas J. Todd, Hillis, Christmas, and Henderson 
those situated in what are now parts of Whitely, Kosciusko, Nershall, 
minor sLanorts and Ste Joseph Counties in 1829; ana &. H. iytle and 
G. Ww. Harrison most of the land in Pecans: Steuben, Noble, and DeKalb 
Counties in 1530, Page ayy AO | . pi 
Sone of the Hiand Reserve was surveyed by Arthur St. Clair Vance in 
1838 before the final cession which A. E. VanNess ani John Mullet completed 


in 1&: 16. U, 
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Vypand surveys, state Geological Kcport, 1052; usarey, ilistory of 
Indiana. 1, 5936 


lerovce, Indian Land Gessions s in rene 258-259 


13 Land surveyg, State Geologiccl Report, 1882; Esarey, History of 
indiana, 1, 393. 


Wtpid, » Dxccutive Documents, 29 Conges 2 5OSSe,y 1816-1847, IL, no. 
9 (sor, MO. oO. &98), LG, ; 
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The rapidity with which surveys ware conducted is shom by a Peace 
15 
of the Surveyor General ef the Northwest who stated that on Juna 50, 1823 


the survey of 1,222,622 acros had bean conpleted. The goverinent usually 


placed land on sale soon after surveys were completed, and this policy was 
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sollowcd at “ayaé, where Captain samuel C, Vance wes appointed register 


16 


end voseph iolman cownissioned receiver on February 26, 1823. 


Venca was born in Pennsylvania and entered the United States Arsy in 


Licutenant of inf antry and _iater as a captain. Vance resigned his comnis- 
1 
sion in 1£02, scttled at Cincinnati, and decane a deputy government sur 


veyor. Ye was one of the founders of Lawrenceburg, Indisna and lived there 


at. the tine of his apoointment as register at Fort Wayne. Cnse of Vance's 
pa 
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daughters. natzied luzarus hoble, receiver at Lrockville, who was a brother 


18 
of Senator. Villian hoble. Vance served from 1&23 until his removal by 
tue toe ee eer = rs 19 
Jackson in 1829.” ae eer aay 
nail oe _ He was succeeded by hosert Breckenridge, a friend of David Wallace 


and Senate Jonn Tinton. Brecwxenridge received a permanent connission 


20 21 
March 2 (2), 1630 and remained in office until March 23, 1638, During his 


1 axecubive bosumsnts, 19 Cong., 1 sess., 1625-26, Il, no. 20 (ser, 


no. ace O. 2 
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fo the Secretary..of t} Q eee Appointsent Files, 
Leno, sea Willian kh. Lie oble. 


3 fi ; i AY - i aad ’ K 
es al Land Office, Land Entry Papers, Fort wayne, Caso Certifi-~ 
cate : NO..222 dated Septomber 23, Sige geurnal of bhe cxecubive Frocesdinis 
of bie Sthate, 21. Cong.,.2 seva., iV, 59, Sl, 372, 392. 
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| . | RT ee 50 
terms in office land sules reached their peak in the Fort fens District. 

Breckenridze was not reappointed “He his comaission expired in 
1836, and Daniel Reid (or Read), a partisan of Jonathan Ncdarthy!'sa, and 
therefcre no frisnd of Senator Tipton, replaced him. Tipton nad Reid's 
noainaticn tabled but later, Harch 27, 1638," % was confined. Reid was 
renioved in 1841 when Harrison becans pre cdent and william rclke vas 
appointed in his place, 

Pelke was a BOREAS of Knox County, a Baptist preacher and the 
brother-in-law of the Reearand Isaac HeCoy. He had been a judze of Knox 
County, comeissioner of tne ilichiyan Road, was in charge of the renoval 
of the Pottawatoni Indians from Teas invie3s; and was Senator Tipton's 
political and legal ace After Tipton's death early in 1839 he 
became a prominent supporter of Sensral H es one and actively spiepeunics 

C9] 


for him, Ue held office from August 23, 1841 until his death in March, 


27 


- 


2 : f ra) 
Willian Bdsall~ was selected to complete his unexpired term and 


Journal of the Executive Procsesdincs of tha Senate, 25 Conz., 2 
—SSESey V; "59, 90 wus 93% “0 
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Ahrosertson and Kiker, John Tipton Papers, II, 419-20, 58h. 
<isarey, History of Indiana, I, 358, 359. ak 


263eneral Land Office, Land Entry Papers, Fort REY Cash. Receipt 

no. 25177. CK Cee i Bes 
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he Uxcoutive Panceesings of the senate, 28 Cong., l 
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continued in office until June 9, 1848. Edsall had been a former business 
partner of the Ewing brothars in the fur and hide business but had been 
forced to withdraw over a business dispute. Henry Cooper and Wilson de- 
“elared that Edsall had lost all of his money in Eu ing's company and that 
the ‘Swings generally ruin all their friends," Although the wings 
opposed Edsall's prety a his friends were able to get him corfirmed. 


538) 
“ ~ . 
Thomas Tisar, a Denocrat’ and editor ef the Fort Wayne Sentinel, a 


Democratic newspaper, violently opposed to General Taylor's presidential 

aspirations, replaced Besa en ‘Tigar's appointment was made to strengthen 

the Jenocratic party in even County, but when General taylor, a whig, 

became President Tigar was removed. Thus, his tenure was only froa ay hy 
“ene to June 12, 1849.7" 

At this tine the slethedists were very numerous in the state and 
exerted great political influence threugh Senator Jesse D. Bright and 
others. Brisht joined Caleb B. Smith, R. W. Thompson, Allan Hamilton, 

G, H. 3, Dunn and others in endorsing the application of Samuel Brenton, 
-@ Methodist circuit rider and presiding elder of thesrocs Wayne ethodist 
Episcopal dectrict for register of the Fort Wayne Land Office. 

Brenton had been educated in the legal profession and had served in 

the etate legislature before ne became a minister. An attack of paralysis 


had rendered his right aru useless, but hs learned to write with his left 


hand, Although charged with being physically unable to conduct the 


“Votiice of the Secretary of the Interior, Appointment Papers, 
Fort WSYNS, LEL8 e 


r 
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2 Ojourn nal of the Executive Proceedinzs ef the Senate,30 Cong., 1 
sesgs., Vili, 4uY. 


Zloffice of the Soeretary of the interior, Appointment Files, Fort 
Wayne, LEAS 9. 


32Goneral Lard Office, Land Entry Papors, Fort wayne, Cash Receipt 
no. 27346 and no. 2c075. 
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affairs of the earieey he was confirmed and served until Ausust i, 
1851-" when he resisnsd to cannaizn successfully for United States Repre~ 
sentative en tha whi: 
George 4. Woui, editor of The Time saci Fressa, a rort wayne waig 
papery, succeded Brenton an Sebraary, 1452.- - de had edited the pave 
during tan of the fitteen years he had lived in Allen County, and had a 
wide Yollowing waong the Whigs. He served only until Sebruzry <1; 1252"! 
‘non ths Fort gees orlics was closed. 


? a 


Joseph Holman, the first receiver of the Fort Wayne Land Cffice, 
s s¢ . on eaten t BS 9 > 2 - : ° ° 
was appointed furch 3, 1623, and made the first lend sale in the district 
. a5 ce, x v1 fs Vv 7 ¥ 
on October 23, 1623. He was born in woodford County, Nentucky, Cotober 
“1, 1735 and settled in wayne County, Indiana in 1805. Holman had served 
in the Territorial Legislature in 1815, in ths Constitutional Conventicn 
£-X616, and cix terms-in tho General Asseably. He engaged in business as 
a merchant, tanner, pork packer and as a.land sueculator;. he rs ad to 


fourd Per:, Indians, finally disinz in jlayne County, April 17 
3 3 > <  ) 


oe 
330rfice of the sssretary of the interior, Appointment riles, Fort 


Wayne, 1é49, see Brenton. ~-. -= Br We Mags ra rie WE wee 
Bye | eg 
| Aon rand of the tmreontive Procesiiines of the Senate, ter Conge, 1 
sess., Vill, £293 Usneral band Urtice, Land entry reapers, or 


wayne, Cash 
Receipts nos. 250475~250702. 


350¢¢ face cf the Ser 
regi 


sretary of the Interior, Appointment Files, Brenton's 
letter of ation address 


gna ed to Fresident Uiited States dated June 25,1551. 
oa orrice of the Secretary of the interior, Appointment Files, Fort 
movies gourmet ot the Executive rrocesdings of Uhe Sumite, 33 Cong., I sesa., 


ae Land Office, Land Entry Papers, Fort Wayne, Cash Receipt 
no. 22717. : 


- 


rey se as - A “- 
383curnal of thea Executive Proceedines of the Sonate, 17 Cong., 2 
Lol ES Be a ceiia, 


39oneral Land Office, Land Entry Papers, Port wayne, Cash Receipt 
TOs 2s ; : 


i ~~ ~ - 
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LO ht 
1873. ie was removed by Jackcon Septembar 26, 1829, and Jonathan A. 
McCarty was appointed revister, 
McCarty was born in Virginia Ausust 3, 1795 and moved to Franklin 
County, Inciana in 1604. He represented that county in tho lejislaturs 
of L2l€-1e19, and in 1cly meved to Connersville. He resisned the rezister- 
ship after his election to Congress in 131, serving in that bedy from 
ee) 
1631-1837." Soth senator Tisten and EcCarty were interested in the 
Indian trade, iand sneculation, and state politics, in which their con- 
flicting interests caused them to become bitter political eneaies. McCarty 
oe Ae Ale Sab ae OS, 
later moved to Iowa and cied their in 1352. 
hoe ata RR eee. ; oe BE be ANG 
McCarty left office Novemoer 30, 1831, and John Spencer succeeded 
-him as receiver. Spencer was a wealthy man but, not satisfied with that 
: = B 
wealth, he conducted a note shaving business, usinz governnent money. with 
which to speculate in land. Land offices examiner Nathaniel vest reported 


in 1836 that 


LOrobertson and Hiker, John Tinton Pavers, 1, 228, nove on Andrew 
W. Young, History of wayne co (Cincinnat vi, 1572), LS pee 


ALournal Otetas sxosubivs Proceedings of the Senate, 21 cee XE 
sess., Lys 503 G Goneral - Land Oils C8, Land hiory Papers, york WaAYNGS y 
Cash Sa NO. 222, . . 


42> 


. 


obertocn and Eiker, John Toten Papers, 1, BiG: 


L3rrederick 1, Barrow, (ed.), ilistory of Fayetts Gounty, (Indianapo= 


lis, 1917), BESS oe aut nist A ie heife, Histon or i Tie gue ae Goun uy indiana, 
(Rati cnapolic, 1915), 6ip-4308 S 


thGeneral Land Office, Land Entry Papers, Port Wayne, Cash Receipt 
no. T1L2 


: ; 
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‘e's e both he ard his relative Dawson had been in the habit, in the 


office, of snaving sconsy, that is, exchanging the money an cculd ; 
not bo received fer vublic He a8 rate of exchange cor disccunt 
Varying irom 3 to 5 per cent. I find in the cause of Isiah sells of 


+ + 


Marion County, ubao, he paid in a the hands of the Loceliver, in 
his efvice, eight eee: Lor exchanging wetU of Unio cank notes of 
vo @ach.. 4. . ine covernment monsy paid in by one terson, hes 
been handed out hs “he Wieck ie in exchancse for uncurrent, or not 


mae TPN Yee 


land cizice monuy,—<2e reveivine for hia cum private use the dise 
count as azreed upon, end that the sane governnent money ezain is 
passed into the land off ge, tO be asain uved ror the like purpose, 
in pey for public Jards,? 


oOpencer wag elise eccused of withholding government deposits, but 
William Hendricks, in a letter of august 31, 1236, *° stated that he (Nend- 
rieks) is inforzed that Spencer had made his deposits to the Treasurer's 
(of the United States) s ) isfaction and, if so, "Z hope thet minor matters, 
<if mers irreguleritics, will be overlooked. ile is reputed to be an honest 
-and honoravle man. It would to sone extent produce excitezent if he were 
» removed, for he has many warm and influential friends both at Fort Wayne 
wand in Dearbora County, from which he has removed to his present residence. 
BeOstCere Gr eho ee kee a Ne Lit aaa Ae 
Spencer served until nis ccrmaission expired and was replaced by 


Janes WW, Boren, a Denocraty wno took office January 175 ran though 


5 Loe 


| pete) Lewis,“ a shiz, replaced Borden July 8, 1¢41°" afte e whigs 


N?Exequtive Documents, 24 Congs, 2 se9s., 1836-1637, iil, no. 142, 
(ser, no. 3 5 ph Se Ue 


Wornia, Moet ae Beek get cae 


= Catena tien r ‘ , ‘ - x 


A ms Lon ae 
“ AT 36: tynal of the ixeccubive proceedings of the dunste, 26 Conze, 1 


SESORGs is pee y es General tpand Citice, land tintry racers, Fort wayne, 
Cash Receipt no. 24939, 24, S40. | 
Le ee Kt ef a 
Csneral Lind Office, Land Entry Papers, Fort Wayne, Cash Receipts 


nos, 25161 and ieee 


9. 4g uae, 
A Gouna of tho Executive rroceedings of the Senate, 27 Cong., 1 
Soss., V, "395, Meee 


mtr tins 
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came into office. - Pe a a ica eS Rw TR ioe ots op ga eee oy 
Lewis was born in Hasen County, Virginia, moved to Cincinnati in 
1811, then to Srockville, and finally to Fort wayne uscn his appointnent 


as receiver, .Ha served as Indian sub-zzent under Tint bon, L827-1229 and 


wo3 later appointed a commissicner of the Wabash and Erie Conel in the 
| 
winter of 1829-1530, a position he-stili held at the time cf his apsoint- 


4 fF, 23 7 4° s s 
ment us receiver,” ia remained in ecffice until 


[3 
o) 
n 
G 
|) 
la 
oi 
() 
{: 
ry 
& 
lhe 
by 


hl 


Isaac D. G. Kelscn completed Lewis! unoxpired term and reesined in 


52 Nel 
4 elson was the son-inelaw cf th 


re)) 
a) 
€ 
cr 
C3 
Las: 
& 
E 

( 


sentative in Congress, Williaa Rockhill, and had been the editor of the 


Fort iayns Sentinel, a pap er supporting the Vemocratic barty, Ue was re- 


vr 


moved becuuse of Vhig charges that "Nelson, Meer and Sinclair (the late 


oe 


indian agent) were netoricusly unscrupulous," -ena also because Helson 


-had violently opposed the electien of General Teyler through nis newspaper, 


be; = Saallwood Keel?” succesded to. the receiver's office upon the removal 


a 


of Kelson and served until the office closed in 1852. Neel wes the brother- 


in-law of william G, Ewing, Whig representative in Congress frea the Fort 


Wayne district in 1549, und his son, Vance Noel, was editer of a whig 


Robertson and Riker, John Tipten Papers, 1, 654, 73h. 


Ben. Meee F . 
il paeest Gutthen = cturivc Propecdirasuoty tretcennse, 2/ CONZ.» °3 


Besse Vi, 153, 169; “General Land Uriaes, pe etry rapers, Fort wayne, 
Cash Recelivts nos. 25353, 25354. 


52tbid., and noe 28079s-- en 


230ffice of the secretary of the Interior, Appointment Files, Fort 
Wayne, 1249, 


Adournsl, of tha Exocutive Proceedins of the Senate, 31 Cong., i 


ome ee 


BOss., ViEL, any hee 
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tea tee eae 55 
newspaper, xhs Indinns State Journal, pudlished at Indisnapelis, 


The appointment te the receivership at this tine was eagerly sought 
by leading “hiss of the state because "tha Hississinewa Indian lands annui~ 


ties were being paid and this precess by trade and involution is said to 


56 


yield three or four tnousand dollare per enaua, "7" 


; The decline of sales and tha exhaustion of select public land led 


to the closing of the land office in 1652, and lands were placed under tha 


~ 


jurisdicticn of tha Indianapolis land cZfice. 

Tha polibical power wielded by land orficers at tids effice was ex- 
tensive, and tha nolitical parties selected outstanding men for appointments. 
Most of then had larze perscnal follewings and were outstanding examples 
of subcessiili bieiness men in their commnities or in the state, To itlus- 


trate this, the volits cal strurgle between eae the iwings and + 


UcCartys probably apestheeen soae of the MOSt eerie appointments made in 


the rorthera land districts. in tha congressional PRUSELY LCs nich had 


Fort Wayne as its focal point, the political power was evenly balanced 
between whiss and Democrats, and the Seema es outstanding nen to_ 
the positions of resister and receiver frecu uentiy tipped the scale in 


congressional and Stat e electicns, Several of the men _ Selected for appoint— 


ree ee ee amen wo a et _ . 


ment at Fort Wayne became nationally fanous. Due to the efforts of its 


personnel, the affairs of the land office were generally administered in 


an efficicnt manner, : 
| . The land office, situated in the "dilapidated old fort buildings#?! 
Z 


Urtice of tho ase te) of the Intericr, Appointment Files, Fort 
Wayne, 12,9, 


Ted, John G. Walpole to Secretary of the Interior, and Ewing, 
December 20, 1849, conta Ae ied in endorsements of Noel's application. 


TRobertson and Riker, John Tinton Papers, I, ll. 


nee 58 
was opened for businsss Juno 1, 1823,° althcugh no lend was placed on 
ing 
. any a 72 , 
sale until Gctober 23, 1é23. Entry number cne was isade by villian 


50 


wialison (wilson, wio bouznt 93.3 acres of land 2b 91.25 ver ucre. 

m i ats 62 
~Total sales tho first year amounted to 3,734.56 acres “and but 19,839.06 
acrss ware sold in the district by between 1423 and 12650. 


Vanco and flolman renorted the condition and status of Lunds in the 


Fort Vayne District on dune 30, 1S22 as: 


Total lands unsold estimatod ioe 1,546,000 acres 
let rate lands ant 200,000 acres 
lenis tirst placed en Sale Cetoder, 1303 Smee 2937000 acres 
: ee _ Lands first placed « on sale October, 1825—unsold BREE Eches 


The cfficers also stated that on May, 1827: wae eee 


<= --- 


~—-—~ =e ee re fare - 


ON Pee barren about five miles eaten all along ene nortngin 

“~~ boundary of the Port Wayne district togetner with the uisold | 

fractional towisnics along the siawace (ofiersd for sule in 1225) 

~ were withdrawn from sule by the Commissioner of the General Land: 
Office end these lundus were desisnuted for canal purposes. 


There were about 115,009 acres in this reserve. In the same report the 


Sseneral Land Gsiicg, Lottera sent, xezister end Keceivers, 


Pda o. a 


P%oeneral Land Office, Record of Proclamation of Public Land Sales, 
38, NOe Sue 


General Lund Office, Land antry Boones Fort wayne, Cash Leceipt 
ise ay dated October a3 ae : z sae 


y 


eee —— eee athe =-brerearaendea Ur am er 


EL anton 2 State Peeeree omic fuands Vi, 197. 
S2ipid. 


-.3ypid., Vy 549, 550. 
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lands of the district were described in these words 104 


The country, generally, coaposinz tha Fort wayne District, 
presents a level survace, a deco rich soil, and an aoundant growth 
Olt oer, ans ths stake of nature, a larze portisn of it appears, 

at first view, too w2t for cultivation but this objection is soon 
found to disevssar when tindsr is cleared, end land brourcht into 
State of cultivaticn, ; 


™“ 


As mich land was sold in the year 1830 aa had been previcusly sold 
at the Fort “ayne office trom 1523 to 1829, °°and reached their peak in 
1835 when 1,254,357 eyes sold and the receipts amounted to #1,620,¢17.5:. 
This was “ein a lard office business! The cross sales were the largest of 
any land office in frastaas and in the nation for that year, 


Sales for the ten-year period between 1§30 and LE4O averaged over 


350,060.00 per year, as the following table will Bom 
tear: Acres Sold --. Purchase Money 
poid30- 2 22 ce 2934301.69 TLL 
OP SVETL i aeiaans Teese pruners + 66,930.99 
P8326 5 oe gg a9 0g oe 7,655.55 
ee 2633 oe a 60. 69.71, oan 78;210e72 
ROR IOT Tet ha ia 61350630 120,438.11 
5 1635 iitttne 3960978,0) ; .. . $02,809.47 
1836 ~. 1,294,3574.00 - 1,620,617.34 
1.837 1,92,756.00 eS 616,216.11 
fe. L203 se.5 7m tye 54,210.66 
1839 | 136,392.08 | 170,195.23 
Total 2,817,680.31 $3, 531,116.09 


664 eneral Lond Office, Record of Fund Accounts, 11, &5-87, 370, 570}; 
Table of Salos, Fort ‘Wayna, 7 


O7lpid. 
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“This trenendous record wan due to prompt action in placing recently 
ceded Indian lands on the market as socn ag they were surveyed; to the 
widesoread speculution in lands, a result of the construction of the Wabash 

and orie Canal through the land district and of the Madison to tichigan 
City rocd; and to the general prosperity of the staie and nation. 
Recently acquired Indian land was placed on the market in 1831, 
1832, and in 1835.°° this action on the part of the governnent attracted 
speculators and settlers in larse nuaders and helped maintain the high 
volume of sales throughout the decade. | ) 
| Other important factors were the construction of the wabesh and 
Erie Canal and the road from iladison to ilichigan City. The canal, when 
~ completed, connected the Wabash River with the Maumee Hiver at Fort Wayne 
and provided a means of cheap transportation of surplus farm products to 
Laks rie, while the wagon road provided a similar cutlet to Lake iiichizan, 
! Acreage along the canal ami road. right-of-way was eazerly sought by 
settlers and speculators alike, and this Stimulated the pale of adjcining 
lanis, Prosperity continued in the district even after the Panic of 1637 
due in part to the larga sums of money expended on ths canal and road.for 
labor and materials. 
Virtually all the money received .was in cash. Only $148.01 in land 
steele) ta 335,431.24 Cin military land scrip was collected. Receipts 


from land sales in 1840 totaled 321,251.33 as compared to v170,495.23 the 
Scenes sepanamanene eemeonenronereroamnen astee-eouvarceasrecemasepeemetcarag- enna netomat ee ee 

paennte Executive Documents, 30 Cong., 2 sess., 1848~1849, II, no. 
2 (ser. no. 530), 214. ; ae 


O9 pmericen State Papers, VII, 326, 327. Seat oe Le te 


| 306 Table of Sales, Fort \iayns. 
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previcus year, and further dropped in 1&3 to €5,823.9 at fois slurp in 
sales was cdve to the virtual exhaustion of vood cublic land in the district 
as well as to the effects of the Punic of 1637. 

When gocd lanis were placed on sale there was always money available 
to purchase them. Inis is proved by the rapidity in waich the uiand neserve 
was sold in LEAT, leks, end i2i9.) Invish7, the office soid 52,259.51 acras 
of land ard the purcaase money totaled 94,656.23; in 1é48, 130,554.60 acre 
sold for v254,352.73; aml in 1249 purchasers bought 36,250.70 acres of land 
for whica they vaid 367;887.20. (7 

The Comaissicner of the General Land Uffice, in 1649, sumnarized 
~the sale and disnesiticn ef aiper lands-in the Fort Wayne District through 
"1848 as peaiowatc as ~s —~- 


i Area in cqusre miles Grek ae eae ms 5,722.00 
for. “Acres. surveyed es ae Tea, i ke a 550, 109. O2 
Poe ascs on sale She ee ee 34455, 933.77 
"eres scld Be ES Nees an = 2,953,£09.12 
wa: Dollare “received oe pie ys Je - $3,020,414. 22 
| Lands reserved Fao Ee sainote Macnes Ree 102,520. 32 
Lands granted for roads and canals, acres 153,618.20 
fais granted to individuals, ee i i: 320.00 
Mexican Gounty Land warrants, acres | i Prin 16,800.00 
a oscars ease Me oi Ne ee MeFi Sen 
Paya, Ee ch ae res yeas 


Tsonate Docunents, 30 Cong., 2 sess. 1849-1650, II, no. 2 Hen 
NO. 530), <i aay 
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Lands grented to Indians, see thy eae 27,025.65 


Swamp lands, acres Ly as ee Me 155,776.00 


Lands unsold in cistrict, acres | 2939475659 


During its thirty years of existence about 3,510,352.62 acres of 


/ 


ry 


land were sold at ths office, for which the governnent received 


rr 
75 


hy OFy 239 052s wales aiter 1619 ware noglizible; in 1é52 the land offices 
was abolished, and the unsold lands attached to the Indianapolis District. 
The public domain comprising the Fort iiayne District was almost 
untcuchcd prior to 1630 and wes virtually exhausted by the great land bocn 
period of the 1830's. Speculators and bonafides settlers attracted by the 


‘richness cf the land and its proximity to the ijabash and Erie Canal and 


‘the Michigan City road rushed to buy land in the district. Land sales at 


VARobertson and iniker, Jonn Tioton Pavers, I, intrcduction 17, 18, 
states that a method had teen devisea lor tne passing of indian lands te 
the whites without suojecting them to the land laws of the United states. 
Traders end Lidian usents who generally ccoperated closely with one an- 
other, would include in‘*ths iiiian treaties provisicns autnorizing the 
patenting of certain lands to chiers, half sreeds, or crdinary members 
of the tribes. These reserves conveyed their rights to traders in payment 
of real or inazinery depts before the treaty was sisned or snertly there} 
after, althouzh presidential approval Zor such conveyances was necessary 
dn most cases, the approval could be secured easily provided tise aents 
would roport “hat the Indians had reccived a fair price for their lana, 


Tyne sales of Indiana lends aro summarized in General Land Cffice, 
Record of Fund Accounts. 


ee See ee mea 
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vi, LH LA routZ—w wAGLAC LAND OFFICE 


Scene citizens ef northern Indians besan to work for the establish 
rt 


ment of a new lara cffico 4in northwest Indiana as early as May, 1530, 


which hac the supsort of Irdisn agent donn Tipton, later Senator Tipton. 


ho 


BElijeh Wayward, Conmissioner ef tMs General Lend office 
2 


- 
November. 30, 1°39 that a new land office be establics 


ws 


limits: 


o 3 6 comensine at That point on the Tiorecance river, Coe the 
= 
wv 


boundary line established cy the treaty of the Wabash Ce versis, 
1826, intersects the river, tnmence, with said boundary, oS its 
intersection with the renga Line fe SS ES ranves 7 and 3 easts 


< 
% 


« 


-~thence north, to the norther: voundury of the state; Reis? west, 
with the line of that northern boundary, to the northeasi 

~ of illinois, thenze south, to a point cue west of t the first call | 
and, thence, due east to the place of Geinning. 
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He further 2 re ecomended th ote af a nen dand office were not-established that 


the tract o? land ceded the Potts Staton ice eene cs 20, 1828 called 


= = 


the Elkcart country, be annexed to the Fort Wane District “to eccommedate 


‘the purchasers cr ovdslic lands, and to promote the Settleuent of those sec= 


tions of the country to which great numbers of emigrants have been directed 


by that caverturous sparit of enterprize peculiar to those who first open 


D 
the wilderness," a Ree ee ee en ee 


The sand officers at Fort mayne opposed the opening of a mew land 


district, and Spencer, tha new receiver at Fort Wayne, wrota Tipton in 
"7 arm parm rome een a LALA nal aN 
ARobertson and Riker, Jotn T pton Papers, II, 276, 


2rxecutive Documents, 21 Conzey 2 SeS3., 1830-1631, I, no. 2(sor. 
» 206), Ds . 


Fyu4d, 


iad recemrended 


Ned within the following 
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1832 that ne was tPoarful that the new offices will destroy our office, 8% 


When Tipton entered the United States Senate he vigorously backed a bill 


isning a new land district in nerthwest Indiana, and February 3, 


establ 


1633 reported that a "pill has passed the senate locating the land offics 


at South Bend. #° 


« 


He end the Ewings owned land there ard hoped to benefit by the 
iecation of a land office at that town. However, the bill, when finally 
passed slarch 2, 1233, established the office at In Porte, a few miles 


southwest cf South Send. Secticn nine of this measure provided that 


-e e « the land district hereinafter created by the tenth eection cf 
“ithis act, shall be bounded on the scuth by the line dividing range 
; 2 


as heretofore, until the 1 st day of July next /1£337, and no 
_longer. rice te3 TR 2 


~ a 
-_~- — Se ee a aoe ht Nae ro ener Vip Fou dale! | Se = 


smpoectAonateny stated: ca Oh WER hie 


e ¢ « that all that district of country in the State of Indiana, 
lying west of the line dividins rances 7 and & east of the second 
principal meridian, and north of the line dividing townships 2, 
and.24, shall form a separate land districts; and the iand cfrice 
for the sale and disposal cf all the public lends in said district, 
shall be, and hereby is established at La rorte,. 


Another section provided that the Fresident “whenever in his judg- 


ment ths public interest and the ccnvenience of the people reguire it, 


remove suid office to a more central and suitable places in the land district." 


~———beobertson and hiker, Join Tipton varers, II, 278, 500. 
*Ibid., 796. 
- United States Statutes at Large, IV, 653. 
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Because La Porte was situated in the northwest part of the district, 
the land office was removed to the newly platted town of witamac, named 
after a fanous Indian chief, Winamae. The tom is on the Tippecanoe River 
in Puleski County, and was mere nearly centrally located in the land dis- 


iment free 
ide Ge or 


By en Executive Preclamation issue August U,, 1934, the land 


office was ordered transferred to Winamac althoucth actual removel was 


ay 


not effected until Hovenber, 1539," as there wers no adequate buildings 
to nouse the office. : 
The remainder of the iami & eserve was acquired in 1840 and on 
Aucust g, 1516,” an act was passed for the disposal ef the lands dn the 
-Miami Reserve. These lands for the purposes of sale were divided ancng 
the indianapolis, Fort Wayne, and Winamac jand districts, and the coundaries 


of each district were changed accordingly. 


Under its provisions 


« s « 
. 


eel) that tract of land which lies north of the township line 
dividing temships 23 and 24, and west of the ranve Line dividing 
ranges: 4, and 5 east, and east of the east line of the Crawrords- 
Ville land district ba attached to and form a part of the Winamae 
land district ,+¥ ; 


The boundaries of the district were never asain changed, 


The district is best described as a roughly rectangular area bounded 


by the indSana-illinois state line on the west, south to Raub, Penton County, 


er ee no er Ss 


VGeneral Lar nd Cf{fica, Record of Proclamations for Public Land Sales,no.243. 


eceneral Land Office, Land Entry Papers, La Porte-winamac, Certificates 
nos, 13114, 13115, dated Novesber 2 and Noveaber 25, 1839, respectively. 


WUnited States otatutes at Large, IX, 75. 
10jbid, 
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east to a point north of Lozsnsport, south to Burlington, east through 
Kokomo to Greenstowm, north to Peru on the Wabash Fiver, northeast along 
that river to the toen of Vabash, and north to the Michizan-iuiiana state 


ine, Thase veints represented the aoproximate boundary of the district 


Lanis in the Miami Reserve cessicn were cuickly surcnased, and by 
1653 there was little choice acreage left in ‘the district. Under an 
ha) i ae of il 
Executive Proclanation of Jatraury 25, 1855, the offica was closed and 
Sts removal to Inilicnanclis effected shortly thereafter. 

Other Indien cession: in the district were made at the treaty of 


the Hississinewa October 16, 1826; the treaty of the 


2 


poecenoe, Uctober 


“26 end. 27; 1832, and the peveral iiemi Reserve cessicns wade in Cctobver 


t 


RE 


-~ 


23, 1834, November 6, 1833, aml November 28, 1240. 

The Hississinewa treaty of 1626 added a narrow strip of neal eee 
tending east from Lake Michigan to about the Elkhart-Lacrange County line. 
Part of this land hed been previously ceded by the treaty of Unicago in 
1821, and it included land between the Bel end Wabash Rivers. After the 
treaty of the hintectice in 1832 the government added iands lying in 
northwestern Indiana, or what was then called tne Kenkakee swamp lands, 
to the public domain. The iiani Reserve was acquired threugh treaties 
concluded with the liami Indians in 1634, 1835, and 1°40. 

In the last named treaty, the ilamis were allotted five years to 


remove from Indiena to the new lands assined to them by the government, 


ce TT CAL CLE EL OLLI OTE OL LLL SLID 


ite oneral Land Office, hecord of Proclamations for Public Land 
rg no. 526. 


pga Indian Lend Cessions in Indiana 259, he 261. 


a ane 
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ard it was not until 1845 that Arthur ©. Yan Ness was able to survey lands 
of the Hiami Reserve assi:imed to the Winamac District. é 
Other contracts were awarded for tha survey cf the district in 1828, 
1829, 1651, a ani 183. thomag Brown in 162é surveyed lands between 
the Col end nabash livers located in Cass County, and other contracts wers 
let to Reuben Dawson, Jchn Hendricks, David Hillis, and Thomas Brown in 
1633 for the romainder of the lands in iiarsnall, Kosciusko, Fulton, and 
Marshall Geuniee: ihe fankakee swaxps covered an arca which included 
portions of Lake, Porter, La Porte, Starke, Pulaski, Jasper, and Neuten 
Counties, This regicn was surveyed in 1834 by A. Suruside, 3. Sibley, 
‘William Clark, Vereniah Guith, Urish Bigss, A. &. Van Hess and Robert 
Hanna, Samel Goodnow, A. W. Horris, and Ferin Kent were awarded contracts 
-the-same year ror measuring lands laying between the south ede of the 


Tare 5 15 
swamp and the Crawfordsville-~/inanae (La Porte) district boundary, 7 


wire _ Surveys were especially difficult to rua in the Kankakee swamp 
‘lands. William Clark, who surveyed a part of La Porte County, wrote that: 
-"“The Kankakee River end “its branches present the appearance of ponds or 


Fane rather than running streams, and are inaccessible in almost every 


"place. There : are many places near the shores where the wetght of a man 


will SENS the marshes for acres together." 
oe Samuel Goodnew, surveyor of the marsh along the south edge of Beaver 
Lake, reported: mo nh orm tik Nace a ae ne as One ae a 


Beet tand murveys, Stute Geological ee 1882, cited in Esarey, 
History of Indiana, Ts 39356 


Uicoorze R. Wilson, "arly Indiana Trails Het Surveys, * Indiana 
Historical rublications, VI, no. 3; 446. 
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A great porticn of this towaship is not prairie, or in other 
Words entirely a marsh. ‘There ig a mall rortion of timber growing 
aiong tue wargin of the Kankukeo river; the whole township bears 
the aspect of that of the succounding country, alike intersected 
with sand ridses which are dry, and denotes a country destitute of 
Ay eOe On, iO Ane ioe. the Gu2rane to Locate thea. The marshes 
are principal vered wita alver and wild risa. ine tinber uson 
the sand ri ors montioned is black end white osk, and sone 
underbrush; that alernc the river, birch mantle, svamp ash and some 
Willow, in many pleces it is difficult tO Geil where the bed of 
the fankakea river is placed, Sue 
the country that I cannot in Justice give a more flattering 


cher 
ter and keep within ocunds of all matters pertaining to facts,+7 


2 is the unfavorable asnect of 


Few acres of the marsh were sold; later the United stetes Govermment, under 


authority cf the several Swamp land acts, ceded them to the State of 


Indiana, : 


Sra eeitee Public ‘land was first placed on sale in the new district on August 
“aes, 1833 by the land officers David Robb and Jchn Lemon, resister and ree 
‘ceiver respectively. <ilobb waa poriein drelent in 1771, his parents eni- 

- “grated to tHe United Staves in 1773, end he Hoined cen $n °1775. ‘The 
family first lived in Pennsylvanias in 176 they removed to Kentue! 3 and 
-in-1800, as-a young man, Robb settled near Hazelton, Gibson County, 


Indianaase- 8 <0 Soe anpendasedeveratery: Gee tank 


~~" * He was a surveyor, a farmer, ard a member of the tervitorial lezis- 
lature and the first constitutional convention. During ths Indian campaign 
of 1611 robb captained a company of territorial militia which participated 


in the battle cf tho Tippecanoe. After the war ho again engaged in politics, 


ot WAG act ERIE es cl, SIMMS roc 


“Veseneral Land Office, Land intry Papers, La vorte-Winamac, Cash 
Receipt no. l, 


x 


Weir pr, Stormont, History of Gibson County, Indinna, (Indianapolis, 
-191,), 41 s 42 ° 
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Gidson County in ths Indiana Nouse of Representatives in 
x era me eI 
1623 and as a Stats Senator in 1332, pricr to his appointment as rezister 
of the lund effica ab La Forte, His coaaissicn was confiraud iirch 2, 
i9 s 3 2. 4 ~ cay 29 we 
1833,“ and he served in that cacacity until Harch 1, 1837. He diced in 
21 | | 
1oth. 


Hobb was succeeded as register oy Eaward A. Hannezen, who tock office 


Hannezan was born in 1£07 in Hamilton County, Chto end lived for a ting aS 
Kentucky before comin to eee iia was in the Indiana State Lozislature 
in 1632-1833, a menber of the Uouse of Representatives at Washinzton fron 
1933 until 1637,°and United States Senator from 1643 to 1249. He died in 
"1659. Both: he end Nebb wareerriens of Tipton, and it was during his 
tenure that the land office was moved from La Porte to Winamec. 
erste Hannezgen's unsuccessful atteupts to live off of his salary as a 


register was at least ome reason for his resignation. He wrote Tipton en 


May 26, 1838 that =... 222 rosueeoee 


Lepobertson and Riker, dgchn Tinton Pavers, I, 743; Il, 661, note 67. 


12 Journ2k of the Executive Proceedinzs of the oenate, 22 Conge, 2 


sess., IV, 333. 


es 20ceneral Land Cifice, Land Entry Papers, La Porte-winamac, Cash 
Receipt no. 10360. 


2 2lstcraont, iistory of Gibson County, Irdiana, 42. 


ce ournal of tho Executive Proceedinzs of the Sanate, 26 Conz., 1 


sess., V, 2C, 243 General Land vifice, Lond untry rapers, La rorte-inamac, 
Cash Reccipts nos. 10351, 13353. Ay 
4 : 


He. 23Robertson and Riker, John Tipton Papers, II, 462, note 27. 
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; Wife: 109 
eo « e by referring te tha returns fren this ofvice made to the 


coumissioner you will find that ny-per centa-e in my office will 
not averave twenty rive dollars a month since the first day of 
seeds 


last Cctober, the s.lury payaole quarterly cnly exceeds by yl2 
@ month the amount of my emeck ners ror cne clerk wnen as i cane 
not live without pructising law I an conzelled to keep.’ 


a 


Upon Hannegen's resignaticn, dJolm Gardner, formeriy of NeEWpOTt, 
and later a resident of “dnanac, was appointed register and served until 
si al, May 519.7? 
h 8 renova $ why 1s L8L9. 
Upon Gardner's renoval, Daniel Jigler, a wnig, received a temporary 
eppointment as register and entered office Hay 2, 1249. A permanent 


comission was ziven hin effective October 2, 1850. Sizler resided in 


Putnan County near the National Road. In the previous election for state 


‘senator, the Democrats had carried the Winamac districs by 12 votes, and 


* 


‘4t was. hoped that Sigler could organize the district se that the August, 


(1849 election for state senator would result in the retirement of United 
“States Senator Jesse D, Bright fron pene nes eens Sigler resisned January 1, 


1853 because of "private business at a distance from the office." 


-~"""~ Gantain David A, Farley, of Greencastle, and Jolm Gardner, the 
former register, souzht the appointment upon Sigler's resignation. Farley 
epee ener tn A A EL EO 


“71, jetta § = . 
rth °3 Get. 632-633. 


ibid 
== 2Jcurnal of the Lrecutive Proceedinys of the penate, 26 Cong., 1 
eess., I, 2fm/13 General Lar vitice, Lownlssions, 1, 1U; weneral Land 
Office, Land Entry Papers, dinamac, Lash ieceipt no. 19213. 
~- 26general Land Office, Couwaissions, Notice to Receivers of Appointe 
,ments, I, 332; winanac Cash Receipt no. 1925. ~ ——— 
2loffica of the Secretary of the Interior, Appointment Files, Wina= 
mac, 1849. . eee ' 


8nsd., 1852, which contains Sizgler's letter of resignation addressed 
to President illmore, dated becember 14, 1052. 
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was appointed, althouch his nouination caused a division in the Senate 


when it was first presented, as Farley was not a resident of the land 


cas sam was bern at Bedford, Oldham County, Sentucky, in 1420 and in 
early life setiled near Greencastle, Indiana. ie was a poor man and was 
employed as clerk in tne rutnam County Auditor's Office. Farley enrolled 

ag a first lieutenant in the Indiana infentry June 17, 1846 and saw service 
in Kexico. He was mustered cut of the arny at New Orleans in 1247 with the 
rank of captain. Farley then returned to Indians, settled near Crawfords- 
ville, end was in residence there at the time cf his apreintment as register 
ab Winamac.”° He served from April 25, 1853 to the closing of the ee 


31 
office January 30, 1255. eee r he lived at Kokono and CUnicaso, dying in 


Bek 
the latter place in 1909. Pe Upon Serum che eae es Ganges 


-:_. - John HK, Lenon and Abner McCarty were both nominated to the office 


of receiver of public moncys at La Porte March 2, 1633. «cCsrty was re- 


. . 33 zs 
jected and Lemon received the appointment. McCarty was later made 


27 rrerral of the Executive Proceedinss of the Senate, 32 Conge, 2 


—SeBS., Tx Tae we SENS 4.3 \ -- as oda ‘ ; cee = 


55 i ~ B95 e040 of the Secretary of the interior, Appointment Files, Wina- . 
mac, aces sce Veterans Burcau rension files, Hexican war, Captain 
David A. Farley. 


31 General Land Office, Land Entry Papers; the lust kinamac Cash 
Receipt Es 21944) is dated January 30, 1855. : 


3*Vetorans ‘Bureau, Pension files, Mexican War, Captain David A. - 


Sat one the Executive Proceedings of the Senate, 25 Cong., 2 
sess., IV, 620. 


Agee 


34, 
receiver at the Indianapolis Land Offica. Lemon served until the expir- 


35 
ation of his comnissicn in 1837. He was a resident of Clark County and 
had served in the levislature first as representative, 1825-1629; senator, 


2829-1232; and was defeatcd in 1632. Lemon's appointment was one of the 


inten in nis political feud with the Ewings and 


Doctor Jesse Jackson, a partner in Tipton's land speculations, was 


appointed receiver to succeed Lemon. He asswaed office April 26, 1837 and 


served until his death, which probably cecurred September 21, 1240.7! 


Jackson was elected teste clerk of the State House of Repres entatives 

in 1£20 and 1632. Ee was one of a group of men who Pint oee the town 
“site of Winanac and, while Tipton's nane does not appear, it is evident 

_ that he was financially interested. John J. Douglas wrote to Tipton that 


& company hed been organized to ‘secure the Winamac town site Lands and 


thus the ccapany included 3 "yourself + le Polke Jesse sackson and myself 


39 
and John Pearson." He desired that the removal of the land office to 


A ee nN sl POTN res ve = ee ee oe ee NR a Se aE SR = 


Bhrpaa. 


a c Bosc a the Executive Procecdinzs of the Senate, 25 Cong., 2 
SOSSe, IV, ¢ 620. 


 broverts son and Riker, Jchn Tipten Papers, II, 630. 

37 3curnal of tha Rescutive Prosecdinas of the senate, 25 GCongzey 2 
sess,, IV, 621; cae POTCCite pan BCE Se gly 210; “Winamae Land Entry Papers, 
Receipts nos. eo 1315-6 
boo), SoRoberteon “and Riker, doh Piston papers, Il, 377; 7255, 128- 


oo II, 643 and note 77. Ge SOR Nae ea 


Sota karan so Adele 


re way ie a ental 
¥ Lf _ WR er ET EES TT ETT PP Oe OTT OEY ETT AT OLE AEA APL LT TTT, Re a ell Lae a RPA Te POE a Paani ee ie ; Ree ers — ; 


1.0 a 
Winamec be effected by August 1, 1938 which, however, was first set for 


August U,, 1438, ar nd later postponed until October 7, 1939.4 
‘ The building in which the lend office "23 located at wWinamac is 


described as "a log ouilding designed, at first, for a Court House to be 


we 


143) 


wnolly sceuvied, by thevcounty, officials and the lard officers. 
Upon Jackscn's death, Janes H. Dlliett was appointed receiver and 

served from December 3, 1€40 until his removal in July, Tene Elliott 

was a Denoerat 2 and when Harrison wen the presidential election, he was 


: 45 
removed to make room for a Whiz aprointes, Jeremiah Grover. Grover 


2) 


assumed office August 17, 1&41 and served until the expiration cf his 
ert: ee ee 

commission, July .5, 1045. ne - aos : Ea es 

“cit: 2 Amizi L, “Wheeler, a Democrat, succeeded Grover as receiver, but 


resigned the office after Teylor's.olection to ths Presidency. We had 


taken 2 leading part-in the presidential election in Fulaski County, and 


fore ge apy Ss se SSS22 oe ey Met dace ie) eae eal Sah 
A General Rand Crisco Records, =xecutive Proclenation, 253, 


tid, 2493 Gere reve MulorTs Got Latverceeentito Kosietersinnl 
Receivers, iiew scries, 1, 117, l. ; 
3p, A. Battey and Co. (pub.), History of of tindte and Pulaskt coiney? 
(Chicago, 16383), L460, 
E c 
WN Sournal Of ahs Senate Proceedings cn the ae 25 Conge, 2 
inamac Lond Entry Frepers, Cash ieccipts. nod. 13394, 
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se83,, Vy 322; 
14315, 
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Lo Journal of ths: xocutive P Procesdings of the Senate, 27 Cones ak 
66330, ¥, 395-402. Be Slee itr eae a 


val 


hotnid., 4025 Genoval Land Offico, Land Entry Papers, Winamac, 
Cash receipt no. 1,316, NO suL6135. 
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hig politicians charged that he was “a violent Loco Foco partisan, and did 


47 


most of the land office business py proxy." 


7 a 
44h 


le w23 replaced by a % 


ws 
"eo 


nog, Rufus Hewitt, in 2649, who renained until 
the expiration of his ccrmission, January 26, 1853.°° william Patterson, 
the last receiver apvointed to the Vinansc Land Oftieent? entered on his 
duties April 25, 1053 and continued in oi’fice until the land district was 
abolished, The last sale was natin January 30, peace 
The La Porte-Vinamac Land District was Created in part from the 
Crawicrdsville and Port wuyne land Districts, -- and 696,214.73 acres had. 
‘been offcred for sale in these districts before the land office was estabe 
“lished, These sales had been held-in 1€24, 1830, 1631 ard 1632. ‘The re~’ 
mainder cf the lands in the La Porte-Winanac District were exposed to sale 
“invthe years 1535, 137,183, 1€39, 1¢h1, and 1€46, Of the lands placed 
“on “sale” before the opening of the land office in 1833, 512,359.56 acres had 


gg , ) 
CS Sora Seay sold. : 


e 


otrice ¢ of the Secretary of the Interior, Appo intment Files, vina- 
mac, LEL9; Journal of the Executive Proceedings of the Sonate, 29 Cong.,; 
-1 sess., Vii, ay" 30. | 
oa! - , E Fa] i oy % o at 
Journal of tha Ey cooutive Erece eedinzs of the Senate, 31 Conse, 


ee CONS. 2 es Te, Te, &). 


| RO rene ay Last Office, Land imtry Papers, Raeete TOS 6 20579, 
; 219k 456 


51, 


Sea abcve, p2zes 53, 8h. 


52, ‘wonate Doewre nts, 30 Conge, 2 EY, | 1ahé-18L,9, Ji, no. 2 (aye 
Ae e 530) ? “198 6 


a 


There were many squatters in the district, and they early exer- 

cised rere ery of preemption. The first entry at La Porte was made 
by Abel dealin: of rutnam County, Indiana, who on August 14, 1653 
purchased 9043 acres of land at eee Be acre. : 

| Froa the opening ef the aries until De peaee Ss 1533,7°24,37106 
acres of land were sold and receipts totaled $30,500 0.65 acres, The office 
Was Segoe at tHe beginning of the wild ae co in lands lying edjecent 
to both the Wabash and Erie Canal and the Hichigan City Road in the district, 
and the voluzs cf sales increased very rapidly. The land boom reached its 
height in 1835 and, except for a brief period of activity in 1247~10,8 when 


the ident Keserve lands were placed on sale, average annual _purchases after 


e490 Covaved Boone 23,000 acres. 


es 


The following <sality> fenows acres sold and _purcha se money received - 


54 . 
during the - period 63-1808 RE Nae Rt eal Sretees srie aRerE ey ee oe 
ae DAL aor Acres Purchase voney 

1634, 86, 9109. 2B | 6107,350.50 
1835. renee ome Neat 17D, "Sly c66 ae 678,217.88 

Ege O36 ee, ee 709250. 70 ee ee 589 7392-43 
1837 : 113,489.70 13,398.97 

1838 ° 78,609.13 98,414.12 

1839 ese ee ee OR OO soe ee) BLOGs Pi we 

» 1€L0 ; 19,991.09 24,995.86 

1LE47 ee ta 51,4967 297 8S,454.E8 


18,3 “LOT 112.87 : 193,608.23 


_-+ From the opening of the cffice until 1€45, 1,9438,928.22 acres of 


land had been sold; $1,889,524.C1L had been received as purchase money; and 


$49,082.45 had been paid out in salaries and fees for iand Oriicorsen: 


(eee escent age rete enn EES LE ST CS TC IS ES SS 
23 3ee Table of Sales for La Porte-Winamac in Appendix. ; 
Pipta, 


se 


22General Land Office, Statement of Fund Accounts, IV, 352-36h. 
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The purchase money included 2200.C0 worth of Zand Scrip and nilitery bounty 


land scrip valued at 217,903.73.°° 


The Ccermissioner of the General Land Of ee in LE49 sumsarized the 
disposition of ls: ands in the Winamac Land District as ole aws ict ee oe 
Area, “ke square fee | | en eee, eee Ge STOO 
Area, acres : | b 5079515637 
Surveyed, Acres | | 407954155637 
Proclained for sale, acres J 4,053, 559.02 
Land reserved for iiichigan Road, acres _ 28,€&00.00 
Land sold, acres _ Bh ah te Boe ae ire 19958), 098162 
_- Proceeds of land sales, dollars : £2, 340,948.17 
-Acres reserved for comion school lends” ve 147,326.98 
fori: Selected land Batrorce ror Pend ert camels, acres 413,633.50 
Indian reserved lands, acres | : | . 87,092.19 
ites ofistenpilacds canrese .. 7295610300 
“Total land remaining cneetas ane : Ta 1 6i8, 594.00 

— and unappropriated 
He ae reported that there were 931, C&2 ecres of swamp et in the State 


of Indiana in 1649, of which 729,610 acres were located in tha Higetes 
District. A enall amount cf this land vas sold under the Graduated Land 
Act of 1855, but most of it was given to the State of Indiana Hiealehs Aeon rity 


_of the seversi swanp land ects. The state realized very listle from the sale 


LT CT ES CSAS RL EES SS pc 


50 3e0 Table of Sales in Appendix, 


ots penete Docs its 30 Cong., a 5059.5 1€4,9-1850, She, “NO. £ (ser. No. 
530), 21.3% ° 


28 ibid, 


ia 
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of these lands. Huch of it was practically given away under the dike and 
drainaze acts and fraudulently alienated oy Swamp Land Commissioners. By 


authority of the Graduated Land Act, 635.25 acres of Land wera sold av 
one dollar per atre end 3,535.20 acres were sola at seventy~rive cents an 


59 
acre just pricr to the clcsinzg of the orfice in 1555. 


PF execut ive Decunents, 34 Cong., 1 63a, 1855-1856, I, no. 1 (ser. 


no. £10), Lé6-lo7. 
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Thus, by 1250 oractically ail of Indiana?’s 35,910 square miles of 
dand surfuce had rassed inte the hands cf the settler or to the state. 
Althouzh land office anpointess were often political hacks end corrupt, 


the fact that sales progressed so well in Indiana is a tribute to the 


Ys 


Azerican land system, which is based on the Orainance of May 20, 1755, 
The systea itself was largely perfected in race eh although it has been 
modified fraa time to tins as the pomiieion and the wants of the people 
required. All puodlic lands, before they were placed on sale, were accur= 


ately surveyed and divided into townships, secticns, half secticns, quarter 


sections, and even 40-acre lots by practical surveyors, 


o 


After they had been irene red for sale by the President they were 
offered at public auction. These sales took place at centrally located 
points énd on widely publicised dates. As only a small portion of the lands 
offered were disposed of at the public auctions, later buyers had tha oppor- 
fant of selecting and purchasing at private sale any reaaining land, 

The Commissioner of the General Land Office in 1849 wrote that: 


e 


The security of the titles undor this system /of surveys/ 
has greatly centributed to the rapid settlement of the public lands, 
Tho position cf all tracts are shown vy the surveys, and althouzh 
the monuments may disappear they can still be determined with 2ccur- 
acy. In deeding these lands to purcnasers, the brief designation 
by the nunber of lot, or its position in the secticn, with the 
number of the section, township, and range, will as fully and cer- 
tainly convey the title as could be done oy the most, critical detail 
of boundaries, and description of courses and lands, 


Isonate Vocunsnts, 31 Cong., 1 sess., 1849-1550, II, no. 1 (ser. no. 
550), 19. 
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“Under this systea of survey and sale the land of Indiana passed 
from tha hande of thea government into that of the citizen. In tha short 
space of fifty years Indlana was transformed fron a wilderness into. 


cultivated farnas ard fleovrishing cities. 
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BIDLIOGRAPHY 
I. Manuscripts 


All manuscript material cited below is in the custody of ths 
hational Archives, washington, D. CO. In general, records of tas General 


Land Offico herein described date from 1612 to 1576. 


cy of 


Gengral Lani UiEASS» biscellancous Letters Sent. These volumes contain 
jonsznana copies or ee ers sent Ly the commissioner or the General 
Land Offics to individuals, ccnpanies, end even to other govern- 
ment offices relating to tne public Aes 


Records of the Denartnent of the interior, Goneral Lend Office, Letters 
(:Asceiianequst) noceiven, ine correspondence or tne veneral snd 
Office prior to le4y is aivided into miscellaneous letters reccived 
and letters received fron registers and receivers of the several 
land offices cf the United states. In 1849 the cae aie ad Uffice 


> 


oe rSp a ae of the sarees created ren as of 


Was pean Bercee te Gesignate the year and each incoming ple 
. of mail was consecutively muopered 


General Land Office, Letters Sent to aaeeeaee ard Receivers. A multi- 
‘yoluwse series containing longnand copies of letters sent by the 
Commissioner of the General Lend ey vo tha iiezisters and 


‘Receivers of the nunerous lana offices in the United wiates re- 
lating to land probdiens. 


General Land Office, Letters hecoived fron fezisters and xeceivers. As 
the title indicetes this is a ecllecition of letters received oy tha 
Cowsissioner of the General Land urfice from the wegisters and 2 
ceivers of tho land districts of the United States relating to 

problens ef aduinistraticn of land offices in the several land 
districts. etters received prior to 1550 are arranzea by state 
and tiereunder by land office. New filing procedures were adopted 
in July, J 1e49, and after that date all Tete ers received were 
placed in a general rile arter being assisned a letter ond a serial 
nuaver. . an elaborate system of registers and ime ea were cain- 
tained to facilitate location of previous correspunaence. 


General Lond Office, Letters Received by the Surveyor General of the 


Kortinvest. “Until avout ti the y roar 1638 the surveyor venerals were 
virtually indepenient of chet Commissioner of the Gene ral Land Office 
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and in early yoars they rerorted only to the Secretary of the 


Treasury. 

The correspondence of ths several pet hele Generals received by the 
oxussicner of the General Lanivt Sfice was ususlly segregated fron 

all routine correspondence and bound in volumes. sor instance, 

mail received Irom the surveyor General of the iorthvest is bound 


chronoloricslly into a series of volumes entitled Letters hoceived 
Dion Lighwairmyever leneral Ol Uhe Lorstwoig., exul like Series ‘@xis 


—— ee 


for. other survey beariacie uD LO EDOUL icyye 


General Land Offics, Abctresta. In these volucss were ent 


ered a descrip~ 
tion or the daily land sales made oy the officers of the Land 
Districts. Toney are pee by state and land district and ere 
grouped chronelo*iczliv, 


Gerieral end Ditsce, cards 
quire wired cf all iO (38 
Gutiss of the cffice. About i840, a large number cl then were bound 
into several voluses with little regard to chruonoLiozy. They are not 
indexed, neitner are there any page numbers. 


» these volumes contain copies of the bonds re- 
ters end Eeceivers before 2 entering upon ths 
3 


General Lind Office Land Entry Penors. The purchaser of government land 
was first recuircd to co bsiore the Hexister of a Land Office and 
declare his intention of entering a desimcnated lot of land. Ths 
Register, after ascerlaiuins buat bie aii wud Vacant, issuca tus 
buyer 2 certificate containing a description of the land and ths 
purchase price, which tna curchaser took to the Neceiver of the 
Lani Office, who, upon being paid for the land, issued the buyer a 

. . receipt for the money. these two receipts were made in dupliccte, 
ons retained by the purchaser end the other forwarded to the Cen- 

“missioner of the General Land Office, Washincton, Do. C., and in 

due course a patent was issued to the cuyer of the land. ‘hese 
receipts end related papers constitutes the iani intry Paners. 
Both receipts were given the same number and filed witha Like 
pupers of tho land district. Lend intry Pener3 ee filed consccue 
tively within the land office and the records of all the office 
of a state are vrouped tozether. 


ee ne eee Lo eS FAD ets 
copies of of the roma levters sent’ to hezisters notifying them of their 
7 RT These fooms were arranged chronolozically and bound 
into volumes. when this syston was first initiated in 1640 notifi- 
cations Wi to eyisters and Receivers were bound together, Later 
notifications to hezisters were separated from those of heceiver 
and each placed in separate volumes. 


General Jiend Cftice Notices to Resist of Acpoint tnonts. These are 


Genoral Lund Office, Uptices to ceivers of Appointnent. (See no. 9). 


General Land Office, Record of Proclumations for Public Land Sales. Early 
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land sales were first approved by Congress and proclaimed for 
sale by the sresident. Later this eysvem was Chanjed and the 
Commissioner cf the General Land Uffice was authorized to vrcoclain 
‘ 20 
ww wa 


gales after the President's consent nad been cbtuined. ‘the precla- 
mations are nvuocred consecutively and contain the date AS descrip~ 


tion of the lund placed cn sale. 


~ent Fund Accoumts. When Indtana 


Hage cee Loe. bor tice. UR, 22) Loe, Cl St27e Crcutl ican Okie (Loma. 
the Federal Uovermuont consentcd to allot five por cent of the net 
iad ath or the sale of Indians public lands to ths building of 
roads. HO per Gunt Of this fund wae carmarked by tha Government 

to help ti iild reads leading into the state and the remaining tares 
per cent was allouted to une state read fund. Those volumes. con= 


? 
' 


q 
tain statesents of the quarterly and annual sales of land in the 
several land districts of states granted tnis privileve. 


General Lard Office, Siatemen. of Fund Accounts. These volumes represent: 


fronker in their exoressions of antipathy 


we 
@ Gimilar typ2 of ocoxKkeeping at a ‘a lever period. 


vw s 


of the Secretiry of the Interior, Anpsintment Files, This file 
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Contains rairly coaplete dossiers on persons wiio anpiied to th 

President or to tae Secretary of the Interior ror positions as 

land officers. inch person desiring en appoinineny suomitted his 

application endorsed by memoers of the Congressicnal delegaticns 
wer tee ne mene AS tha ctarta Th aaa ennorsenants and 


Gish UbuGr Pawdincnt mon of tus Slat. 
letters usually gave the aoplicant's political belie?, a short 
sketch of his life, and reasons why he should be aopointed. 

tters in opvosition, also found in the sane files, are usually 
for the gpviicant. The 
records are arranied by stute, land district and yoar. They start 
with the ear 1c), n1tnouth earlier material his been im orporated 


into some of these files. ‘ 


Records of tho Denartrent of State, Annointmen’ Files. This is a series 


ie 


Records of the United Stites Soe Sy senate Miscellas 


"ef docuacats co nbainin: anformaticn sanilar to that in Aecords of 
the Office of tue Secretary of the Interior, bub a3 far as land 
office ee are conterned only for the veriod 1800~1¢20. 
Much cf the material pertaining to Indiana has been printed in 
Carter! 3 Serrit ea 2apurse Similar decuments fer the pericd 
1620-1859 musb nave existed ae ene time, but all efforts to locate 
the materinl nave been futil 


Ve neous Paners, Report 
of ths Coit bee ot ruplic f Lamwi3, 223-43. ‘thase papers accoupanied 
reports or tre Senate Comaittee on Public Lands. 


Records of the Dep2riment of Lhe Treasury; letters & ae seacsved fron United 
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Stabea Attorneys, Ulorxs, and rsnalls. A9 tha tha title indicates, 
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the eee atates to recover ary operty lilegally taxen from tna 
Podoral ‘Government 
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Recomis of (the Vctorana io awinisyretion, Parors sisting to Silitery Sounty. 
saa RE ED OER NT A EN Pee eee) emeew 
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ere aes See 


Land vaevonsS, sne Yotourans bureau was created oy Conzress to 


investigate, dn cocperution wltA the Amy and oavy, aii clains 
presented by veterans of militury and maval service or cf taeir 
denemdents. roucers relating to “rants ae puolic Lund made to 
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SulvWice Men under tis Seve ral acts Of VOonzZress are caionz tussse 
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recoris, and Sounty Land warrant Papers er ae sion riles are tha 
best known sources cy informstion on inuividuals in the federal 
-military end naval service. 


Reconls of the Veterans Admiristrution, cension fi 
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Sirnilar to seria descrived above and contain in some instances 
nASLSASE DD bot rmation. 


II. Covernment Publications 


The Aneriown State Panevs, Public Lands, (& voluzes, camereote dashington 
D. 0), puolisned oy Galus and scaton. These Volumes contain docue 
ents coneeming the official acts af the United States relating to 
its land policy. Documents printed in the series dato back before 
the formation of the rederal Governnent in 1759, and the pericd 
“covered by the publications extend to 1637. Froa 1823 to 1637 tne 
material is duplicated in the Lccument Seric3. 


The Journal of Ths Executive ales Thee CLL ue ara (32 TE 1E2E- 
1669) 5. “the citaticns include volunes fli to : Vi 
1815-1576, These volwses are a printed fora os original dccusents 
supporting nominations suomiite od to that body by the President of 
the United states ami also of the actions taken in these Ge 
tions. A nomination, wnen placed before the senate, contains the 
full name of the nowinee, the resition, the name of the person being 

replaced, a brief statement of tne reason for replacciuntewl.e Cey 
deceased, resiyned, or removed--and the date of the applicant's 
comaissicn, 
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secutive Bac sed, 1623- 
Rook ys “MASO, UUs, Sud axecutive cocusen leading reports 
Submitted to Conzreas by rovernmont BPOneLes, cCongras: sicaal con] 
mittees, and ths rresident of the United states, Yer convenienca, 


re 
Ssericd mumoers of ee containing materizl used in this thesis 
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Hous2, Senkta, end Treentive Doe uments, LE23-1949, (np: 
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aré “isted below:- 

Date ETI ane 6 . Date corlal no, Dats uertal ‘no. 

1226 145 LoSSa, 34 S50 58s 

1827 163 1839 355 RESIS 613 

626 oe _ 1840 Bj55) Lop ie a 8 2036 

1829 192 ae #01 690 

1830 Pecos Leys £16 1253 710 

2831 215 1s42 419 1LE54 177 

LOO Sees 3 as 184,3 4,32 13855 €40 

1853 233 . LELA 463 1355 853 

183), 25 1845 472 16571 Gh2 

1€35 ie ae L&i, 433 | ay 997 

-1835 301 j BREFAY Ye. AS 1359 1023 
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1637 tee ko, oO ane 1861 BI DRY 
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C. C. Royce, Cosaion of Land by Indion Tribes is towthotUniicd Gtates as ilins- 
an Pate vy Lucy aes StaLG Of anciana, annuat SPOT OL the scureau 


? 


Of wihnolory, 127 j7-1u25, wasmngtcn, lesl., A scholarly scudy ef the 
many conflicting indian land cessicon3 usde in Indiana written by a 
government official employed at os Saithsonian institute, Washington, 
a C. : 5 
“The United states Statutos at Larze, 1789-1873 (17 vols. Coupe and ed. by 
hichard Peters oppor aaa George Hinot, Charles u. Little and Janes 
CG. trown, oston, 15/,5-1573. An indexed compilation of the ects of 
ESSER, frou 1765-1873. : an 


Clarence &. Carter, (ed.), The Territorial Pevers of the ited States, 


ee eee 


(U4, vols., Yols. WH an and Cis by en sng serrivom, LO-itls, 
3 7 eS ve harpoon Seaman are aera eee 
Washirten, 1439). Selected eA most Ol whicn are in the 


National archives, eae isia ww to the official history of indiana 
Territory, 1&c0-1816. 


Thouas Doraldson, The Public Domain, Washington, 1893, This work was origin- 
ally prepared . at the direction of the House of Representatives by the 
Public Land Commission's Comnittes on Codificiticn of public ies laws 
urder acts of Conzress apvroved Murch 3, 1879 and guna 16, 1&2 The 
material was assemoled under the direction of Thomas satel Bane a 
member of this Committee, and later revised to include data and regu= 
lations relating to the public domain We to December 1, 1353. 
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Charles J, Kaopler (comm, and ed.), Indian Affairs, Laws and Treaties 
at werate Dociments, 52 :Conz., < SG3Sey ae os- Ton. WILY 42.64. 
2 2 vols.,(s ar. no. 3) 4623 and 462),). (This compilation was under= 
taken at the faired: vicn of thea venats Cemaittes on indian Affairs. 
Statutes, treaties, end laws relating to the Indians are presented 
in full, and each is sivmuaarized. 


III. State Government Publications: Indiana 


Charles fetileborouch, Constitution Kainz in indiana, (3 vels., Indianapolis, 
LGLGRL9s.)), “Contained anivolunds , Ti, ait, or the intiens Eistori— 
cal Gollecticns. Jn these volumes may pe found cosies ef tha two 
State consbitutions, a discussion oz the steps lesaing to the calling 
of the ecnstitutienal conventions, comments on the articles of each 


constitution, and lists of convention mambers. 


Nellie A. Robertson and Dorothy Hiker, (ed. ds The Jchn Tinton ravers, (3 


vols., Indianapolis, 1942) passim. These volumes are sntiveniJI 

of the Indiana distorical Collecticns. Ths vole fipton Pavers in- 
‘ -Clude the correspondence, reports, sseeches ana mais or vohn 
Tipton, Justice of tha Peace, vnerifi, memoer of the Indiana 
Legislature, indiana Comsissioner, from le23-1é2é, and united 
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IV. Newspaper 


Vincennes, Indiana, The Vincennes #estern Sun and Advertiser, 1821. At 
rregular intervals the Secretar, ry OL r tae 4. ureasury autnorized the 
publiceticn of a list of bank notes acceptable as legal tender by 

the government. such a list was published in the sestern Sun on 


several occasions in 1621. 
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VY. Secondary Sources, 


A. Special works of historical interest: 


Logan Esarey, iHstory of Seeker. (2 ed., 2 vols., Indianapolis, 1913). 
These volunes, wnen wrivcten, were preeminent in tne ficid of 
Indiana history. isarey reveals the part a frontier staie played 
jn the development of the nation. 


Bonjamin H. Hibbard, ilistory of the Public Land Policies. An account of 
the historical development a und operaticns oi cur rederal land policics. 
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TEN) Von WoL Ss, oaosLinseon, EEVE anus is the unorricial 
works cf un individual, curchased and cublished under an act cf 
Conzress. It eee in Volume i. an abstract of service Bs atl 
man who served as ers in the armies of the United.states and 
sors .viocreonic “a is necessarily included. Volunre II contains 
an alpnabesical listing of the nazes of ail officers cited in 
Voluze I, slonz with tha pao on which listed, 


Francis B, licitman, Historical Recister end Dictionary of the United 


2300 = SP te ee 5 ate m4 
fuS lie teas 5) (Ste Louis, 1887). 


John S. liisgins, subdivisions o? the 
Tris little vclune is a surveyor's nanabook, written and published 


by 4 prictical Sarveyor. Ey pee patron sisustrsiioas, und maps, 
Higzins teaches the art of practical surveying as ecveloned by 
Bovermmsat Surveyors unaer the Girection of tao evveral Gurveyor 


re i 
Cenerc-ls and tha Commissioners of the General Lani Orrice, 


Dwisht & - HeCarty, 2 Tha Mervitericl Governors of the Cld Nortiwoat, (lows 

. City, Iowa, isidy. ine book is not a dotailed aisto Wy Dub rather 
a series cf olozrapnies. of the territorial govemors and the part 
played by them in the develcrment of political institutions in 


the Northwest ve 


George R, 3 wilson, Tariv Jr ndiiann Trails and Surveys, (Vol. VI, Part Ss 
ndisnas selis, 1¢ 1714). his voluue is an tag indisna Historical 
Collections. ine wires or this interestinz and colorful work 
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of Dubois Cou: niy.e" it nas been his duty to reesurvey some or tne 
Lands deserioed in this apna He has endeavored to trace old 
Indian trails and describe early survsys by tho use of records of 
the iand department of the State Auditor's office. 


William Wesley Woolen, Piozrachical and Historical Sketches of Early 
indians, (indianapolis, 1203). Good for biograpnies of men prominent 
in early Indiana history. | 


“@ 
B. County Histories: 
Tha following Indiana county histories have been found useful as 
sources of local color and diograpnical sketches, However, data 
contained in tness histories are not always reliable: 


Frederick I. Borrow, History of Fayette County, (Indianapolis, 1917). 


Ns A, Battery and Co., (Pub. ) History of White and Pulaski County, 
(Chicazo, 1233) Beira 


A. W. Bowen and Co., (Fub.), ilistory of of Hontrovery County, (2 vols., 
Indianapolis, 1915). 
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George Ek, Greene, History of Old Vincennes and Knox Cou inty, indiana, (2 
Volse, Chicas 2 9 1yil). erpiaers 


Auzuat T Pat tom a wile} 7 3 ‘ + 
ZUse oe fel, liistory of Frenklin Count: » indiana, (Indianapolis, 
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renibaid Shaw, (ed.), History of Dearborn Gcunty, (Indianspolis, 1915), 
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Gil 8. Stormont, History aibsen Ccounty, Indicna (Indianapolis, 1914). 
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1609-1810 
1610-1511 


1213 
1813-181, 
1814-1215 
1816-1417 
ney 
1813 


1618-1819 


1819 
1820 
1826 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824, 
1825 
1€26 
1827 


1,637.99 
13,618.54 


13,3500 


48,640.41 
53,236.49 
325.361.37 
266,558.36 
297,056.19 
21 415.47 
142,602.05 
aD E69. 8) 
1,603.23 
23,045.92 
15,777-20 


10,725.79. 


12,283.52 
13,368.04 
13,154.65 


14,017.71 


VINCENIEES 


Table of Sales 
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Purchasa 
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Ba Var Sy 24s a) 
Lys a SAAS pa, 
ae “ye 
on dU tie 


295215.93 
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26,732.62 
98,020.92 
105,472.98 
601,302.60 
570,932.52 
599,370.17 
123,830.94, 
285, 201,.12 
23,739.68 


29,234.05 


EAE PAS 


22h Ona ee 


16,710.14 
18,855.65 
17,522.18 


Lands 
Reverted 


320 
16,365.03 
5,733.48 
4,436.11 
21.975.51 
16,629.97 
8,329.86 
11,487.62 
7592946 
35325.60 


32,486.45 
165297 Lids 
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Forfeited bilitary 
Land Stcocx Sounty Land 
Issued Received Warrants 
= A . 
tT 
4a ~ tay 
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Vincennes Table of Sales. (Continued) 


Be 


Ls Forfeited rh ie eh ace 
Purchass Lands Uarime cock Bounty L. 
Data ACTeS - Honey Reverted Issued Recvlived warrant: 
1823 1,401.04 $23,001.36 $3,585.00 27,804.97 
1629 264495034 23,473.95 9,010.6! 13,035.95 
1830 32,441.56 39,329.60 3,882.02 8,660.32 
1851 735639412 42,558.61 3,729.60 626.64 425,00 
1832 62,666.05 785253.%s 2,134.18 15 609..55 4125.00 
1833 66,832.94 83,545.43 ~ 34450628 600.00 
1834 56,765.60  70,957-65 ee 50.00 
1835 235,002.65 163,769.86 70l,.7 
1836 535,290.41 669,145.61 523.92 2; 750.00 
1637 335,916.52 119,937-16 563,07 2,979.16 
1838 176,075.21 220,095.15 60,00 400.00 
1639 238,659.59 298,406.76 aed 1,875.82 
1640 52,564.49 °65,705042 419.04 200.00 
1241 —-hy146.06 30,262.42 84.80 100.00 
1842 1)155125,33' 18,906.63 i ese: 
1843 27,033.25 21,201.52 136.00 300.00 
ehh 40,137.29 50,172.59 80.00 
18,5 135632.91 1h; 542.39 
1816 22 ep ele med, 01261) 
1847 7,590.65 46,996.92 
1618 


355853 .50 


4,816.96 
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dl 
Vincennes Table of Salea (Continved) 
- Forfeited Military 
Purchasa Lends Land stock Beunty Lang 
Date ov Apres - 4.0ney Reverted issued BeCelucG Vn eerrencs 
@epeowenas SPuewr at 
1643 Selgin cae pu See 


1850 20,575.73  25,725.£0 = 
1851 31,498.27 32,498.00 
1652 _ 11,815.42 15,022.65 
1653 PIG; 2780188 © 20,817.97 


1655 15,550.35 


1857 PRAGA" 2 3,017.47 


NEE) SSSI SE Picias 220.75 


1859 Es aan 286.10 
1860 oe aL eS nae 96.51) 
1262 {2a = 100.00 ; ; 


« 

# e i ce ‘ 

3+ ¥ 

tae ¥ ¢ 
‘ 
- 
a 
‘ I : 
e 

assess epee ny ott eadneternettipssseitpememtipeaneeennentaneeneeneenanmenemmnameneniamenttinnsemmemeaniaseumensamenananattitite ea eae eR 


Sea Ne vie Net, oo SE os nnd eed a WA: LT SI NIE SEE BPE TH is hl I le a er Ok eel a an eer ne eee 
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JSFFERSONVILLS LAND CeFrIcs 


1820 64,932.12 129,8Sh.44 7,025.96 
(1820 39, 530,30 
| (Second nalf Year) 
1€21 22,972.49 ee 
1822 (14,656.73 18,321.66 
1823 5 Qhlelly 17,430.08 
182i, 12,813.34  24,729.7h 


Bete Table of cales 
ited rHilitsery 
Purchase Lands Land Stock Zounty Land 
Date Acres isoney Reverted received warrants 
1807-1808  32,513.€8 257,963.91 
1808-2209 23,039.56 46,079.12 
LEO9-LELO = 27,252.05 54, 5C4.10 
1€10-1E11 SUT ORSe ra eee 
1811-1212 35,523.24 71,047.69 472.00 
1812-1813 31,654.53 63,309.05 734.00 
1813-181, 86,733.03 174,007.68 5,657.3h 
LEU-1E15 125,502.69 251,£05.38 7,558.99 
1815-1216 261,142.96 522,285.92 13,071.69 
| 1816-1817 256,350.92 512,701.78 16,397.20 
: 1817 256,350.92 512,701.78 
«1818 180,245.41 360,490.82 8,228.64 
1218-1819 108,736.13 217,472.47 9,630.61 
(1820 6,359.77 12,719.54 1,120.00 
(First half rear) 
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Jeffersonville Table of Sales (Continued) 


LLL LL LTA aR inept amen reaasacieneneserememenneera aera came oneness oases 


Forfaited Military 
; . Purchase Lands Land 3iock Bounty Land 
Date Acres ' Money steverted issued Received = iarrents 


Dy 943225 
10,720.74 
14,095.16 
10,486.11 
20,861.03 
17,716.82 
49,252.37 
76, 31,5.36 
63,957.06 
67,626.11 
69,198.40 

287,524.36 
176,057.75 
108, 210.27 
110,254.52 


18,632.13 


12,058.32 
7,903.08 
7,621.10 

2561.2 

21,600.89 

2h, 38%, 64 


9 7429.03 
515,068.42 
17,618.89 
235071 .63 
55,630.50 
22,146.04 
61,774,.9h 


95 5449.69 
195984028 


&l,,783.2h 
86,420.61 
359,486.55 
220,139.39 
135,253.47 
137, £22.54 
23,610.55 
15,072.89 

9,978.8, 

9,526.35 
Soroe2es0 
27,001.18 
30,460.60 


SSR rere rc eusemerersencoure snrewo—apeswamenet sn ana ee 


2,612.9 


83479695 
: 8,885 e $0 


173.06 


- 2,251.69 


$1,620.53 
13,614.13 
5,249.18 
45213073 
3,771.87 
3,609.52 


522,21 


817.81 
479.32 
326.37 

60.00 


162.60 
7075 


240.66 


$11,683.75 
U,, 558.65, 
16,287.33 
9,409.53 
1,415.55 

4, 10.42 
1,650.00 
581.67 

~ 462.50 


575.00 
580.67 © 


Jefferscnville Table of Sales (Continued) 


eee 


. AT a rE Fo ee 
Ay oe ae eee 


Forfeited f tar 
Date  agreg es ea ee 3 soanay Lee 
a rg 
1&7 339579659 842,372.48 ‘ 
E18 B3s270.01) 61291339. 04 
18,9 22,594.15 28,212.67 
1859 18,729.92 | 23,425.52 
1é51 iby WP SKS 212.16 
1652 9 4ATe4l “11,790.75 - 
1853 8,247.90 10,309.87 
1854 : 
1655 : 
oe One Geen 
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ity SpA ier TE P35 HAUT SWC ‘al PATPCRDSTILI ; ani) 
as ER : LAND, Cre ICs ; TOES, BS ae ta 


A lag ae ot ee ae > sista , . oe av ven - seeds Es nae 


Table of 3Jales 


6,226.99 


RL as ne Military | | 
| Purchase Bounty Land Forfeited 
FSLSS Money warrants Land Stock 
18,939.42 3 2h, 715.32 | 
17,646.33 22,057.92 
735203 15 43,219.17 
_. 58,722.40 73,403.15 
, 69,203.40 90,074.01 
Meéioe7) 108,660.39 
103,105.92 128,883.64 
“113,342.85 141,917.79 
153,351.57 191,694.94 oo yee 
203, 0/,9.48 255,909.61: 1,782.9 
291,387.89 366,738.92 1,556.61 
222,033.47 277,578.55 31,995.00 795.35 
OOO. 7 230, 837.09 22,254,299 
150,912.32 188,640.39 $ 18,528.94 79.60 
161,477.87 201,947.10 550.00 16.22 
236,779.08 295,985.18 1,350.00 
359,627.66 Wh9, 732.12 31,447.04 
79,790.46 995745 .02 45,575.00 
2),,606,22 30,&11.73 2,098.70 | 
29,275.10 - 36,596.5h 79.79 
7,918.42 meer eeson e 


Date acres 
134i 2,729.59 
L&i,2 0520) 
1&3 2,225.98 
leks, 59 (S037 
1é1,5 - 15,045.35 
1616 255457.95 
1647 (22,14,3.72 
181.6 10,012.42 
LEL9 7565.24, 
1850 18,694.90 
1651 (8,212.79 
1652 | 5,612.64 
1853 


‘23,491.90 ° 


Purchase 
honey 


@ 3,653.35 


2,361.31 
Shee irs! 
7p 23001,5 
13,606.63 
31,872.42 
28,060.16 
12,515.52 
9,567.77 
10,668.50 


10, 268.59 


7,102.05 


iL, G1E.47 


forre Haute-Crawfordsville Table of Sales (Contirued) 


Hilitary 
Bount; Land rorfeitcad 
warrants Land Stock 


250.00 
1,657.92 


125.00 


PROORVILLE-LiUDLANAPOLIS LAND: GFPFICE : — eb e 
ie yi~ 7 swe 


Tadle of Sales 
2 ee Aa et dl nl A Ml A ee 
LOLA LLL ALE SET 0 OAT) ERATE is semen agence 


—— 
— 


oe - MAlditary 
Purchases Bounty Land Forfeited 
Date Acre3 ) Honey warrents Land Stock 
1620 $6,367.08 | 
1021 200,913.64, $282,689.53 
1€22 19,335.26 1916527210 
1623 - 6,619.48 107,997.37 | 
1E2, 60,653.23 75 5413.03 
1825 52,644.07 724186.56 ; 
1625 1,081.85 81,842.26 
1627 66,024.24, 83,141.45 
1628 67,457.84 84,322.09 
1829 89,851.91, Pl 2ego7 11 499.27 — 
18630 112,503.29 U0, 629.58 1,873.69 
1e31 156,815.68 196,020.22 594h7 604 27.30 
1832 163,954.33 204,958.42 94,686.41 318.20 
1833 185,965.05 232,521.07 102,767.52 160.00 
1231, 201,525.63 255,657.58 46,117.09 
1€35 27,692.05 343,368.36 22,749.35 79.61 
1636 298,194.00 372577814 70,262.23 351.00 
1€37 51,605.54 ms (hy pagal 1,175.00 
1838 11,475.14, 14,453.9% 700.00 
1839 16,570.27 20,766.Lis 100.00 
1640 4,592.45 5740.57 


Prep SRS ir Pent ~ rnp pra cemeet cree ar werent ees ene ees 
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Brookville-Indianapolis Table of Sales (Continued) 


ESTEE UL OTT aE NNR “emir wearer YW “We pee gem <r ener eis Ae Lee ee ee ee 


Sonatina a aT ae 
Ons 3 , | Military 
: Parcnass Bounty Land Forfeited 
Data : Acres D. Money warrants Land stock 
a a a 
yay 5,045.52 $ 6,367.30 200,00 521.32 
1642 De Cemhels Calpe) d riqec eh te | 
18,3 Spee 22 1,359.05 
14h 3 4p03.32 — hy00h.95 
1845 by 973.00 6,266.21, 
1846 Ws0re- isa 85,092.68 
= eK? 26,215.78 47,045 45 3 
lee 28,994.19 173,530.99 558,20 
VEL 43,500.26 83, £6,.56 CONiee g 
ae SC MI ia 280, $Lc.52 : 38,470.60 
1852 24,308.62 46,388.43 
1852 1,458.36 3,641.20 
1853 2,378.65 2,973.31 
1851, 12,109.08 10, 414,62 ; 
1855, 21,598.55. 18,819.85 
1856 A 
1857 7, 542.06 
1658 1,487.99 
1859 260.15 
1860 215.17 
1861 60.00 © 
1862: Th 9T 
1853 50.00 


“A 


i a Te Or Ee etree ar O00 eer ere ieenien Gr ori a a WER ian Retr cree tenes res rte on mente enn 
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Brockville-Indianapolis Table of Sales (Continued) 


OE AE PA EE OE ae ENA SR 


Hiiitary 
Purchase Bounty Land Forfeited 
Data Acres Honey earrants * ' Land Stock 


1869 araernsst SB 888,56 | 
1870 wes : 6,336.27 eee | : 
1671 Oe ee els.37 : 


* t 


Sead 


SE 


1,900.03 


FORT WAYNS LAND OFFICE 


Table of Sales 


6,125.04 


2340 


Wlitary Forfeited 
-Purchage Bounty Land Lami Stock 
Date Acres toney warrants . 
1823 3,074.02 = «9,502.03 
162%, 114,975.00 1,343.73 
1625 Sy SeReST NS 5,261.79 
1626 2,01a G8. 2,551.31 
1627 2,212.45. 2,765.31 
1828 1,113.25 1,391.43 
1629 6,658.25 7,824.52 
1830 + 23,301.69 29, 271042 
1831 52,495.1, 66,930.99 | 
1632 59,227.78 Thy 655.655 $2,548.55 $ 32.00 
1833 62,612.71, | 78,270.72 1,,850,00 - 16.00 
1834, | 56,350.30 3 120,432.22 3,658.33 100.01 
1835 356,738.01 3 502,209.47 1,603.33 | 
1836 Ly 25357600 1,620,617.34 12,662.50 78.20 
1837 ° 14,92,756.00 616,216.41 5,483.75 
1838 ~ 203,448.57 254,310.66 2,823.96 
1839 136,392.08 1705495 «23 450.00 
1840 17,001.03 21,251.38 125.00 
1842 11,150.23 U.,312.81 295.00 
1842 


Fort Wayne Table of Sales (Continued) mal 


ass ars ele Acres 


itor .... Feraeited 


Porchass Bounty Lend Lend Stock 
Monsey eAarrants 


perenne cy recone sree ce cen SNL PR ECCS IASI PEDESTAL LEAR STIS EOD LETS ESA OD 


123 typ 659033 

‘de 8,019.87 
E45 6,612.02 
Lab 10,920.77 


Senge 0 52,299.52, 


148 130,544.20 
1249 = —-—-36, 260.70 
- 1850 13,638.58 
Tee 11.28 


1652 ~ 263.69 _ 


Pereira 300.00 
10,082.26 
8,263.79 100.60 
Ly Vs3 2h 
91, 856.23 150.00 
25),,362673 275.82 
67,827220 ea? 
23,h26.8h 
Beecices aa | 
229.86 ae: 


ore - 
- 7% + ! 4 = 
t 
a+ + = 
e " 
Spee 
e 
- 
= Pa ; . 3 ft g 8 bi : “ eer hs : - eae F 
. : ‘ + 
. : . . A Scales . . 
vom hole Ae oF Fp peony: Pi fee gt we pate tem = % 
q ra: 
. O . 
Bee oe A > Oe a we Da oa tags cakes ¢. 
e S A 
. ~ . - ' 2 ‘ : id : a 
¢ “ \ . “ ey . ig hr U 
w . eras, “me 3 . ~ 
, a . . er ae . . ee. 
sp ey ~ aes on poate Risin cee? Bie 
ros * ri. hi at tp . ape? 
: a ; te ‘ Sars 
. 
arn ae eg ace ne ET A A A A nner 
i . 
» ~ ra wm & ane ~<e - — ‘ Pe - 
~ 
- 


Ee ee Se ee eee eeEeEeEeEGOEee— ee wm er 


LA PORTE-VINAMAC LAND OsPICs 


- ae age e 


Date Acres 
153" 2371.66 
1634, 86,709.73 
1635 WT S465 
1836 470,290.70 
1€37 103,489.70 
1638 70,609.13 
1239 87,596.75 
1£1,0 19,991.09 
Eh 32,256.1, 
1e42 25,161.78 

1843 17,2Eh.10 
18hh 24,459.15 
1845 18,700.36 
1246 27,928.11 
187 © 58,957.97 
1648 W207,410557 
1849 29,979635 
150 2320.72 
1851 2 y 354. 01,2 
1652 9,137.27 
1853 21,649.13 


“ Fable of Sales 


Parchnassa 
| Honey 
% 30,500.56 
108,3£7.16 
673,217.88 
569, 732-63 
1435392.97 
98, listo 12 
109, 912.42 
21, 988686 
47, €31663 
31,456.22 
21,665.92 
30,61,.58 
23,430.25 
3h, 90.59 
88, 1.94088 
193,608.28 
48,345.83 
32,739.69 
31,093.42. 
11,445.06 
27,832.16 


jlitary . 


z 
dhs a 
warrants bandon 


1,636.46 
300.60 
11, $59.37 
1,662.50 
2,125.00 
250.00 


100.00 
25,00 


225.00 


125.00 “. 


General Land Office, Record of 3 and 5 per cent Fund Accounts, 1815-: 
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La Porte-Vinanac Table of Sales (Continued) * 


wee 


Furchasa Bounty Land Forfeited 
Date Acres : Money narrants Land olocx 


185, 3h 626.37 


1855 2,295.56 2,046.90 


e 
. 
* 
e 
° 
Xs 
at % 
=a) . 
es . 
+ 
e 
e 
9 SS 
e 
K a *. 
- 4 - 
> 
‘ - é 
=< = 
r, - 
— iy 
® 
es 
- 
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° e 
- 
’ . 
~ -~ - - - ~ - _+ - * ~ — ed - * _——— ~e 
~ -- me ~. io - . 
, as ‘ 7 : . ? * 
s e ‘ Ms eS Sd. * E ~s ¢ - be ’ © ues 
Sow es - 
4 
ete ee Re AT eT LD ng he RE ERE EE AT A EEE OR RR NR ORE EAST I GI ES 1 TOPE RENE RE AE FE a aS EE SM NT AE ER AEE SE TE ce pn NT a AE BF 
' 
wt ~ « 
‘ an - 
. pai 
‘ 
; 
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SALES OF INDIANA PUBLIC LANDS UNDER THES CREDIT SYSTEM 
poser SSS fs SSS Ss gS ss syn Snnsenseenrpeenenperseeeeeseeeee Ee 


Date Acres Sold Purchase 


iloney 
1607 Peasy GGG aes ice ony ss 
1608 : xs Bly 230.99 ee ae, 4 08, 452298 
oe ig ante | 39,163.02 ae 784326.0 
1810 suck fie ienh cal | 86,863.82 
1811 | 53,300.52 106,601.00 
1812 ' 45,027.58 99,057.16 
1813 59,729423 (119,758.46 
WA ee oi 1663312043 ene 332,624.26 
Reiss | 187,802.12 "375,604.84 
1026 oo Pegi ect Sy pen nA 
1817 wage 482, 588.5) | 966,199.76 
isis | 576,112.01 s 1,154, 934.08 : 
1219 | 201,153.18 . 402,306.36 
1820 (Juno 30) 2,675.47 | W5, 35d 


(Net sales under 


credit systen) (1,678,639.82) ($3, 524,.161,18) 


Total sales eye 736.17) ie 29655137, 450520 
ty “3 ies ys Fees : VATE wee “96 . 
. rat f 
Senne nEUenstnsoeeantenesnennatieemeeneentnteeteeemmemeemnninneeeeneen ee 


“Senate Documents, 27 Cong., 3 sess., 1842-1543, IV, no. 246 (ser. 
no. 416), 5. Totals of acreage sold and money received under the credit system 


endear year a3 a bookkeeping period. From 1¢20-LEL9 the calendar year was 
used; after 1E49 the Department of the Interior again instituted the fiscal 
year accounting systen. In seneral, tables herein presented for the period 
LE07-1.220 and 1849-1871 follow the fiscal year system, and those between 1820 


cree} TED Py Aan sh ary 
PREIS I ae OOP SAG eS CEE OE, OD ~HmEK™ oy Page es seeidratia deste: Clin al cee ac aneeeat be et le | etal oe ak [aia aitendeauneaee ve. MO TCT ot ee 
aaa “390 SETS, es 4 sie Et PN LN EE LT PELE ITT oY TTC TICES i ahi ire ae 
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CASH SALSS IN INDIANA 


Date Acres 


Purchase icney 
1E20 165 ,/,52.02 Pee as 
1e2d 261,578.38 | 
siz 252,982.34, § 329,066.72 
1823 163,046.69 211,157.27 
162 154,558.52 187,508.05 
1625 162,270.71 210, 248.25 
1626 200,190.72 250,238.20 
1827 209,691.21 263,055.62 
1828 200, 612.81 313,517.45 
1829 | 346,527.51 435,571.32 
1630 476,351.85 598,115.55 
1831 55445436.78 694,663.32 
1632 546, 8h4.6 2 6845 209.69 | 
1833 554,681.73 693,522.40 
1834, 673,656.41 842,170.24 
1635 1, 586,904.85 2,075,571.56 
1836 3,245, 3h, 613 hy 061,192.68 
Teas, ie 1,249,817.97 1, 564,653.06 
ieee Me 602,424.54 753 yh19 027 
1839 618,748.32 173,998.95 
1840 ” 118,868.53 148,645.20 
18/1 93,882.56 117,425.40 


_ Ye,2. 55,795.31 69,748.09 


Cash Galo3 in Inciana (Continued) 


Date . Acres Piarchase doney 
1843 50,545.85 ® 63,243.01 
1éLl, 107,278.24 134,106.24 
1845 ; 78,562.90 98, 250.48 
18,6 115,742.73 115,170.88 
18,7 227,387 651 347,826.12 
1&4 396,113.38 107, 967652 
1849 170,503.86 276,060.28 
1850 106,708.41 154,656.95 
1851 105,512.02 . 150,037.41 
1852 37,694.02 49,231.57 
1853 62,045.76 18,781.72 
1854 - 397,991.05 129,447.26 
39,602.22 23,975.46 
PL4o%e 99 
baeez60e15 
215.17 
160.00 
Ths .97 
50.00 


— 200.00 


_. 00.00 


er ee 


raat 


Cash Sules in Indjena (Continued) 


Date Acres - Purchase Money 
1884 aie pak o> 297,33 
1367 | | ; 60.00 
nee aS te | 00.00 
169 eet om ab 56 
1E70 Tan ewe 6,336.27 
18717 ! | : 418.37 
n°) 


LLL LLL LL LES LO LLL ELLIE LLL LTA OLED CT COTES CCC COO OE A LL SE OC EP SN ncaa rt 
SE LO LE OLS LE LLL LT LOL A LOCC CCE LL EA OSD A ANE TC SOO ILE I Ee ESOS EASA EE tC ect 


3Gencral Land Office, Record of 3 und 5 per cent Fund Accounts, 
1816-1576. 
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